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In May 1944, 1,100 U.S. military men joined
ranks to form what would be called “the Ghost
Army.”

Composed largely of artists, this unit had
unusual orders: not to avoid detection by
enemy forces, but to actively attract attention
through an ingenious optical illusion.

One of them was Staff Sergeant Stanley
Nance, signal Company Special of the 23rd
Headquarters Special Troops.

The Ghost Army’s tactics were to imper-
sonate other Allied units, using inflatable tanks
and jeeps made of sticks and burlap, to make
the enemy believe that large factions of sol-
diers were on Omaha Beach and surrounding
areas, after D-Day.

Massive speakers were mounted to the
back of military vehicles, blasting the ambient
noises of a much larger unit. They sounded
like they were coming from the battlefield, but
in fact had been recorded months before in
fort Knox, Kentucky.

Kept a secret until 1985, the story of the
Ghost Army and those in its ranks serves as
a heroic tale of young Americans’ bold actions
to defend freedom.

Decades later, Staff Sergeant Nance’s
great-granddaughter, Madeline Christianson,
told his story through a history project, which
recently won the World War Il History Award
at the National History Competition. Her
project is an amazing re-creation of a story of
skill, courage and triumph—unique in the an-
nals of history.

As we prepare to celebrate Independence
Day 2019, we honor two extraordinary genera-
tions of Utahns—the soldier who helped de-
feat tyranny during World War Il, and his
great-granddaughter who is keeping the story
of heroism alive.

———

SUPPORT OF AMENDMENT NO. 35
TO H.R. 3055

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 27, 2019

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of my amendment numbered 35 to Di-
vision A of H.R. 3055 to direct the National In-
stitutes of Standards and Technologies to es-
tablish standards for pyrrhotite in concrete ag-
gregate. Pyrrhotite is a mineral that unfortu-
nately has been mixed into concrete aggre-
gate and is widespread in concrete founda-
tions and residential commercial municipal
buildings in Connecticut and Massachusetts,
and parts of Quebec, Canada, that after expo-
sure to moisture, causes the material to pre-
mature crumbling and collapse because of
rusting.

Estimates are as high as thousands of
structures in the New England region are af-
fected with crumbling foundations, causing
catastrophic losses to homeowners and mu-
nicipalities. By establishing standards for
pyrrhotite content, NIST could mitigate the
problem from occurring in other areas, or at
least reduce the costs of mitigation.

Right now, any level of pyrrhotite is consid-
ered a cancer on a property and makes it un-
marketable. This amendment would allocate
$4 million from the NIST general operations
funds towards pyrrhotite research, which my
office and others have been discussing over
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the last year. The amendment would require
NIST to research the best testing methods for
pyrrhotite detection, as well as to develop a
pyrrhotite risk rating scale. This amendment
would utilize the world’s leading researchers to
mitigate the cost of this problem. In addition,
my amendment requests that NIST work with
leading academic institutions in this area to
expedite this research process—including ex-
pediting the procurement process for obtaining
concrete samples, should NIST need to utilize
core samples containing pyrrhotite to conduct
this research.

| urge adoption of this en-bloc package, and
| want to thank Mr. ADERHOLT and Mr.
SERRANO for their kind support for this meas-
ure.

——————

HONORING SPECIAL AGENT MI-
CHAEL WILLIAMS ON HIS RE-
TIREMENT

HON. GARY J. PALMER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 27, 2019

Mr. PALMER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor Special Agent Michael Williams for his
32 years of dedicated service to Alabama as
a member of the United States Secret Service.
He concludes his distinguished career as the
Special Agent in Charge of the U.S. Secret
Service Birmingham Field Office, where he
has had executive oversight over operations in
Alabama and Mississippi since 2016.

Special Agent Williams is a native of Bir-
mingham and a graduate of the University of
Alabama at Birmingham. He joined the Secret
Service in 1985 and over the span of his ca-
reer has been recognized for investigative ex-
cellence, including receiving the Outstanding
Law Enforcement Officer of the Year Award.

In 1996, he was assigned to the Presidential
Protective Division in Washington, D.C. where
he protected President William J. Clinton and
President George W. Bush. He was promoted
to a Supervisory Special Agent assigned to
the Protective Intelligence Division in 2001.

Special Agent Wiliams was able to come
home in 2003, when he was promoted to As-
sistant Special Agent in Charge of the Bir-
mingham Field Office.

He returned to Washington, D.C. in 2005
where he served as the Assistant Special
Agent in Charge of the Presidential Protective
Division. In October 2008, he was promoted to
the Special Agent in Charge of the Columbia,
South Carolina Field Office.

In January 2013, he once again found his
way to D.C. when he was promoted into the
Senior Executive Service where he served as
the Special Agent in Charge of the Protective
Intelligence and Assessment Division. In this
capacity, he had executive oversight for pro-
tective intelligence, threat assessments and
the Secret Service behavioral analysis pro-
gram. In 2015, he was promoted to the posi-
tion of Deputy Assistant Director in the Secret
Service Office of Protective Operations. He
ensured that the President, the First Lady and
all protected persons, places and events re-
ceived the highest level of security based on
threats and vulnerabilities.

Throughout his career, Special Agent Wil-
liams has also served the community volun-
teering for a number of organizations, includ-
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ing the Big Brother program, Boys/Girls Club
and Crime Stoppers of Metro Alabama. He is
a member of Kappa Alpha Phi fraternity and
received UAB’s Outstanding Alumni Award.
He is married to Angela Bryant-Williams and
they have a son, Bryant Michael Williams.

| am grateful to Special Agent Williams for
his 32 years of service to this country and
wish him well in retirement.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 27, 2019

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Madam
Speaker, on Monday, June 24, 2019 | unfortu-
nately missed evening votes due to a flight
delay. | also missed a vote on June 25th. Had
| been present, | would have voted NAY on
Roll Call No. 399; YEA on Roll Call No. 400;
YEA on Roll Call No. 401; YEA on Roll Call
No. 402; and YEA on Roll Call No. 411.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN WEEKS
HON. BRETT GUTHRIE

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 27, 2019

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the service of longtime Ken-
tuckian Mr. John Weeks and to wish him well
in his retirement.

For over 40 years, John has provided legal
counsel in the commonwealth of Kentucky be
it to the Courier Journal daily newspaper,
WHAS TV and radio, Standard Gravure, Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of Kentucky, and—
since 1992—Delta Dental of Kentucky. In
2000, he became Vice President and General
Counsel and in that capacity has been respon-
sible for legal affairs and legal compliance in-
cluding insurance regulation, HIPAA, employ-
ment law, federal requirements, and govern-
ment relations for the company at both the
state and federal level.

Prior to his successful legal career, John
served this great county in the United States
Navy submarine and intelligence branches.
And continued to help other veterans—serving
on the board of the Kentucky chapter of USA
Cares, a veterans support organization.

| was able to work directly with John from
time to time and enjoyed getting to know him
and his family well. I'm sure he is looking for-
ward to spending more time with his wife,
Lynda, and their children and grandchildren. |
would like to formally congratulate John on his
retirement and wish him luck in this next chap-
ter.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF COLONEL
DOUGLAS B. GUTTORMSEN

HON. VICKY HARTZLER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 27, 2019

Mrs. HARTZLER. Madam Speaker, it has
come to my attention that Colonel Douglas B.
Guttormsen is retiring as the U.S. Army Corps
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