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over the Cape Cod Canal bridges. The Canal
bridges were completed in 1935 and 1938.
They were constructed for the age of the
Model T, and not the age of the SUV.

The Canal bridges are now insufficient for
the needs of the Cape and Islands community.
The lanes on the bridges are too narrow, and
do not reflect current federal highway stand-
ards. They lack a breakdown lane that could
be used for additional road space in an emer-
gency. With the Canal bridges in their current
state on a busy summer weekend, the traffic
can back up for miles. During an evacuation
scenario, this congestion would be far worse
and pose a real risk to public safety.

The Cape Cod Canal bridges have reached
the end of their useful lives, and modern re-
placements for them will be needed within the
next several years. Replacementt bridges
must be designed soon so that the United
States Government can live up to its responsi-
bility to provide transit for Cape Cod residents
and visitors over the Cape Cod Canal—espe-
cially in the event of an emergency.

The Canal bridges, and projects like them
across the nation, need funding to support
them through the costly design phase. Without
designs in hand, it is impossible for transpor-
tation planners to precisely estimate the scope
of work and costs of replacing this aging infra-
structure so they can move forward towards
construction. That is why my amendment is so
important not only for our community, but
communities like ours around the country.

———

HONORING JOHN JOSEPH
MANFREDA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 27, 2019

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to remember John Jo-
seph Manfreda for his lifelong belief in and
staunch commitment to exceptional public
service.

Born in Washington, DC, Mr. Manfreda re-
ceived his undergraduate degree in business
finance and economics from the University of
Maryland. He earned his law degree from the
American University School of Law in 1970
and earned a master’s degree in tax law from
Georgetown University Law Center in 1974.
Mr. Manfreda began his almost 50-year career
in public service at the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, and Firearms (ATF) Counsel Office
and its Internal Revenue Service predecessor.
From 1999 to 2003, he served as Chief Coun-
sel for ATF. Mr. Manfreda was integral to the
founding of the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and
Trade Bureau (TTB). He served TTB as the
Deputy Administrator before being appointed
to the Administrator of the Bureau in 2005.

Mr. Manfreda was widely respected for his
knowledge, fairness, and honesty by his col-
leagues and those he worked with in the in-
dustry he regulated. He helped write many al-
cohol laws when he served as Counsel for
ATF and retained the information about those
laws. He was a fair man and was always will-
ing to listen. Mr. Manfreda was an honorable
man of character who valued honesty and
demonstrated that value. Mr. Manfreda was
recognized for his important work with the
Meritorious and Distinguished Presidential
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Rank Awards and the Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
and Firearms.

Madam Speaker, John Joseph Manfreda
was a dedicated public servant who held the
sincere belief in the good of public service. He
inspired his coworkers and was a friend and
mentor to all who knew him and a devoted
family man to his wife, children, and grand-
children. It is therefore fitting and proper that
we remember the life and honor the service of
John Joseph Manfreda here today.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE USCGC ‘“MACKI-
NAW” IN CHEBOYGAN, MICHIGAN

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 27, 2019

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my
honor to recognize the 75th anniversary of the
United States Coast Guard Cutter Mackinaw,
based out of Cheboygan, Michigan.

The original Icebreaker Mackinaw (WAGB-
83) was constructed during World War Il to fa-
cilitate winter shipping over the Great Lakes
and maintain year-round war-time production
of steel. Cheboygan served as her home port
as she played this critical role. After more than
62 years of outstanding service facilitating
commerce in support of the economy and se-
curity of the entire nation, the original Macki-
naw was decommissioned in 2006 and re-
placed with the USCGC Mackinaw (WLBB-
30). Performing the same critical icebreaking
role as her namesake, the Mackinaw also
serves year-round as an Aids to Navigation
ship and conducts law enforcement, search
and rescue, and environmental emergency re-
sponse missions. Its unique design makes it
exceptionally maneuverable and capable of
breaking smooth ice up to 42 inches thick.
Since the first ship was launched 75 years
ago, the impact of the Mackinaw on economy
and security of Michigan and the entire coun-
try cannot be overstated.

The anniversary celebration for the Macki-
naw will take place as a part of the 8th Annual
Michigan Waterways festival, a 4-day commu-
nity celebration of the Michigan Inland Water-
way and Northern Michigan, running from
June 27th to the 30th.

Madam Speaker, the celebration of the 8th
Annual Waterways Festival is the perfect op-
portunity for us to appreciate the history and
service of the USCGC Mackinaw and her
crew. Michiganders can take immense pride in
knowing that the First District is home to such
an important vessel. On behalf of my constitu-
ents, | wish the Mackinaw, her crew, and the
city of Cheboygan all the best in their future
endeavors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 27, 2019
Mrs. WALORSKI. Madam Speaker, on

Wednesday June 26, 2019, | wasn’t able to
vote due to a family emergency.

June 27, 2019

Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 415; NAY on Roll Call
No. 416; YEA on Roll Call No. 417; YEA on
Roll Call No. 418; and YEA on Roll Call No.
419,

——————

COMMANDER JAMES B. MILLS

HON. KEVIN HERN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 27, 2019

Mr. KEVIN HERN of Oklahoma. Madam
Speaker, this week, | welcomed to my office a
family of constituents in town to celebrate the
life and legacy of a fallen war hero at Arlington
National Cemetery.

The Geiger family traveled here to honor the
life of their relative Commander James B.
Mills, who died more than 50 years ago while
serving in the Navy.

Commander Mills’ plane disappeared from
radar just past midnight on September 21,
1966. No distress call was heard, no one saw
the plane go down, and extensive aerial
searches yielded no clues as to what hap-
pened to Commander Mills and his copilot
James Bauder.

For more than 50 years, Commander Mills’
family had no closure on his loss, until about
a year ago when his remains were found off
the coast of Vietnam.

This week, Commander Mills was honored
with a burial at the Arlington National Ceme-
tery attended by more than 300 people who
came to celebrate his life and finally put Com-
mander Mills to rest in his home country as
the hero he is. Commander Mills and his loved
ones have found peace at last.

CARIBBEAN AMERICAN HERITAGE

HON. STACEY E. PLASKETT

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 27, 2019

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, as Ameri-
cans begin many of the pastimes of summer
that are quintessentially American—baseball,
backyard barbeques, family road trips—Carib-
bean Americans spend the month of June re-
flecting on their contributions and melded cul-
tures in the United States.

Congress adopted H. Con. Res. 71 which
established the Caribbean American Heritage
month, sponsored by Congresswoman Bar-
bara Lee and signed into law by President
George W. Bush in 2006. “Whereas people of
Caribbean heritage are found in every State of
the Union . . .” is the first line of the U.S.
House of Representatives’ resolution to estab-
lish a Caribbean American Heritage month.
While the Act establishing Caribbean Amer-
ican Heritage month emphasized the present
influence of Caribbean Americans, American
history would not be complete without the inte-
gration and support of Caribbean people.
From America’s founding to the present, Car-
ibbean people have supported and assisted in
the creation of a collective American identify—
the articulation of the nation’s rightful place in
the world, its traditions, its language and cul-
tural style.

Despite being ostracized and alienated by
many of his contemporaries for his Caribbean
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