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healthcare, God help the middle class.
They are the party of no healthcare;
the party of repeal with no plan to re-
place.

This lawsuit is just the latest salvo
against the American people, and it
shows that so long as Republicans are
in power, the healthcare of the Amer-
ican people will not be safe. If they are
successful in striking down the Afford-
able Care Act, Republicans—all of
them—will own the consequences.

———
BORDER SECURITY

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
last week, the DHS inspector general
released a report detailing horrid con-
ditions at border facilities. This is the
President’s own DHS inspector general
saying how bad conditions were. Then
we found reports of a secret Border Pa-
trol workers’ Facebook group that re-
vealed a toxic culture at U.S. Customs
and Border Protection. Everything we
had heard anecdotally, everything we
feared about the mindset of CBP
proved to be true in that Facebook
group.

Over the weekend, the New York
Times and then the El Paso Times re-
leased the latest account of conditions
at the Border Patrol station in Clint,
TX. A facility built for 100 adults has
become a modern-day internment camp
for up to 700 children at a time, many
locked up for weeks on end. Some chil-
dren go without beds to sleep on. There
are food shortages and insufficient
sanitation. For heaven’s sake, we read
reports of children suffering from out-
breaks of scabies, lice, and even chick-
en pox. This is cruelty—cruelty—once
again.

These awful conditions show that for
too long, the CBP has operated as an
agency out of control. It must be
reined in immediately, beginning with
its leadership. Internal investigations
will not suffice because CBP leader-
ship—particularly Acting Commis-
sioner Mark Morgan—is far too callous
in their treatment of children and their
families. Too many of the CBP leaders
have had this attitude for too long, and
it has infested itself down to too many
who are the rank and file in that agen-
cy. We need untainted professionals to
be brought in from outside the CBP
structure immediately.

President Trump turns to his typical
tactics of denial, distortion, and dis-
traction. President Trump should be
focused on fixing the problems that
exist instead of blaming others. The
truth, of course, is that we should
never have been in this situation in the
first place. The suffering imposed on
migrant children is the result of the
administration’s own mishandling of
family arrivals through Central Amer-
ica.

While Donald Trump says he is seri-
ous about fixing our immigration chal-
lenges, he has done just about every-
thing to make matters worse.

President Trump, you want to fix the
border? Then do what Democrats have
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been asking you to do for a long time—
let the asylum seekers apply for asy-
lum in their home countries, increase
the number of judges to process the
cases, and, for heaven’s sake, restore
aid to those Central American coun-
tries of Honduras, El Salvador, and
Nicaragua to help them crack down on
gang violence and cartels so people will
not flee for fear of their lives from the
gangs.

President Trump, stop finger-point-
ing at Democrats for this mess of your
own making. You are the President. As
this problem festers and gets worse,
the American people realize you are
the Chief Executive. It is your problem
to solve.

We will join you, if you have any-
thing reasonable to propose, but just
finger-pointing at Democrats for this
mess of your own making, President
Trump, is like poking holes in your
own umbrella and then blaming the
clouds when you get wet.

I urge President Trump and Senate
Republicans to seriously consider these
measures because unless we make
structural reforms to our immigration
system, we have done nothing to re-
verse what is happening at the south-
ern border.

——
CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
President Trump’s hypocrisy and his
diving into mistruths over and over
again reared its ugly head once again.
We can’t become used to it because it
is such a bad thing for a President to
be so abjectly dishonest about so much
of what is happening and so much of
what he does. It happened again.

Today, amazingly enough, President
Trump tried to claim credit as a leader
on environmental protection, of all
things. This is laughable. The same
President who pulled us out of the
Paris Agreement, who has filled his ad-
ministration with oil and coal cronies,
who has slashed protections for clean
air, clean water, and protections for
public lands, and who has denied basic
science now wants to call himself a
leader on the environment. Give me a
break.

Try as he might say otherwise, Presi-
dent Trump has proved himself prob-
ably the staunchest ally of the worst
polluters of any President we have ever
had.

