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through humanitarian and development sup-
port; 

(E) to meet the challenges of the worst ref-
ugee crisis in recorded history by increasing 
the number of refugees welcomed to and re-
settled in the United States to not fewer 
than 30,000 refugees during fiscal year 2019 
and not fewer than 95,000 refugees during fis-
cal year 2020; and 

(F) to reaffirm its long-standing tradition 
of resettling the most vulnerable refugees, 
regardless of their country of origin or reli-
gious beliefs; and 

(5) reaffirms the goals of World Refugee 
Day and reiterates the strong commitment 
to protect the millions of refugees who live 
without material, social, or legal protec-
tions. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 255—RECOG-
NIZING JUNE 2019 AS ‘‘IMMI-
GRANT HERITAGE MONTH’’, A 
CELEBRATION OF THE ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS AND CONTRIBU-
TIONS IMMIGRANTS AND THEIR 
CHILDREN HAVE MADE IN SHAP-
ING THE HISTORY, STRENGTH-
ENING THE ECONOMY, AND EN-
RICHING THE CULTURE OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
BENNET, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. HARRIS, 
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, and Ms. SMITH) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 255 

Whereas the United States has always been 
a Nation of immigrants, and throughout the 
history of the United States, immigrants and 
their children from around the world have 
kept the workforce in the United States vi-
brant and businesses in the United States on 
the cutting edge, and helped to build the 
greatest economic engine in the world; 

Whereas the entrepreneurial drive and 
spirit of the United States is built on a di-
versity of origins; 

Whereas the American dream first drew 
people to the United States and continues to 
drive business in the United States; 

Whereas the success of the United States is 
a result of the many distinct experiences of 
the people of the United States, not in spite 
of it; 

Whereas, as a Nation of immigrants, we 
must remember the generations of pioneers 
that helped lay the railroads and build cities, 
develop new industries, and fuel innovation 
and the exchange of ideas; 

Whereas immigrants start more than a 
quarter of all new businesses in the United 
States, and immigrants and their children 
start more than 40 percent of Fortune 500 
companies; 

Whereas these businesses collectively em-
ploy tens of millions of people in the United 
States and generate more than 
$5,500,000,000,000 in annual revenue; 

Whereas immigrants enhance the produc-
tive capacity of the United States economy 
and contribute approximately 
$2,000,000,000,000, or about 10 percent of an-
nual gross domestic product of the United 
States; 

Whereas immigrants in the United States 
contribute greatly to advances in technology 
and sciences; 

Whereas 16 percent of all employed college 
graduates and 54.5 percent of individuals 
with a Ph.D. working in the fields of science, 
technology, engineering, and math are immi-
grants; 

Whereas, between 2006 and 2012, 44 percent 
of new tech startups in Silicon Valley, wide-
ly known as the international hub for tech-
nological development and innovation, had 
at least 1 immigrant founder; 

Whereas immigrants in the United States 
plant, cultivate, and harvest the rich diver-
sity of agriculture products available today 
from the farmlands of the United States; 

Whereas each immigrant farm employee 
supports 2 to 3 full-time jobs in processing, 
transportation, and retail; 

Whereas immigrants involved in agricul-
tural production aid in the food security and 
independence of the United States; 

Whereas the work of immigrants has di-
rectly enriched the culture of the United 
States by influencing the performing arts 
from Broadway to Hollywood, as well as aca-
demia, art, music, literature, media, fashion, 
cuisine, customs, and cultural celebrations 
enjoyed across the United States; 

Whereas generations of immigrants have 
come to the United States from all corners 
of the world, and many immigrants tire-
lessly fought for the independence of the 
United States, defending the ideals of the 
country; 

Whereas more than 30,000 lawful perma-
nent residents are serving in the Armed 
Forces of the United States; 

Whereas, since 2002, more than 102,000 men 
and women, including individuals serving in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, South Korea, Germany, 
Japan, and elsewhere, have become citizens 
while serving in the Armed Forces; 

Whereas Congress represents a rich diver-
sity of communities across the United States 
and works closely with a variety of diaspora 
leaders from more than 60 ethnic caucuses to 
ensure that the voices of United States citi-
zens from all backgrounds are heard; and 

Whereas the United States was founded on 
the universal promise that we are all created 
equal: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes June 2019 as ‘‘Immigrant 

Heritage Month’’ in honor of the accomplish-
ments and role of immigrants and their chil-
dren in shaping the history and culture of 
the United States; 

