S4614

In Youngstown that somber day, we
talked about where we go from here to
stop anti-Semitism and hatred. I asked
them for input about what the Federal
Government can do to help keep the
Jewish community safe. Part of the
input I got was that we need more help
on best practices on security and more
resources to protect our community
centers, our schools, our churches, our
synagogues, our mosques.

The resurgence of this anti-Semitism
must be confronted and defeated with
all the energy we can bring to bear.
But sadly, it is not just related to the
Jewish community, which has known
it for over the centuries. Hate seldom
stops at one religion or one country.

Hundreds of Christians in Sri Lanka
were massacred in churches and hotels
on Easter Sunday. In New Zealand, the
shooting at the mosques in Christ-
church killed at least 49 people. We
will never forget the 2015 tragic
killings of African-American parish-
ioners at Emmanuel AME Church in
Charleston, SC, where I have visited
and prayed, or the 2017 attacks on the
First Baptist Church in Sutherland
Springs, TX.

While I have highlighted unconscion-
able mass murders, there are so many
other examples of vandalism and har-
assment. We saw this in my home
State of Ohio this February, where a
man holding a gun smashed the win-
dows of a mosque in Dayton while wor-
shipers were praying inside. We saw it
in Louisiana this April when three his-
torically Black churches were delib-
erately burned down within the same
parish. This violence is senseless and
contrary to our values as Americans.

Our first obligation as Americans and
certainly as public officials is to stand
up and say this must stop. Stop the
hate—not just partisan finger-pointing
but a single, unified message. Targeted
communities cannot stop it on their
own. We must remind all of our fellow
citizens that we are all made in the
image of God, and the anti-Semitism,
the hatred, and the violence are not ac-
ceptable in this country.

Sadly, if these trends are any indica-
tion, we also have to recognize these
attacks are likely to continue, and I
think Congress can and should do more
to provide synagogues, mosques,
churches, and other faith-based organi-
zations with best practices and more
resources to secure their facilities ef-
fectively.

Based in part on the input I received
in Youngstown that sad day, I have
been the leading supporter of the Non-
profit Security Grant Program. This
grant program allows nonprofits, in-
cluding synagogues and other faith-
based organizations, to apply for funds
they can use to access best practices to
secure their facilities and to train per-
sonnel.

Some good news came out recently.
Under the new Department of Home-
land Security rules, nonprofits are now
permitted to hire armed security per-
sonnel with these funds. That is some-
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thing I had promoted. I think it is a
good idea because it is needed. Last
year, I led a bipartisan letter with Sen-
ator CASEY to push for a total of $60
million for the program nationwide. I
am happy to say that funding level was
incorporated in the final Homeland Se-
curity appropriations bill.

This year, I am working with my col-
leagues to actually authorize this pro-
gram to be sure it will be there in the
future and to increase the amount of
funding in the program to $75 million
so that nonprofits outside of the larg-
est urban areas—which are currently
being served through the initial pro-
gram—also have access to this funding.
Unfortunately, in a lot of instances I
talked about earlier, it was not in
major urban centers. So it is being
spread well beyond our big cities.

To support that effort, my colleague
Senator GARY PETERS and I have intro-
duced bipartisan legislation called the
Protecting Faith-Based and Nonprofit
Organizations from Terrorism Act to
provide best practices and more fund-
ing for hardening vulnerable nonprofits
and faith-based institutions and for
training resources for those congrega-
tions.

The bill authorizes $75 million annu-
ally for the next 5 years, $560 million to
be used by nonprofits located within
high-risk, large urban areas, and the
rest will be available for nonprofits in
other areas.

I am pleased to report that the
Homeland Security Committee unani-
mously approved this bill last week. I
look forward to its coming to the floor,
where I hope it can be passed on a bi-
partisan basis. While our bill is pend-
ing, I hope my colleagues in the Appro-
priations Committee will once again be
receptive to the letter and spirit of our
bill to make those resources available
to urban and nonurban areas alike.

I will continue to work with my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to en-
sure that the thousands of religious
and other nonprofit institutions in
Ohio and across our country are safe
and welcoming places. I pray we will
see the day when such security grants
are not necessary because we will abide
by the admonition to love our neigh-
bors as ourselves. But in the meantime,
let’s do what we can to give our com-
munities the know-how, the resources,
and the best practices so they can be
safer and more secure.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

———

FISCAL CHALLENGES

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I thank the
Senator from Ohio for his outstanding
comments on faith-biased security and
the immigration crisis that we are fac-
ing and the solutions he suggested. We
have a lot of work to do there.

