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through humanitarian and development sup-
port;

(E) to meet the challenges of the worst ref-
ugee crisis in recorded history by increasing
the number of refugees welcomed to and re-
settled in the United States to not fewer
than 30,000 refugees during fiscal year 2019
and not fewer than 95,000 refugees during fis-
cal year 2020; and

(F) to reaffirm its long-standing tradition
of resettling the most vulnerable refugees,
regardless of their country of origin or reli-
gious beliefs; and

(5) reaffirms the goals of World Refugee
Day and reiterates the strong commitment
to protect the millions of refugees who live
without material, social, or legal protec-
tions.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 255—RECOG-
NIZING JUNE 2019 AS “IMMI-
GRANT HERITAGE MONTH”, A
CELEBRATION OF THE ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS AND CONTRIBU-
TIONS IMMIGRANTS AND THEIR
CHILDREN HAVE MADE IN SHAP-
ING THE HISTORY, STRENGTH-
ENING THE ECONOMY, AND EN-
RICHING THE CULTURE OF THE
UNITED STATES

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
BENNET, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. HARRIS,
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, and Ms. SMITH) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 255

Whereas the United States has always been
a Nation of immigrants, and throughout the
history of the United States, immigrants and
their children from around the world have
kept the workforce in the United States vi-
brant and businesses in the United States on
the cutting edge, and helped to build the
greatest economic engine in the world;

Whereas the entrepreneurial drive and
spirit of the United States is built on a di-
versity of origins;

Whereas the American dream first drew
people to the United States and continues to
drive business in the United States;

Whereas the success of the United States is
a result of the many distinct experiences of
the people of the United States, not in spite
of it;

Whereas, as a Nation of immigrants, we
must remember the generations of pioneers
that helped lay the railroads and build cities,
develop new industries, and fuel innovation
and the exchange of ideas;

Whereas immigrants start more than a
quarter of all new businesses in the United
States, and immigrants and their children
start more than 40 percent of Fortune 500
companies;

Whereas these businesses collectively em-
ploy tens of millions of people in the United
States and generate more than
$5,500,000,000,000 in annual revenue;

Whereas immigrants enhance the produc-
tive capacity of the United States economy
and contribute approximately
$2,000,000,000,000, or about 10 percent of an-
nual gross domestic product of the United
States;

Whereas immigrants in the United States
contribute greatly to advances in technology
and sciences;

Whereas 16 percent of all employed college
graduates and 54.5 percent of individuals
with a Ph.D. working in the fields of science,
technology, engineering, and math are immi-
grants;
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Whereas, between 2006 and 2012, 44 percent
of new tech startups in Silicon Valley, wide-
ly known as the international hub for tech-
nological development and innovation, had
at least 1 immigrant founder;

Whereas immigrants in the United States
plant, cultivate, and harvest the rich diver-
sity of agriculture products available today
from the farmlands of the United States;

Whereas each immigrant farm employee
supports 2 to 3 full-time jobs in processing,
transportation, and retail;

Whereas immigrants involved in agricul-
tural production aid in the food security and
independence of the United States;

Whereas the work of immigrants has di-
rectly enriched the culture of the United
States by influencing the performing arts
from Broadway to Hollywood, as well as aca-
demia, art, music, literature, media, fashion,
cuisine, customs, and cultural celebrations
enjoyed across the United States;

Whereas generations of immigrants have
come to the United States from all corners
of the world, and many immigrants tire-
lessly fought for the independence of the
United States, defending the ideals of the
country;

Whereas more than 30,000 lawful perma-
nent residents are serving in the Armed
Forces of the United States;

Whereas, since 2002, more than 102,000 men
and women, including individuals serving in
Iraq, Afghanistan, South Korea, Germany,
Japan, and elsewhere, have become citizens
while serving in the Armed Forces;

Whereas Congress represents a rich diver-
sity of communities across the United States
and works closely with a variety of diaspora
leaders from more than 60 ethnic caucuses to
ensure that the voices of United States citi-
zens from all backgrounds are heard; and

Whereas the United States was founded on
the universal promise that we are all created
equal: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes June 2019 as ‘“‘Immigrant
Heritage Month’’ in honor of the accomplish-
ments and role of immigrants and their chil-
dren in shaping the history and culture of
the United States;

(2) pledges to celebrate immigrant con-
tributions to, and immigrant heritage in,
each State;

(3) welcomes immigrants and their chil-
dren to find their place in the vibrant, multi-
ethnic, and integrated society of the United
States; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to always remember the immigrant
roots of the United States and to commemo-
rate the immigrant communities that con-
tinue to move the country forward.