(2) pledges to celebrate immigrant con-
tributions to, and immigrant heritage in, 
each State; 

(3) welcomes immigrants and their chil-
dren to find their place in the vibrant, multi-
ethnic, and integrated society of the United 
States; and 

(4) encourages the people of the United 
States to always remember the immigrant 
roots of the United States and to commemo-
rate the immigrant communities that con-
tinue to move the country forward. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 256—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF THE WEEK OF 
JUNE 16 THROUGH JUNE 23, 2019, 
AS ‘‘NATIONAL GI BILL COM-
MEMORATION WEEK’’ AND CELE-
BRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SERVICEMEN’S RE-
ADJUSTMENT ACT OF 1944 

Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr. ISAK-
SON, and Mr. TESTER) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs: 

S. RES. 256 

Whereas, on July 28, 1943, in seeking a solu-
tion to integrate returning members of the 
Armed Forces into civilian life, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt called for a com-
prehensive set of veterans benefits during a 

fireside chat saying, ‘‘While concentrating 
on military victory, we are not neglecting 
the planning of the things to come . . . . 
Among many other things we are, today, lay-
ing plans for the return to civilian life of our 
gallant men and women in the Armed Serv-
ices.’’; 

Whereas, on June 22, 1944, in demonstra-
tion of the full support of the United States 
for the transition of members of the Armed 
Forces to civilian life, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt signed into law the Servicemen’s 
Readjustment Act of 1944 (58 Stat. 284, chap-
ter 268), more commonly known as the ‘‘G.I. 
Bill of Rights’’; 

Whereas the Servicemen’s Readjustment 
Act of 1944 was the culmination of the tire-
less work and advocacy of veteran service or-
ganizations and Members of Congress; 

Whereas the Act made immediate financial 
support, transformative educational bene-
fits, and home loan guarantees available to 
the 16,000,000 veterans who served in the 
Armed Forces during World War II; 

Whereas the Act helped approximately 
7,800,000 veterans enroll in post-secondary 
education or training, helped to democratize 
higher education in the United States, and 
caused total post-secondary education en-
rollment to grow exponentially from 1,676,856 
in 1945, with veterans accounting for 5.2 per-
cent of total post-secondary education en-
rollment, to 2,338,226 in 1947, with veterans 
accounting for 49.2 percent of the total; 

Whereas the Act contributed approxi-
mately 450,000 engineers, 240,000 accountants, 
238,000 teachers, 91,000 scientists, 67,000 doc-
tors, 122,000 dentists, 17,000 writers and edi-
tors, and thousands of other professionals to 
the workforce of the United States and ex-
panded the middle class more than at any 
other point in the history of the United 
States; 

Whereas the Act expressed the duty, re-
sponsibility, and desire of a grateful United 
States to see to it that those who served on 
active duty in the Armed Forces are afforded 
every opportunity to become disciplined 
forces for prosperity and progress in the 
United States through economic opportunity 
and investment; 

Whereas Congress passed subsequent Acts 
to provide educational assistance to new 
generations of veterans, including the Vet-
erans’ Readjustment Benefits Act of 1966 
(Public Law 89–358), the Post-Vietnam Era 
Veterans’ Educational Assistance Act of 1977 
(title IV of Public Law 94–502), the Veterans’ 
Educational Assistance Act of 1984 (title VII 
of Public Law 98–525), the Post-9/11 Veterans 
Educational Assistance Act of 2008 (title V of 
Public Law 110–252), and the Harry W. 
Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance 
Act of 2017 (Public Law 115–48); 

Whereas, since the signing of the Service-
men’s Readjustment Act of 1944, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs has paid approxi-
mately $400,000,000,000 in educational assist-
ance to approximately 25,000,000 veterans and 
their loved ones who continue to excel aca-
demically in post-secondary education; 

Whereas the Act created the Department 
of Veterans Affairs Home Loan Guarantee 
program, which, since 1944, has provided a 
pathway for approximately 24,000,000 vet-
erans to purchase a home guaranteed by the 
Department, the majority of which are pur-
chased with no down payment; 

Whereas the Act improved health care op-
portunities for veterans by transferring med-
ical facilities from the Army and the Navy 
and providing funding for hospitals of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs; 