On climate change, the President’s
record is particularly egregious. In 2
years, his government has gutted oil,
coal, and pollution standards, has
erased climate data from government
websites, and even censored words like
“‘climate change’ from appearing in of-
ficial government documents. This is
somebody who is a leader of environ-
mental protection? How gullible does
he think the American people are?
Even Trump supporters may agree with
him on this issue, but to say he is pro-
tecting the environment is ludicrous.

Some of these things are just the tip
of the iceberg. Would someone who is a
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leader on environmental protection
hire oil and coal lobbyists to run the
EPA and Department of Interior and
cripple the National Climate Assess-
ment? He completely caves to the oil
and gas industry. Every time they say
jump, he says how high. Now he has the
temerity—the gall—to say he is the
leader of environmental protection.
Again, give me a break.

To be fair, President Trump’s speech
does have one silver lining. The mere
fact that he even spoke today on the
environment forces us to an unavoid-
able conclusion: Climate change is
real. It is a serious problem that de-
serves action, including action in this
Chamber.

The Republican majority, Leader
MCCONNELL, could take action on this
issue at a moment’s notice, but, for
now, they are happy Kkeeping their
heads in the sand. They have not
brought a single measure to the floor
that would deal with the issue of cli-
mate, even as their views grow increas-
ingly out of step with most Americans.

They cannot continue to keep their
heads in the sand as our planet faces
serious problems today and even far
more serious problems for our children.
It is an issue that can’t wait a day
longer, and yet the masters of this leg-
islative graveyard refuse to act. I fear
the majority in this body will refuse to
act until either they are no longer the
majority or, even worse, it is too late.

I yield the floor.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, leadership time is
reserved.

——
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Daniel Aaron Bress, of California, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Ninth
Circuit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

YOUNGSTOWN VINDICATOR

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, at
the end of June, we received news that
sickened so many of us. The Youngs-
town Vindicator, one of Ohio’s greatest
local newspapers, is closing after 150
years in business.

It is devastating news for a commu-
nity that is already reeling from Gen-
eral Motors’ abandonment of
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Lordstown—and ‘“‘abandonment’ is the
right word. General Motors made the
decision to shut down production, los-
ing 4,500 jobs in Lordstown, OH. They
moved some of their production to
Mexico. They took part of their tax
cuts and their profits and used that
money to buy stock options for their
top executives.

The Vindicator was reporting the
story about GM’s abandonment of
Lordstown before the national media
came to town. When GM laid off one
shift of workers back in late 2016, after
the Presidential election, then a second
shift several months later, the Vindi-
cator was there covering what those
job losses meant to this community.
We know the end of the Vindicator’s
coverage is another huge blow to
Mahoning Valley.

Our hearts break for the dedicated
journalists and support staff losing
their jobs. This was a family-owned
paper for 132 years.

This will not just be a loss for those
who worked there. When local news-
papers close, everyone suffers. Local
reporters know their communities bet-
ter than anyone. David Skolnick, Mark
Sweetwood, and the entire Vindicator
team have held local officials account-
able. They told the stories of how na-
tional issues affect real Ohioans, how
our trade policy hurts Ohio workers,
and how the opioid crisis has dev-
astated the valley. Craig Graziosi and
many others have done vital work cov-
ering Lordstown. These journalists
care about the cities and towns they
serve. They hold those in power ac-
countable, whether it is local govern-
ment or city business leaders.

NPR reported on what happens when
local papers shut down. First of all, in-
vestigative reporting suffers. Long in-
vestigations are expensive. TUsually,
when there are no local newspapers to
do these stories, no one steps in to fill
the void. The investigations don’t hap-
pen. Corruption increases, the city’s fi-
nancial health suffers, and citizens get
hurt.

Three researchers looked at local
newspaper closures over a 19-year pe-
riod. From 1996 to 2015, 300 papers
across the country closed in that time.
They found that where papers closed,
city borrowing costs went up. Without
local journalists, city watchdogs, the
city’s finances took a hit. It became
more costly for taxpayers to fund local
schools and other projects. It is just
more evidence that journalists are
vital to our communities and are nec-
essary for our democracy.

Too many people in this country al-
ready undermine the work that jour-
nalists do—or worse. We see reporters
restricted, vilified, and even threat-
ened—all for getting up every day and
doing their jobs honorably.

