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many years in the Senate and before,
when he was attorney general. It is a
great honor for me to share the floor of
the Senate with him today.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO CHANSE JONES

Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President,
today I want to recognize my deputy
communications director, Chanse
Jones, who is leavlng my office in
early July after more than 4 years of
service to the State of Nebraska and to
me.

Although he is a Mississippian by
birth, Chanse has become an adopted
son of Nebraska. He started with me in
Washington as a press assistant in 2015.
I quickly learned he was someone with
a big personality, big ideas, and a lot of
creativity, so I promoted him to the
role of deputy press secretary. He
worked hard, and it wasn’t long before
he became my press secretary and then
my deputy communications director.

As the years went by, Chanse came to
love and be loved by so many commu-
nities across the State of Nebraska. He
joined me for many road trips all
across the Good Life. These trips took
us from Omaha to Scottsbluff, to my
ranch outside of Valentine, to the
northeast part of the state, and many
places between—the stories he could
tell about our ‘‘adventures.”

During these journeys, Chanse en-
deared himself to Nebraskans with his
charming nature. He is a delight, and
he made friends just about everywhere
he went. While on the road, he also
captured Nebraska’s beauty in many
ways, including through wonderful
photographs that I will forever cherish.

When carrying out his job respon-
sibilities whether in Nebraska or in
Washington, Chanse always brought a
sense of fun to every task. He has been
a dear friend to me and a fierce pro-
tector. He is also an original ‘‘Friend of
Fred” and godparent of my
goldendoodle, Fred Fischer. In fact, he
helped us find Fred and was with us
when we rescued him a few years ago.

The three of us, Fred, my husband
Bruce, and I, are certainly going to
miss Chanse’s company.

I want to thank Chanse for his
friendship and his service to the people
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of Nebraska over the years. I wish him
all the best in this next chapter of his
career, and I am excited to see what
life has in store for him.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO JOHN MANCHESTER

® Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President,
today I wish to recognize a friend and
fellow public servant of the great State
of West Virginia, John Manchester, as
Friday marks his retirement from 16
years of service as the mayor of
Lewisburg, WV. Under John’s leader-
ship, the city of Lewisburg has endured
tough times, yet still flourishes as one
of the cultural epicenters for our State,
nestled deep in the rolling hills of Ap-
palachia and the mighty Greenbrier
River.

Although Mayor Manchester is not a
native West Virginian, the love for this
State has rooted itself deep within
him. After graduating from Brown Uni-
versity, he packed his bags for Morgan-
town, WV, and became a Mountaineer
as he accepted a research assistantship
with West Virginia University. How-
ever, it wasn’t until 1982 that these
country roads called John and his wife
Connie home to the Greenbrier River
Valley, when they settled in the small
town of Renick, WV.

John and his family began to grow
into the fabric of the small town with
only 200 residents. First, they started
their own sawmill and entered the tim-
ber business. The harsh West Virginia
winter forced John to reconsider his
line of work, and he took a job as an
editor with a newspaper, the Moun-
taineer Messenger. From there, John’s
desire to give back to the community
that had given so much to him and his
family took over, and he accepted the
vacated mayor position in Renick. It
would be this experience with local
government that would inspire John to
run for mayor of Lewisburg when his
family moved in 2003.

Sixteen years later, Mayor Man-
chester still calls Lewisburg the best
small town in West Virginia. I truly be-
lieve in John’s vision and dedication
for Lewisburg and can personally at-
test to how special of a place that this
town is. One can sense a deep com-
munal bond in this locale, which is a
direct result of the strong character of
its people and the examples set by its
leadership.

Leadership begins and ends with
service. Mayor Manchester is someone
who exemplifies service, not only by
his words, but by how he lives his life
every day. Three years ago, Greenbrier
County experienced an historic flood,
and while Lewisburg experienced its
share of high water, it was spared the
widespread devastation that hit the
nearby towns of White Sulphur Springs
and Rainelle. Once Lewisburg was safe
and sound, the residents, under the
leadership of John Manchester, pulled
together and took care of their neigh-
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bors throughout the Greenbrier Valley.
I appreciate and commend the leader-
ship Mayor Manchester showed during
that difficult time and throughout his
tenure as mayor.

Mayor Manchester has many accom-
plishments over the past 16 years of
service as the mayor of Lewisburg. On
a personal note, I would like to thank
John for his kindness to my staff and
me during our many interactions over
the years. The people of Lewisburg are
very fortunate John Manchester chose
to live in West Virginia and serve its
residents through his constant devo-
tion, truly making this State and his
city a better place to live. I wish him
well in his retirement. It is truly an
honor to call you friend and fellow
West Virginian.e

——

TRIBUTE TO ANDREA “ANDY”
PENDLETON

e Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President,
today I wish to honor my friend and
the first woman mayor of the town of
Rainelle, WV, Andrea ‘“Andy”’ Pen-
dleton. Mayor Andy, as her friends call
her, has served the town of Rainelle
and Greenbrier County for the past 8
years, standing tall in the face of ad-
versity and some of the toughest times
that the Greenbrier River Valley has
ever experienced. As the first woman
elected to the Senate from West Vir-
ginia, I greatly admire Andy’s initia-
tive and her desire to give back to her
community through public service.

Growing up in West Virginia teaches
you to be tough, it teaches you to be
respectful, and it teaches you take care
of those around you. I know by Mayor
Andy’s character and her desire to help
others that she holds those same West
Virginia values close to her heart. To
this day, Andy credits many of the
positive qualities she possesses to the
time she spent growing up in her fam-
ily’s discount food store, working 7
days a week. Little did she know that
these fundamental lessons were build-
ing her into the leader that the town of
Rainelle desperately needed.

The historic floods that ripped
through West Virginia in June of 2016
devastated Rainelle, with almost 90
percent of homes and businesses rav-
aged by the flood water. Out of the 23
West Virginians we lost on that day,
five of them were members of the
Rainelle community. Mayor Andy was
on the scene immediately and worked
tirelessly in the days and months fol-
lowing the flood. From moving logs
and rocks, alerting first responders,
and keeping the community together,
she dove directly into the flood relief
process and led by example. She was
tireless.

The impact that Mayor Andy has had
on her community will be felt for far
longer than her tenure as mayor. She
was the driving force in securing funds
to construct a new water system that
efficiently supplies clean drinking
water to the people of her town. In ad-
dition, she has also worked to replace
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