Whereas this combination of opportunities 
changed the social and economic fabric of 
the United States for the better, with a 1988 
report from the Subcommittee on Education 
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and Health of the Joint Economic Com-
mittee of Congress concluding that for every 
$1 the United States invested pursuant to the 
Act, $6.90 was returned in growth to the 
economy of the United States; 

Whereas 1,262 Members of Congress served 
in the Armed Forces on or after June 22, 1944, 
and, therefore, many Members of Congress 
directly benefitted from the enactment of 
the Act; 

Whereas June 22, 2019, is the 75th anniver-
sary of the date on which President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt signed the Act into law; and 

Whereas the week of June 16 through June 
23, 2019, is an appropriate week to designate 
as ‘‘National GI Bill Commemoration 
Week’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses support for the designation of 

the week of June 16 through June 23, 2019, as 
‘‘National GI Bill Commemoration Week’’; 

(2) honors the achievements of the Service-
men’s Readjustment Act of 1944 (58 Stat. 284, 
chapter 268), more commonly known as the 
‘‘G.I. Bill of Rights’’, in democratizing high-
er education, increasing home ownership, es-
tablishing greater citizenship through eco-
nomic empowerment, and empowering a gen-
eration that would serve for decades to guide 
the transformation of the United States into 
a global force for good; 

(3) considers the veterans benefitting from 
the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 
on the 75th anniversary of its enactment— 

(A) to be equal to the challenge of creating 
a lasting prosperity for the United States as 
their forebears; and 

(B) to have the opportunity to become the 
heirs to the Greatest Generation; 

(4) affirms the responsibility of Congress to 
be faithful stewards of educational assist-
ance provided under laws administered by 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to ensure 
that such assistance endures as an honorable 
investment of public dollars; and 

(5) encourages all people of the United 
States to celebrate June 22, 2019, as the 75th 
anniversary of the signing of the Service-
men’s Readjustment Act of 1944 by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 257—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 20, 2019, AS ‘‘AMER-
ICAN EAGLE DAY’’ AND CELE-
BRATING THE RECOVERY AND 
RESTORATION OF THE BALD 
EAGLE, THE NATIONAL SYMBOL 
OF THE UNITED STATES 
Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr. 

DURBIN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. CRAMER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. JONES, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. 
UDALL, and Mr. CARDIN) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 257 

Whereas the bald eagle was chosen as the 
central image of the Great Seal of the United 
States on June 20, 1782, by the Founding Fa-
thers at the Congress of the Confederation; 

Whereas the bald eagle is widely known as 
the living national symbol of the United 
States and for many generations has rep-
resented values, such as— 

(1) freedom; 
(2) democracy; 
(3) courage; 
(4) strength; 
(5) spirit; 
(6) independence; 
(7) justice; and 
(8) excellence; 
Whereas the bald eagle is unique to North 

America and cannot be found naturally in 

any other part of the world, which was one of 
the primary reasons the Founding Fathers 
selected the bald eagle to symbolize the Gov-
ernment of the United States; 

Whereas the bald eagle is the central 
image used in the official logos of many 
branches and departments of the Federal 
Government, including— 

(1) the Executive Office of the President; 
(2) Congress; 
(3) the Supreme Court of the United 

States; 
(4) the Department of Defense; 
(5) the Department of the Treasury; 
(6) the Department of Justice; 
(7) the Department of State; 
(8) the Department of Commerce; 
(9) the Department of Homeland Security; 
(10) the Department of Veterans Affairs; 
(11) the Department of Labor; 
(12) the Department of Health and Human 

Services; 
(13) the Department of Energy; 
(14) the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development; 
(15) the Central Intelligence Agency; and 
(16) the United States Postal Service; 
Whereas the bald eagle is an inspiring sym-

bol of the spirit of freedom and the sov-
ereignty of the United States; 

Whereas the image and symbolism of the 
bald eagle has— 

(1) played a significant role in art, music, 
literature, architecture, commerce, edu-
cation, and culture in the United States; and 

(2) appeared on United States stamps, cur-
rency, and coinage; 

Whereas the bald eagle was endangered and 
facing possible extinction in the lower 48 
States but has made a gradual and encour-
aging comeback to the land, waterways, and 
skies of the United States; 

Whereas the dramatic recovery of the na-
tional bird of the United States is an endan-
gered species success story and an inspira-
tional example to other environmental, nat-
ural resource, and wildlife conservation ef-
forts worldwide; 