Now you get to hear from the ac-
countant.

I come to the floor today to call at-
tention to the Federal Government’s
unsustainable fiscal outlook.
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Yesterday in the Senate Budget Com-
mittee we had a hearing on fixing our
broken budget and spending process,
with a focus on securing our country’s
fiscal future. Our witness was the
Comptroller General of the United
States, the head of the Government Ac-
countability Office.

In April of this year, GAO issued its
third annual update on the nation’s fis-
cal health. The report concluded that
the Federal Government is on an
unsustainable fiscal path.

A Congressional Budget Office report
released this week on the long-term
budget outlook painted a similarly
bleak picture, noting that our surging
Federal debt is putting our Nation at
risk of a ‘‘fiscal crisis.”” This is one of
the charts we got to see. I know it is
pretty hard for people to read. We are
figuring out a way to make this bigger.

The impact will be tremendous. It
shows that, in 2019, Social Security
spending passed the $1 trillion mark
annually. In 2021, the highway trust
fund will be unable to meet all obliga-
tions. In 2022, the discretionary spend-
ing caps will expire, allowing unlimited
spending. In 2025, the Pension Benefit
Guaranty Corporation multiemployer
fund will be depleted. It will be insuffi-
cient to pay full benefits to insolvent
pension plans. In 2025, CBO projects the
net interest spending will surpass the
spending on national defense. In 2026,
the Medicare hospital insurance trust
fund will be depleted. With some in-
coming revenue, it will be sufficient to
pay 91 percent of hospital-related Medi-
care spending, which is already forced
to be low.

In 2030, the net interest spending will
exceed $1 trillion annually. The inter-
est will exceed $1 trillion annually.

In 2031, mandatory spending and in-
terest will consume all Federal rev-
enue. It means we will not get to make
any decisions on anything that isn’t
mandatory, which we don’t get to
make decisions on right now.

In 2032, the Social Security trust
fund will be depleted. The amount of
money coming in that will be paid out
right away will only pay 77 percent of
the scheduled benefits. I will cover that
more later.

Those are a few of the fiscal cliffs we
are facing that could be solved now,
that have to be solved now. If they are
solved now, they have simpler, less
impactful problems than if we wait
until the cliff gets here.

The Federal Government is swim-
ming in a sea of red ink that threatens
to drown America’s future generations.
If current laws don’t change, debt as a
percentage of GDP, will soar to unprec-
edented levels over the next 30 years.
Let me repeat that. If current laws
don’t change, debt as a percentage of
GDP—that is production—will soar to
unprecedented levels over the next 30
years. By 2037, our debt-to-GDP ratio—
that is debt-to-production—will sur-
pass the historical records set in the
aftermath of World War II. By 2049,
debt will stand at 144 percent of GDP.
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That is how bond investors determine
the likelihood of getting their money
back. Interest rates reflect that fact
and go up as risk increases. As that
percentage goes up, the risk increases.
The amount we have to pay to borrow
any money will go up, if people still
loan us money, which gets us to what
is on the chart.

In 2030, net interest will exceed $1
trillion a year annually. That is not
buying anything; that is paying the in-
terest.

In most of the Nation’s history, we
have only seen periods of high spending
and debt during wars and other emer-
gencies, and the increase has been tem-
porary, but today’s fiscal situation is
different.

We are facing a demographic fiscal
storm. For decades, nonpartisan ex-
perts, including the Congressional
Budget Office and the Government Ac-
countability Office, have warned of the
budget pressures that we would face as
baby boomers aged and began to retire.
We heard yesterday from the GAO
that, on average, more than 10,000 peo-
ple per day turn 65 years of age, and in
the next few years, that number will
rise to more than 11,000. Here is a little
chart of how those thousands per day
gTOwW.

Some of us were under the impres-
sion, of course, that the baby boomers
eventually would die. That is kind of
an inevitable sort of thing. What we
didn’t count on was the extra longevity
that everybody will have and the fact
that there are other generations com-
ing up. So the chart does not tail off
here on the end. The chart continues to
grow, even though the birth rate is
down.

