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The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JOSH
HAWLEY, a Senator from the State of
Missouri.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, who rules the raging of
the sea, we thank You for these mo-
ments when we are more aware of Your
presence. We are grateful that we can
seize these opportunities to 1lift our
hearts in praise.

Use our lawmakers today to live with
such excellence that they will illu-
minate the darkness of our world.
Lord, give them the grace and mercy
that will inspire them to live for Your
glory. Remind them that the earnest
and fervent prayers of the righteous
avail much. Cleanse the inner foun-
tains of their hearts from all defile-
ment and pretense as they strive to
please and honor You.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 24, 2019.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable JOSH HAWLEY, a Sen-
ator from the State of Missouri, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
CHUCK GRASSLEY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. HAWLEY thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

—————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

——————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-

TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2020—MOTION TO PROCEED—Re-
sumed

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
the motion to proceed to S. 1790, which
the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to the consideration of
S. 1790, a bill to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2020 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, in vir-
tually every aspect of our lives, tech-
nology and innovation have made jobs
simpler and made us much more effi-
cient. You can easily track your ap-
pointments, hail a ride, or even change
the temperature of your house from
your smartphone. You can broaden the
reach of your small business, use fund-
raising platforms to raise money for a

cause you care about, and easily stay
connected with friends and family
around the globe. But for all the ways
these innovations have made our daily
life easier, they have also created an
array of security challenges.

We are all familiar with the high-pro-
file hacking targeting customer finan-
cial data and personal information. To
be sure, it is scary, but nowhere is the
threat of this hyperinnovation more
terrifying than on the national secu-
rity front.

The challenges we confront today
look different from those 100, 50, or
even b years ago. We are seeing new
technologies used in the battlefield,
like drones, and the race to develop
next-generation hypersonic missiles.
Top military officials, including ADM
Gary Roughead, cochair of the Com-
mission on National Defense Strategy,
have voiced their concerns about our
ability as a nation to confront these
rapidly evolving threats. Admiral
Roughead told Congress: ‘“We are oper-
ating a force today that was last mod-
ernized in the 1980s.”

That is unacceptable. We cannot send
our men and women in uniform into
battle to defend our freedom at a dis-
advantage or allow these rapidly
changing threats to outpace our ability
to respond. Our military should never
be fighting next-generation wars with
last-generation weapons and equip-
ment.

Of course, the goal is not to have to
fight any wars but to maintain the
peace through a superior military over
any of our potential adversaries. We
must continue to invest in military
modernization, which is why we need
to pass the National Defense Author-
ization Act, the bill that is presently
before the Senate.

This bill invests in cutting-edge tech-
nology to protect our military’s com-
bat advantage, including to promote 5G
networks, the hypersonic weapons that
we need to develop to maintain par-
ity—at least, with our adversaries—and
artificial intelligence.
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