Whereas, in 1940, noting that the bald eagle 
was threatened with extinction, Congress 
passed the Act of June 8, 1940 (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Bald Eagle Protection Act’’) 
(16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), which prohibited kill-
ing, selling, or possessing the species, and a 
1962 amendment expanded protection to the 
golden eagle; 

Whereas, by 1963, there were only an esti-
mated 417 nesting pairs of bald eagles re-
maining in the lower 48 States, with loss of 
habitat, poaching, and the use of pesticides 
and other environmental contaminants con-
tributing to the near demise of the national 
bird of the United States; 

Whereas, in 1967, the bald eagle was offi-
cially declared an endangered species under 
Public Law 89–669 (80 Stat. 926) (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Endangered Species Preserva-
tion Act of 1966’’) in areas in the United 
States south of the 40th parallel due to the 
dramatic decline in the population of the 
bald eagle in the lower 48 States; 

Whereas the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) was enacted in 
1973, and in 1978, the bald eagle was listed as 
an endangered species throughout the lower 
48 States, except in the States of Michigan, 
Minnesota, Oregon, Washington, and Wis-
consin, in which the bald eagle was listed as 
a threatened species; 

Whereas, in July 1995, the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service announced that in 
the lower 48 States, the bald eagle had recov-
ered sufficiently to change the status of the 
species from endangered to threatened; 

Whereas, by 2007, bald eagles residing in 
the lower 48 States had rebounded to ap-
proximately 11,000 pairs; 

Whereas, on June 28, 2007, the Secretary 
the Interior and the Director of the United 

States Fish and Wildlife Service removed the 
bald eagle from protection under the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.), but the bald eagle continues to be pro-
tected under the Act of June 8, 1940 (com-
monly known as the ‘‘Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act’’) (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703 et 
seq.), section 42 of title 18, United States 
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Lacey Act’’), 
and the Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 (16 
U.S.C. 3371 et seq.); 

Whereas Challenger, the trained, edu-
cational bald eagle of the American Eagle 
Foundation in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, was 
invited by the Secretary of the Interior to 
perform a free-flight demonstration during 
the official bald eagle delisting ceremony 
held at the Jefferson Memorial in Wash-
ington, District of Columbia; 

Whereas experts and population growth 
charts estimate that the bald eagle popu-
lation could reach 15,000 pairs, even though a 
physical count has not been conducted by 
State and Federal wildlife agencies since 
2007; 

Whereas caring and concerned agencies, 
corporations, organizations, and people of 
the United States representing Federal and 
State governments and the private sector 
passionately and resourcefully banded to-
gether, determined to save and protect the 
national bird of the United States; 

Whereas the recovery of the bald eagle pop-
ulation in the United States was largely ac-
complished through— 

(1) the dedicated and vigilant efforts of 
Federal and State wildlife agencies and non-
profit organizations, such as the American 
Eagle Foundation; 

(2) public education; 
(3) captive breeding and release programs; 
(4) hacking and release programs; and 
(5) the translocation of bald eagles from 

places in the United States with dense bald 
eagle populations to suitable locations in the 
lower 48 States that had suffered a decrease 
in bald eagle populations; 

Whereas various nonprofit organizations, 
such as the Southeastern Raptor Center at 
Auburn University in the State of Alabama, 
contribute to the continuing recovery of the 
bald eagle through rehabilitation and edu-
cational efforts; 

Whereas the bald eagle might have been 
lost permanently if not for dedicated con-
servation efforts and strict protection laws 
such as— 

(1) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); 

(2) the Act of June 8, 1940 (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Bald and Golden Eagle Pro-
tection Act’’) (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.); 

(3) the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 
U.S.C. 703 et seq.); 

(4) section 42 of title 18, United States Code 
(commonly known as the ‘‘Lacey Act’’); and 

(5) the Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 (16 
U.S.C. 3371 et seq.); and 

Whereas the sustained recovery of the bald 
eagle population will require the continu-
ation of recovery, management, education, 
and public awareness programs to ensure 
that the population numbers and habitat of 
the bald eagle remain healthy and secure for 
generations to come: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates June 20, 2019, as ‘‘American 

Eagle Day’’; 
(2) applauds the issuance of bald eagle 

commemorative coins by the Secretary of 
the Treasury to generate critical funds for 
the protection of the bald eagle; and 

(3) encourages— 
(A) educational entities, organizations, 

businesses, conservation groups, and govern-
ment agencies with a shared interest in con-
serving endangered species to collaborate 
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