On the anniversary of the shooting at
the Capital Gazette in Annapolis, MD,
where several reporters were murdered
in cold blood, the President of the
United States joked about getting rid
of journalists. That is pretty sick. He
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is the same President who says jour-
nalists are the enemy of the people.

Meanwhile, Wall Street hedge funds
gobble up local papers around the coun-
try. Just this spring, the Cincinnati
Enquirer and other papers around the
country that are owned by Gannett
fought off a hostile takeover by a New
York hedge fund. These guys—and they
are mostly guys in the hedge funds—
buy up local newspapers and turn
around and dismantle them. They fire
reporters, and they sell company as-
sets. That is their business model—to
put tens of millions of dollars in their
pockets. There is no public benefit to
that; there are only benefits to the
hedge fund operators. It is the last
thing we need as the news business gets
tougher and tougher.

We have lost veteran reporters at
Cleveland.com and at the Columbus
Dispatch. The Dispatch’s parent com-
pany, GateHouse Media, laid off more
than 100 journalists this spring, includ-
ing its longtime Washington bureau
chief, Jack Torry, and now The Vindi-
cator is closing its doors for good.

It is time for us in the White House
and in this Congress to stand up for the
free press, to stand up for community
newspapers, and to stand up for local
journalists, who are vital to the fabric
of cities and towns like Youngstown
and all across this country.

NOMINATION OF PETER C. WRIGHT

Madam President, Ohioans in the
Miami Valley are living with the pres-
ence of toxic chemicals known as
PFAS that are contaminating their
drinking water, and the people have
been forced to pay for water treatment
costs without their getting the help
they need.

PFAS chemicals are contaminating
water supplies all over the country. It
is why Senators on both sides of the
aisle have called on the EPA to offi-
cially designate PFAS chemicals as the
hazardous substances they are so that
communities like Dayton can access
the Federal funds they need for cleanup
and can hold polluters accountable.

The administration, similar to what
the Democratic leader just said, has
dragged its feet. Peter Wright has been
at the EPA for a year, and under his
leadership, the Agency has released a
PFAS Action Plan that, frankly, in-
cludes very little action. Now the
Agency expects the Senate to reward
this action by confirming him to over-
see the EPA’s Superfund Program.

We know the influence of oil and gas.
We know the influence of polluters in
this administration. We know they
pulled out of the Paris accord, which
almost every major country in the
world agreed to. We know this adminis-
tration has tried to compromise on
mileage standards. There is an over-
whelming agreement in this country
that the government should not be on
the side of the polluters and oil indus-
tries but should be on the side of public
health. Someone who has repeatedly
failed to hold polluters accountable for
the damage they have done to the
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drinking water in Dayton and across
the country has no business serving in
a leadership role within the EPA. I will
say it again. Someone who has repeat-
edly failed to hold polluters account-
able for the damage they have done to
drinking water in Dayton and across
the country has no business serving as
a leader within the EPA.

It is not a partisan issue. This year,
I joined a bipartisan group of col-
leagues in introducing legislation to
require the Environmental Protection
Agency to step up and declare those
chemicals as hazardous substances.
Last year, I demanded the government
release its Federal study of PFAS
chemicals and how safe or unsafe they
really are. The residents of Dayton and
the residents of other communities
shouldn’t have to worry about the safe-
ty of their water supplies. Ohioans de-
serve answers from the Environmental
Protection Agency. The government is
there to protect them.

I thank my colleague Senator CAR-
PER for his leadership on this issue.

I urge my colleagues to oppose Peter
Wright’s nomination—another Trump
administration official who fronts and
shills for the oil industry, for the pol-
luters, and for people who shouldn’t
have roles in government. We should
demand a nominee who will take this
job seriously when it comes to pro-
tecting the water supply in Dayton,
OH, and across this country.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. JONES. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REMEMBERING HOWELL HEFLIN AND GILES

PERKINS

Mr. JONES. Madam President, I rise
to honor two of Alabama’s great citi-
zens. The State misses greatly the late
Senator Howell Heflin, who was a
Member of this body for 18 years, and
my friend and campaign manager,
Giles Perkins, who was a lawyer in Bir-
mingham, AL. These two men spent
their lives working to improve our
great State, and both shaped the future
of Alabama in his own way. Following
these remarks, we are going to be hon-
oring both of these men in a reception
to be held in my office.