————————

SENATE RESOLUTION 256—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF THE WEEK OF
JUNE 16 THROUGH JUNE 23, 2019,
AS “NATIONAL GI BILL COM-
MEMORATION WEEK” AND CELE-
BRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SERVICEMEN’S RE-
ADJUSTMENT ACT OF 1944

Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr. ISAK-
SON, and Mr. TESTER) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs:

S. RES. 256

Whereas, on July 28, 1943, in seeking a solu-
tion to integrate returning members of the
Armed Forces into civilian life, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt called for a com-
prehensive set of veterans benefits during a
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fireside chat saying, ‘‘While concentrating
on military victory, we are not neglecting
the planning of the things to come ... .
Among many other things we are, today, lay-
ing plans for the return to civilian life of our
gallant men and women in the Armed Serv-
ices.”;

Whereas, on June 22, 1944, in demonstra-
tion of the full support of the United States
for the transition of members of the Armed
Forces to civilian life, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed into law the Servicemen’s
Readjustment Act of 1944 (58 Stat. 284, chap-
ter 268), more commonly known as the “G.I.
Bill of Rights’’;

Whereas the Servicemen’s Readjustment
Act of 1944 was the culmination of the tire-
less work and advocacy of veteran service or-
ganizations and Members of Congress;

Whereas the Act made immediate financial
support, transformative educational bene-
fits, and home loan guarantees available to
the 16,000,000 veterans who served in the
Armed Forces during World War II;

Whereas the Act helped approximately
7,800,000 veterans enroll in post-secondary
education or training, helped to democratize
higher education in the United States, and
caused total post-secondary education en-
rollment to grow exponentially from 1,676,856
in 1945, with veterans accounting for 5.2 per-
cent of total post-secondary education en-
rollment, to 2,338,226 in 1947, with veterans
accounting for 49.2 percent of the total;

Whereas the Act contributed approxi-
mately 450,000 engineers, 240,000 accountants,
238,000 teachers, 91,000 scientists, 67,000 doc-
tors, 122,000 dentists, 17,000 writers and edi-
tors, and thousands of other professionals to
the workforce of the United States and ex-
panded the middle class more than at any
other point in the history of the United
States;

Whereas the Act expressed the duty, re-
sponsibility, and desire of a grateful United
States to see to it that those who served on
active duty in the Armed Forces are afforded
every opportunity to become disciplined
forces for prosperity and progress in the
United States through economic opportunity
and investment;

Whereas Congress passed subsequent Acts
to provide educational assistance to new
generations of veterans, including the Vet-
erans’ Readjustment Benefits Act of 1966
(Public Law 89-358), the Post-Vietnam Era
Veterans’ Educational Assistance Act of 1977
(title IV of Public Law 94-502), the Veterans’
Educational Assistance Act of 1984 (title VII
of Public Law 98-525), the Post-9/11 Veterans
Educational Assistance Act of 2008 (title V of
Public Law 110-252), and the Harry W.
Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance
Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-48);

Whereas, since the signing of the Service-
men’s Readjustment Act of 1944, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs has paid approxi-
mately $400,000,000,000 in educational assist-
ance to approximately 25,000,000 veterans and
their loved ones who continue to excel aca-
demically in post-secondary education;

Whereas the Act created the Department
of Veterans Affairs Home Loan Guarantee
program, which, since 1944, has provided a
pathway for approximately 24,000,000 vet-
erans to purchase a home guaranteed by the
Department, the majority of which are pur-
chased with no down payment;

Whereas the Act improved health care op-
portunities for veterans by transferring med-
ical facilities from the Army and the Navy
and providing funding for hospitals of the
Department of Veterans Affairs;

Whereas this combination of opportunities
changed the social and economic fabric of
the United States for the better, with a 1988
report from the Subcommittee on Education
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