
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 116th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

.

S4587 

Vol. 165 WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2019 No. 109 

Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal Lord, the center of our joy, 

we come to You, drawn by Your uncon-
ditional love. Lord, give us reverential 
awe as You open our eyes to see Your 
power and majesty. 

Help our lawmakers become aware of 
Your presence, giving them Your peace 
and illuminating their paths. May they 
rejoice because You are their refuge. 
Lord, bless their families, surrounding 
them with the shield of Your favor. 
Draw our Senators close to You and to 
one another in humility and service. 

And, Lord, we thank You for the 
faithfulness of the 2019 U.S. Senate 
summer pages as they prepare to leave 
us. We pray that You would bless and 
keep them. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
TILLIS). The Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for 90 sec-
onds as in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ALZHEIMER’S AND BRAIN 
AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, June 
is Alzheimer’s and Brain Awareness 
Month. 

It is important to recognize the im-
pact Alzheimer’s has on families in 

Iowa and across the country and to rec-
ognize the cost to taxpayers because of 
the care it takes in the last years of 
their lives. This disease robs Ameri-
cans of their memories and impacts 
their ability to speak, pay attention, 
and exercise judgment. 

The best way for Congress to help 
with Alzheimer’s disease is to ensure 
adequate research funding to find 
treatments. As Congress considers ap-
propriations for next year, we should 
continue to fund research and work to-
ward curing this disease. 

f 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, on 

another point, the Supreme Court 
made a decision this week that I very 
much disagree with. I am an advocate 
for the Freedom of Information Act 
and for the public’s business being pub-
lic, and this Supreme Court decision 
inhibited that. 

In a self-governed society, the people 
ought to know what their government 
is up to. Transparency laws, like the 
Freedom of Information Act, help to 
provide access to information in the 
face of an opaque and obstinate govern-
ment. Unfortunately, a recent Supreme 
Court ruling and new regulations at 
the EPA and the Department of the In-
terior are undermining access to there 
being public information. 

In other words, the public’s business 
ought to be public. So I am working on 
legislation to address these develop-
ments and to promote access to gov-
ernment records. Americans deserve an 
accountable government, and trans-
parency leads to accountability. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NICK NURSE 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, on a 

little lighter note, I am proud to say 
that the NBA season concluded with a 
University of Northern Iowa graduate’s 
being able to call himself a champion. 

The Toronto Raptors’ head coach, 
Nick Nurse, graduated from my alma 

mater. He played for the University of 
Northern Iowa Panthers from 1985 to 
1989. Nick went on to coach numerous 
teams, including for Grand View Uni-
versity in Des Moines. Nick knows how 
to reignite hometown pride. He led the 
first and only boys’ Class 3–A cham-
pionship for Kuemper Catholic High 
School in Carroll, IA. He is a class act. 
Congratulations to Nick. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

BORDER SECURITY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 8 
weeks ago, the administration sent 
Congress an urgent request for humani-
tarian money for the border. For 8 
weeks, we have seen evidence nearly 
every day that the conditions have 
been getting worse. Yet, during all of 
this time, our Democratic House col-
leagues have been unable to produce a 
clean measure to provide this humani-
tarian funding with its having any 
chance of becoming law. 

The proposal they finally passed this 
week was way to the left of the main-
stream. The President made it clear it 
would earn a veto, not a signature. 
Even so, in an abundance of fairness, 
the Senate voted on Speaker PELOSI’s 
effort—poison pill riders and all. It 
earned just 37 votes. The House pro-
posal earned 37 votes here. Fortu-
nately, we do have a chance to make 
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