The combination of aging population,
longer lifespans, and rising per-bene-
ficiary healthcare costs put enormous
pressure on our spending.

According to the CBO, the projected
explosion in debt we will see over the
next few decades and beyond occurs be-
cause of mandatory spending—particu-
larly Social Security and major
healthcare programs, specifically,
Medicare and Medicaid—not to men-
tion the interest payments on the na-
tional debt that will permanently grow
faster than Federal revenues.

This autospent money—spending
that is never looked at—has already
grown from about 36 percent of the
Federal budget 50 years ago to 70 per-
cent today. If left unchecked, CBO
projects that more than 80 cents of
every dollar the government spends
will be on mandatory spending, guaran-
teed to be spent without further ap-
proval, not to mention the interest by
2049.

Because mandatory spending oper-
ates on autopilot, not subject to the
annual appropriations process, it often
escapes congressional scrutiny and
proper oversight. It would be one thing
if mandatory spending programs by-
passed the appropriations process be-
cause they were fully funded through
their own dedicated source of revenue,
but that is not the case.
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As this chart shows, many of the
largest mandatory programs, such as
Medicaid and food stamps, don’t have
their own source of funding and instead
rely entirely on money from the Treas-
ury’s general fund. You can see the
blue here. That is money that will be
coming in. The red is the extra money
that has to be spent to meet the obliga-
tions. On some of these, you will note
that there is no blue at all. That means
this is coming out of the general fund,
which is where we expect to be able to
get defense, education, and all of the
other things we do. So there is enough
spent right here on excess that doesn’t
have a source of revenue that forces ev-
erything else we do to be borrowed, and
I already mentioned the problems of
borrowing.

Even though some of these programs
do collect some revenue—and a few of
them do collect their own revenue—
they often spend more than they take
in. It didn’t used to be the case. We
used to have a lot more people working
and paying into Social Security than
were receiving Social Security, and
there used to be a huge surplus, which
we spent and then put as bonds in the
drawer. We are now drawing down on
those bonds, even though there is no
real money to back them up, but that
is about to be depleted as well.

Over the next 10 years, CBO projects
that Social Security spending will
total $14.4 trillion, but the program’s
dedicated tax revenues will only cover
$11.8 trillion of that. That is $14.4 tril-
lion going out and $11.8 trillion coming
in. You can’t do that very long.

CBO projects that under current law,
Social Security’s combined trust funds
would be exhausted through 2032. You
may say: That is a long time into the
future, 2032. Well, that is 3 years ear-
lier than the Social Security trustees
estimated just earlier this year. How
many times can we have that acceler-
ated by 3 years before we are at the
cliff?

Total Medicare spending will amount
to $11.5 trillion over the next 10 years,
but the program just collects $6 trillion
in dedicated taxes and premiums—
again, $11.5 trillion going out and $6
trillion coming in.

CBO and the Medicare trustees both
projected Medicare’s Hospital Insur-
ance Trust Fund, which covers inpa-
tient hospital services, hospice care,
skilled nursing facilities, and home
health services, will be depleted in 2026.

Spending on military and civilian re-
tirement programs will total nearly $2
trillion, but Federal employees’ con-
tributions toward their pension will
only be $70 billion. I don’t like that
word ‘‘trillion.” It is kind of hard to
wrap your head around it. Billions are
tough enough, but $2 trillion is $2,000
billion. That is what is going out, $2,000
billion. What is coming in is $70 billion.
There is a little bit of a gap. Just as
with most other spending programs,
this difference will be made up with
general fund revenues, which today are
all borrowed funds.

S4615

Social Security and much of Medi-
care is supposed to be different though.
Under current law, once their respec-
tive trust funds are exhausted, those
programs will still pay out money, but
they will only be able to pay out as
much in benefits as they have coming
in. We heard yesterday from the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office that,
for Medicare, that means only being
able to pay 91 cents on the dollar for
hospital-related Medicare spending.
How long do you think doctors will put
up with that? How many hospitals will
that put out of business? For Social Se-
curity, revenue is projected to be suffi-
cient to cover only 77 percent of sched-
uled benefits. Who on Social Security
will be able to afford a cut of 23 per-
cent? That is the fiscal cliff.