I last spoke on the floor of my friend
and former campaign manager, Giles
Perkins, following his death last De-
cember. Giles was an accomplished at-
torney, community leader, brilliant po-
litical adviser, and strategist. Al-
though a native of Texas, he moved to
Alabama following his marriage to his
true love, Hillery Head, and he quickly
came to understand how Alabama’s
complicated and sometimes dark his-
tory shaped our State. He had the vi-
sion of a brighter future if all Alabam-
ians could have just simply worked to-
gether to create one Alabama for ev-
eryone.
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Whether in politics, his legal prac-
tice, or with regard to his remarkable
community projects—most notably
Railroad Park, which helped to trans-
form the city of Birmingham—for any-
one who crossed paths with Giles, one
saw in him his passion for making Ala-
bama and the entire South better
places for us all.

Giles’ last political effort was my
2017 Senate campaign. As campaign
chair, he was nothing short of extraor-
dinary. He challenged me constantly—
so0 much so that I began calling him
Yoda. I still often refer to him as Yoda.
His ability to see the bigger picture
and his ‘‘tough love’ approach with me
made me a much better candidate, a
better person, and certainly a better
U.S. Senator. I will always cherish his
friendship.

Howell Heflin was, to say the least, a
lion of the U.S. Senate and a political
mentor of mine. A military hero who
hailed from Tuscumbia, AL, Judge
Howell Heflin was sometimes described
as the ‘‘conscience of the Senate’ as he
was widely known for his unshakable
integrity. Because of that, he was the
chair of the Ethics Committee, I think,
for 12 years running—something that,
in his final remarks, he described as
anything but enjoyable, but he was a
man of unshakable integrity. He was
part of the ‘‘greatest generation.” He
became a marine at the age of 21, and
he served the Nation during World War
II. He was awarded the Silver Star for
valor in combat, and he received two
Purple Hearts for his actions.

Even by Members of this body, How-
ell Heflin was always affectionately re-
ferred to as ‘‘Judge.” If you read back
over the day he announced his retire-
ment, which was on March 29, 1995, all
of his colleagues referred to him as
“Judge’ because of his extraordinary
career. As a one-term chief justice of
the Alabama Supreme Court, he mod-
ernized Alabama’s court system and
won numerous awards for it as well as
for himself personally. He was a known
national figure because of his work on
the courts. Later, while in this body,
he helped to streamline the Federal
courts in order to help move the civil
courts and the criminal justice system.
He always believed that justice delayed
was justice denied.

He was elected to the Senate in 1978.
I was then in my third year of law
school. During the summer of 1978, I
opted to work full time on his cam-
paign rather than to clerk for a law
firm. This was in part because I be-
lieved that his election, following a 20-
year or more domination of Alabama
politics by George Wallace, would be
one of the most significant elections in
Alabama’s history—a turning point for
a State whose reputation had sorely
suffered throughout the civil rights
movement. It turned out I was abso-
lutely right. Howell Heflin’s election
ushered in a time in Alabama during
which politicians in our State began to
look beyond the dog whistle politics of
race and to do their best to represent
all of the citizens of Alabama.
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He was a champion of the rural farm-
er, NASA, and businesses throughout
Alabama. He was also a champion of
the small business leader, teachers,
members of the union, and African-
American citizens in Alabama, who
were still feeling the effects of dis-
crimination and restricted voting
rights.

By today’s standards, Howell Heflin
would certainly be considered pretty
conservative with his positions that
many, including myself, would prob-
ably not agree with. Yet, in his heart,
Howell Heflin believed in the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and he
strived to ensure that we lived up to
the creed that all people are created
equal. During his floor speech in which
he announced his retirement, he said,
“Not until we become genuinely one
nation under God, indivisible, with lib-
erty and justice for all can this coun-
try realize its potential for true great-
ness.”

