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Why is that? Because people like the 

employees at Hope House, the director 
leading its expansion, the bride and 
groom, and our church congregations 
have the power to improve the world 
around them. 

I have another story to share, but it 
isn’t one of hope. It is one of people los-
ing their ability to serve their commu-
nity. 

Nearly 14,000 people live in Pend 
Oreille County in my district. Many 
work in timber, mining, the hospital, 
or elsewhere. However, in the entire 
county, we are down to one childcare 
center, just one, which is run by the 
local Tribe, and they have a long wait-
ing list. 

Statewide regulations are making it 
too difficult for local providers to com-
ply with licensing requirements. As 
one provider said in Washington, 
‘‘There’s a rule for a rule for a rule.’’ 

Even the public hospital in Pend 
Oreille County, with its resources and 
lawyers, couldn’t comply to open a 
daycare center. 

Just imagine if these one-size-fits-all 
rules were coming from the Federal 
Government for every single neighbor-
hood in America. It is not that far from 
reality. 

I hear every day from local officials, 
schools, farmers, and people who are 
overwhelmed by costly mandates 
forced on them by the Federal Govern-
ment. This is not what a government of 
the people, by the people, and for the 
people should look like. 

I rise to share these stories so that 
we will protect the people’s voices and, 
ultimately, their power to create those 
solutions that will work in their lives 
and their communities. 

By design and common sense, the in-
stitutions closest to the people yield 
the best results as well as build trust. 
If you were suddenly in need, who 
would you trust, Hope House, which 
you can look in the eye and know by 
name, or a phone number that directs 
you to someone sitting in a cubicle in 
Washington, D.C.? 

Losing that trust in community solu-
tions is what we risk when we start 
embracing socialism. Socialism will di-
minish our individual liberties, iso-
lating us from the institutions that 
empower us to make a difference in the 
world around us. It will concentrate 
power, where the people’s voices don’t 
stand a chance against corruption. 

That is why power doesn’t belong be-
hind an unelected bureaucrat’s desk, 
where scandals like we have seen at the 
IRS, the VA, and the FBI can run 
rampant. 

The promise of America is where peo-
ple, not the government, is trusted 
with the potential to achieve our 
dreams. We have a voice. We have that 
power in our community. 

The promise that socialism can pro-
vide these things is a false one. It never 
happens. 

Mr. Speaker, I will say it again: We 
are a government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people. For those 

words to be true, the people’s House 
must recognize where the people have 
the most power and freedom to make 
the best decisions for ourselves and our 
families. It isn’t in the Federal Govern-
ment. 

Like in Pend Oreille County, it is in 
the community. It is our community, 
our neighborhoods, our homes, our 
schools, PTA meetings, churches, local 
governments, and, yes, at Hope House 
and daycare centers, too. It is neighbor 
helping neighbor. We all need each 
other at different times in our lives. 

Mr. Speaker, it is community that 
we must stand for, for the American 
Dream to flourish. 
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MAKE COMMUNITIES HEALTHIER 
AND SAFER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about making our com-
munities healthier and safer for all 
Americans. 

Let me start out by urging my col-
leagues to join me and my colleague, 
JIM SENSENBRENNER, in supporting the 
Functional Gastrointestinal and Motil-
ity Disorder Research Enhancement 
Act, legislation that we are intro-
ducing today. 

There are millions of Americans who 
suffer from gastrointestinal and motil-
ity disorders. These are very common 
gastrointestinal disorders in the gen-
eral population, but they affect tens of 
millions of Americans. 

Symptoms of these disorders include 
pain in the inner organs, lack of motil-
ity, altered immune function, and al-
tered central nervous system function. 
Although these symptoms can be life- 
threatening, effective therapies exist. 
Treatment, generally, focuses on man-
agement of the symptoms. 

For nearly 30 years, patient advocacy 
organizations, like the International 
Foundation for Functional Gastro-
intestinal Disorders in my district, 
have been working to support affected 
individuals and their families. 

Mr. Speaker, we are asking all of our 
colleagues to join us in cosponsoring 
this important legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, while I am here address-
ing healthier and safer communities, I 
would be remiss if I did not mention 
the need to aggressively attack a cri-
sis, a health crisis, a public safety cri-
sis that is affecting all of our commu-
nities, and that is gun violence. 

Mr. Speaker, it is often said that it 
takes a village to raise a child, but it 
takes a village to protect children, too. 

That is why I am so inspired by my 
own hometown of Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, to see what our community is 
doing collectively to address gun vio-
lence. That is why I am inspired to see 
that Milwaukee hospitals are working 
to combat accidental shootings by of-
fering free gunlocks as a tool to pro-
tect children from guns in homes. The 
city is also working to put violence in-

terrupters in our community to teach 
people how to deescalate violence. 

Communities like Milwaukee have 
always stepped up when Congress falls 
short, but now, Mr. Speaker, it is time 
for Congress to act to pass common-
sense gun violence prevention meas-
ures that have widespread support. 

It has been over 100 days, Mr. Speak-
er, since the House has passed H.R. 8, 
strengthening background checks; H.R. 
1585, the VAWA reauthorization that 
includes new provisions to prevent 
abusers from accessing guns; and H.R. 
1112, closing the Charleston loophole 
that allows individuals to get a gun if 
their background checks haven’t been 
completed within 3 days, all legislation 
that would prevent the gun violence 
that is hurting all our communities. 
Yet, the Senate has failed to act, as 
key Senators have opposed taking any 
action. 

That is irresponsible. 
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We are not the only country that ex-
periences gun violence, but it seems 
that we are the only ones not to do 
anything about it except to offer 
thoughts and prayers and moments of 
silence. 

Well, I will tell you, no more silence 
over gun violence, from Sandy Hook 
where 26 were killed to the Pulse night-
club shooting where 49 were killed, to 
the third anniversary of the Oak Creek 
Sikh temple shooting where 6 were 
killed, to Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Florida where 17 were killed, 
to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where, last 
fall, a 13-year-old girl was killed by a 
stray bullet. Bullets don’t have eyes. 
This spring, an 11-year-old was wound-
ed by a stray bullet. 

Enough is enough. Mr. Speaker, it is 
time for the Senate to take up H.R. 8 
and to promote health and safety in 
our communities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL TORPY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of 
Mr. Michael Torpy, who passed away 
on June 10 at the age of 20. 

Diagnosed with an aggressive form of 
bone cancer as a senior in high school, 
Mr. Torpy refused to let the disease 
break his spirit. He spent nearly 100 
nights in the hospital receiving chemo-
therapy treatment, had numerous sur-
geries, and even had a prosthetic right 
leg. 

Yet Mr. Torpy went on to attend the 
University of Georgia, maintain 
straight A’s, and was named a Presi-
dential Scholar. 

He continued his favorite hobby of 
backpacking, kept up his wrestling 
form with his old coach, and made an 
effort every day to make his friends 
smile. 

Although not a long life, Mr. Torpy’s 
mother remembers that he lived his 
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