Of course, this shouldn’t be news to
lawmakers. For years, the warnings
that these programs are on an
unsustainable fiscal course have gone
largely unheeded, hoping that the next
Congress, the next President, or maybe
the next generation would be more
willing to deal with the problem.

To be clear, I want to make sure So-
cial Security and Medicare are able to
continue providing benefits to current
beneficiaries, as well as those who may
need these programs in the future.
That will require us to work together
in a bipartisan manner to ensure these
programs’ solvency. If we don’t make
changes to the way these programs
currently operate, a lot of people in the
future will just be out of luck. There
are levers that can be pulled on these.
If any one is pulled, it would be a trag-
edy to whomever it affects. If they are
all pulled, it is less noticeable but still
noticeable based on how long it is be-
fore we ever reach a solution on these
problems.

Ignoring the problem will not make
it go away and, in this case, the oppo-
site is true. The longer we wait to ad-
dress this imbalance, the more severe
the changes will need to be, and we will
have fewer options.

We need to change the way we do
things around here. Too often we wait
to make the difficult decisions that ev-
eryone knows has to be made until we
have a crisis on our hands. In the Budg-
et Committee, we are focused on trying
to put together bipartisan budget proc-
ess reform proposals that will help us
confront these thorny fiscal issues in a
more reasoned, timely, and responsible
way.

I am hopeful we will get there. I am
encouraged with the conversations we
have had that we will get there. These
issues are too important to ignore, and
we are going to need to work together
if we are to put our country on a more
sustainable fiscal course. We owe it to
future generations to try.

We have handled some crises around
here. Recently, we handled one of na-
tional disasters. The national disasters
don’t have to be paid for. They aren’t a
part of the budget caps—they should be
a part of the budget caps, but they
don’t have to be a part of the budget
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caps—so they just get exempt as long
as they are voted on, but everybody
wants to help everybody with a prob-
lem, so we go ahead and pass those
straight to debt. One week, at the be-
ginning of the week, when we proposed
it, it was $13 billion. When it actually
passed it, it was up to $19.1 billion.
That all went to additional debt.

It is a crisis. We need to plan for it.
We need to prioritize for it. We need to
fit that in, but we can’t do everything,
continue to escalate everything, and
consider that things we haven’t look at
for years are OK to keep doing the
same way we are doing them or to have
the duplication. We are doing hearings
all the time on ways this problem can
be solved, but it is important that we
start solving it soon or future genera-
tions will be drastically affected.

In fact, the dates I had up here ear-
lier, present generations will be af-
fected. We need to get everyone on
board looking for solutions and biting
the bullet now to do them.

I have had a penny plan for a long
time. Under the penny plan, if we just
stopped spending 1 cent out of every
dollar we spend, not counting Social
Security, no change in Social Secu-
rity—if we just found ways to do things
1 percent better, and we did that for 7
consecutive years, our budget would
balance. If we started with a penny, I
am pretty sure we would say: That
really didn’t hurt too bad. How about if
we do 2 cents? Now we cut it back to 4
years, and we can start paying down
debt, which we have to do for our fu-
ture generations, if our Kkids and
grandkids are going to have the kind of
life we had.

I am working for and hoping for ev-
erybody working together to solve
these problems. If we just talk about
them, and we don’t work on them, it is
pretty depressing but not as depressing
as it will be hurting.

I ask my colleagues to take a look at
this and help come up with solutions. I
am impressed with those who are work-
ing with me on it.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ENzI). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, I sit here
every Thursday from 3 o’clock to 6
o’clock and hear several speeches that
are made. I happen to sit on the Budget
Committee with Chairman ENZI. I hope
everyone listened carefully to what he
just said. The Comptroller General was
in yesterday.

One of the reasons I ran for Senate is
that being a Main Street entrepreneur
from Indiana, you never could have
gotten by with the way this place runs
its business. The Federal Government
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is somewhere around six to seven times
the size of Walmart and runs its busi-
ness by the seat of its pants, in the
sense that we have not done a budget
that we have appropriated in nearly 20
years.

If you listened closely, you know we
have some hard deadlines. The chair-
man referred to it as cliffs. Well, some-
times that is so figurative that you
don’t believe it is going to happen or
that it is going to be real. These are
things we are going to have to contend
with.

