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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Peter C. Wright, of Michigan,
to be Assistant Administrator, Office
of Solid Waste, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Peter C. Wright, of Michigan, to be
Assistant Administrator, Office of Solid
Waste, Environmental Protection Agency.

Mitch McConnell, Steve Daines, John
Thune, John Cornyn, James M. Inhofe,
Pat Roberts, Mike Crapo, Chuck Grass-
ley, Richard Burr, John Barrasso,
Jerry Moran, Roy Blunt, Shelley
Moore Capito, John Boozman, Johnny
Isakson, Thom Tillis, John Hoeven.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. I move to proceed
to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
calls for the cloture motions be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

CONFIRMATION OF ROB WALLACE

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to say just a few words
about Rob Wallace, the newly con-
firmed Assistant Secretary for Fish,
Wildlife, and Parks at the Department
of Interior.

I have known Rob for over 35 years.
Without question, Rob is the right per-
son for the job. Throughout his long
and distinguished career, Rob has
struck the proper balance between
wildlife management, habitat manage-
ment, and the use of our public lands.

In terms of wildlife conservation,
Rob is way up there in terms of his
commitment. Rob’s experience and
leadership in Wyoming and in our Na-
tion’s capital are ideally suited for this
critically important position.

Throughout his 45-year career, Rob
has served in a variety of jobs that di-
rectly relate to the two Federal agen-
cies he has been nominated to oversee.
Rob began his career as a seasonal park
ranger in Grand Teton National Park.
Since then, Rob has served in a number
of positions. He has been Assistant Di-
rector of the National Park Service,
chief of staff for Wyoming Senator
Malcolm Wallop, staff director for the
U.S. Senate Energy and Natural Re-
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source Committee—a committee on
which I currently sit. He has been chief
of staff for Wyoming Governor Jim
Geringer, and manager of U.S. Govern-
ment Relations for the General Elec-
tric Company.

Rob currently serves as the president
of the Upper Green River Conservancy.
It is the Nation’s first cooperative con-
servation bank. Rob cofounded the
Upper Green River Conservancy. It pro-
tects core sage grouse habitat in the
ecologically rich and the energy rich
Upper Green River watershed in South-
west Wyoming.

He built an innovative partnership of
ranchers, conservation groups, energy
companies, investors, and other stake-
holders. Rob is also the founding mem-
ber of the board of the Grand Teton Na-
tional Park Foundation, a group of
people absolutely working together,
committed to the Grand Teton Na-
tional Park. It promotes the park’s
cultural, historic, and natural re-
sources. He has also served on the
boards of many organizations dedicated
to conserving wildlife and enhancing
our national parks.

Rob’s nomination passed the Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee
by unanimous vote, and a near-unani-
mous reported vote in the Committee
of Energy and Natural Resources.

Rob Wallace is an outstanding choice
for this position of Assistant Secretary
for Fish, Wildlife and Parks. He is the
right person for the job, and I am so
pleased the Senate has now confirmed
his nomination.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

———
SIGNING AUTHORITY

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the majority
leader, the senior Senator from South
Carolina, the junior Senator from
Oklahoma, and the junior Senator from
North Carolina be authorized to sign
duly enrolled bills or joint resolutions
from June 27 through the July 8.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
IRAN
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I am

going to try to do this in about 12 min-
utes, since I am not sure how many
people are left to speak tonight and I
know the staff worked hard and we will
be up early tomorrow voting on the
pending Udall amendment. That is
what I want to talk about.

I have watched all week the debate
on some of these topics. I think it is a
really good debate, actually. In some
ways, I am very pleased the amend-
ment has been offered because it has
given us an opportunity to talk about a
topic I don’t think we have talked
enough about; that is, foreign policy,
the security threats before our coun-
try, and, in particular, what the role of
Congress is in all of this.

S4645

There are a couple of things I want to
say at the outset. Here is the first. A
lot of people who cover this stuff in the
news like very simplistic terms. It
makes it easier to write the articles
and makes it easier to describe the cir-
cumstances. The terms people like to
use are ‘‘hawk,” or ‘dove,” or ‘‘war-
like.”” T am not in favor of war. I have
actually never advocated for a military
attack on Iran, in these circumstances
especially. There are a lot of reasons
for it, but it will take me more than 15
minutes to explain it all. Suffice it to
say, it is certainly not the first or the
second.

The policy of the United States in
Iran today is the one I support; that is,
crippling economic sanctions that deny
them the money to do the bad things
they do but also a forced posture that
we are prepared with enough people
there in the military, so if they do at-
tack us, we can defend ourselves.

I want to say at the outset that I am
not here today to speak in favor of war
or to call for war but to speak about
reality and the situation as we face it
today.

The second thing I want to point to is
there is this notion out there that
there is some clear-cut constitutional
limitation on the President when it
comes to the use of force in virtually
every circumstance and that somehow
the current President is being enabled
by the Members of his party here to do
whatever he wants. That is just not
true. I will explain why in a moment.

I want to begin with why we are even
here. It is one of the topics that has
been touched on this week, which I
think deserves a direct response. I
heard a number of Senators who came
to the floor. I watched the debate last
night, and there will be another one to-
night within the Democratic Party.
You almost get a sense that what they
are arguing is that Iran was under con-
trol and wasn’t doing anything wrong
until Donald Trump came along and
pulled us out of the Iran deal. That is
just not true. That is patently false.

The only thing Iran wasn’t doing is
enriching uranium beyond a certain
threshold. That is not necessarily a bad
thing that they weren’t doing it, but
that is the only thing that deal cov-
ered.

Here is what Iran was still doing.
Iran was still sponsors terrorism. You
ask, why is it that they sponsor ter-
rorism? Iran wants to be the dominant
power in the Middle East, and one of
the ways they seek to achieve it is to
find all of these groups—Hezbollah,
Shia militias in Iraq and Syria, the
Houthis in Yemen—and empower those
groups.

They have an organization called the
IRGC, which is the real military and
the real power in Iran. Underneath the
IRGC, there is an organization called
the Quds Force, which is their covert
operations unit led by a guy named
General Soleimani. He goes around the
entire region sponsoring these groups—
training them and providing weapons.
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