When the Medicare fund is depleted
fully in 2026, benefits get cut imme-
diately. Social Security is farther down
the trail, and there are going to be all
kinds of issues. We are lucky, cur-
rently, that other countries and our
own citizens will lend us money when
we run trillion-dollar deficits rou-
tinely.

He mentioned the ‘“Penny Plan.” In
any business, if you were charged with
fixing your company’s problems by cut-
ting back by either freezing expenses
by a l-percent cut or a 2-percent cut,
that would be done easily because you
have hard accountability. If you would
perform in a business or a State gov-
ernment like we do here, I can guar-
antee you there wouldn’t be a lender
that would let you perpetuate and keep
doing it. The fact that we have a credit
card that we can put it on year after
year eliminates the accountability
that you have anywhere else.

I was on a school board for 10 years.
I was in State government in Indiana,
where we always have a cash balance
and operate in the black and have a
balanced budget. Even though we do
that so routinely there, we passed a
balanced budget amendment to our
State constitution simply because gov-
ernment, even in a place like Indiana,
oftentimes views how they spend the
people’s money different, and this
place does it worse than any other
place in the country.

So do we want to get to the point
where we deplete the Medicare trust
fund and where we run out of funds to
pay pensioners or do we want to make
the hard decisions?

It is funny. When I got here, I looked
at the budget process. Budgets, even
though they are not adhered to, might
be a resolution, and it is not the law.
Always, even if they do incorporate
savings, you never see it until year 6, 7,
8, 9, and 10. Well, again, in the real
world, if you are running at a 20-per-
cent loss on your P&L, you do not have
the luxury to wait 6, 7, 8, 9, or 10 years
to fix it.

I ask the American public to hold
their Senators accountable and their
congressmen, because this time, unlike
in 2008, which we all know was bad
enough, the main people holding the
bag will be retirees and the elderly who
depend on the government for
healthcare, and individuals who depend
on healthcare who are not well to do,
through Medicaid, will be left holding
the bag.
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Only 22 Republicans—it should have
been all 53 of us who were on the Penny
Plan bill that Senator PAUL put out
just a few weeks ago, but only 22 of our
own conference, which talks about fis-
cal conservatism—got on that bill. I
would hope that the American public
holds their representatives accountable
so that we don’t hit the cliff and go
over it and pay the consequences,
which will be dear.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to complete my re-
marks while seated.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

TRIBUTE TO GARY WOODLAND

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, while my
remarks in front of me say ‘I rise
today,” I sit today on this Senate floor
to congratulate a Topeka, KS, native, a
2019 U.S. Open champion, Gary Wood-
land.

Gary Woodland grew up in Topeka
and attended Shawnee Heights High
School. After high school, Gary at-
tended Washburn University on a full
basketball scholarship before transfer-
ring to the University of Kansas to join
the golf team. This U.S. Open was the
first major championship victory of
Gary Woodland’s career, and Gary
made history by becoming the first
graduate of the University of Kansas to
ever win a PGA major tournament.

Gary’s performance at Pebble Beach
was truly elite. He scored under par in
all four rounds, including an impres-
sive 6-under-par 65 in the second round.
On Sunday’s final round, Gary battled
the elements and a late surge by last
year’s U.S. Open champion, Brooks
Koepka. On hole 18, Gary sunk a long
birdie putt to solidify his win at 13
strokes under par, 1 stroke better than
Tiger Woods’ historic 2000 U.S. Open
victory at Pebble Beach.

I congratulate Gary on this historic
win, but I also recognize his actions off
the course. Gary is an advocate for
Special Olympics and also partners
with Folds of Honor, a nonprofit orga-
nization that grants scholarships to
family members of U.S. servicemem-
bers. Gary even wore patriotic golf
gear to honor our troops and Folds of
Honor at the U.S. Open. After the win,
Gary thanked our troops for their serv-
ice and stated: ‘‘There’s men and
women who sacrifice and do so much
for us so I can go out and play a game
of golf and live my life under freedom.”

The final round also coincides with
Father’s Day, and this undoubtedly
made this championship even more sig-
nificant as Gary’s father watched him
sink the final putt on 18. Gary said,
after his win, that his dad worked
nights so he could pursue his love of
sports and spend time with him during
the day.

I recognize Gary, but I also want to
recognize the entire Woodland family—
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