He worked as a Senator to secure the
extension of the Voting Rights Act,
which is something we are still arguing
about today—23 years after he left the
Senate. He appointed the first two Af-
rican Americans to the Federal bench
in Alabama. Sadly, even though the
number of Federal judges in Alabama’s
three Federal districts have grown sig-
nificantly in number, there are still
only two active Federal judges in Ala-
bama who are African American. He
supported historically black colleges
and universities, and he ensured the
passage of the civil rights restoration
bill. He helped to pass the fair housing
bill and helped to establish a national
holiday that honors the late Martin
Luther King, Jr.

Howell Heflin’s commitment to ra-
cial justice and his sensitivity to issues
of race led him in 1993 to give a re-
markable floor speech that opposed an
insignia patent bill that contained an
image of a Confederate battle flag.
This was over 20 years before the trag-
edy in Charleston, SC, when battle
flags across the country came down. It
was 20 years or so before that when he
opposed an amendment that would
have contained an image of the Confed-
erate battle flag. It was truly a re-
markable speech, and I referenced it
just recently in a speech I gave here on
the Equality Act. It was considered by
many—his friends, his family, his staff,
and all who knew him, especially those
in this body—to be his finest hour. It
was his finest hour because it was one
of those rare occasions on the floor of
the Senate during which an impas-
sioned speech by one Senator swayed a
vote.

There was an amendment and a mo-
tion to table on that bill—a motion
that had not succeeded. Howell Heflin
then took to the floor so as to sway
Senators to reconsider. Then, over-
whelmingly, by a vote of over 75 to 20-
something, the motion was tabled, and
the bill died, as it should have.

That led Carol Moseley-Braun—the
first African-American female Senator
in history—to state the following:
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His integrity, his intelligence, his commit-
ment and faith in the Constitution of these
United States, faith in what the American
dream has always stood for and can be in the
future, has led Judge Heflin in a direction
that I think is without peer and without par-
allel in this body. He has been a force for
good. He has been a force for right.

There are very few people who have
known Howell Heflin and there are
very few people in Alabama who re-
member him who would say otherwise.

He was a force for good, and he was a
force for right.

I am so proud that my first job after
law school was working with him as
staff counsel on the Senate Judiciary
Committee. It was just an amazing ex-
perience for a kid who had never been
to Washington, DC, before taking the
job.

It is now my privilege to hold the
seat that Judge Heflin had for 18 years.
It is my honor. The fact that I walked
off this floor with him as a staffer in
1980 and walked back on in 2018 in his
seat has been one of the greatest hon-
ors of my life.

In gratitude for that opportunity the
Judge gave me, I have established a fel-
lowship in my office for a recent law
school graduate—just like me in 1979—
and I look forward to welcoming the
first Howell Heflin fellow to my team
later this month.

Howell Heflin was sworn into the
Senate in 1979, 40 years ago this past
January. And it was about 40 years ago
this time of year that I joined his
staff—fresh out of law school, fresh off
of taking the bar exam. He was cer-
tainly my mentor and role model in
many ways, and each day that I am in
the Senate, I strive to continue his leg-
acy—not that I always vote as Howell
Heflin would, although, frankly, know-
ing him as I did, I am absolutely con-
vinced that he would have moderated
many of his positions with changing
times. He was that kind of leader. But
I am certainly guided by the principles
of public service to his constituents
that he described in his retirement an-
nouncement, in which he said:

I have endeavored to represent Alabama in
a studied, impartial, and fair-minded man-
ner. My record certainly indicates at least
an independent streak. I hope Alabamians
know that my decisions were based on what
I thought was in the best interest of my
State and Nation. While some may argue or
disagree with my decisions, I was convinced
that I was right. And I believe most Alabam-
ians felt that nothing more could be ex-
pected of me.

I agree with him 100 percent.

Ironically, Judge Heflin passed away
10 years to the day from the day he
gave that speech on March 29. I miss
him. Alabama misses him. And I can
assure my colleagues who didn’t know
him, the U.S. Senate misses him as
well.

The threads that tie Judge Heflin and
Giles Perkins together in history are
their deeply rooted integrity and their
dedication to leaving the State of Ala-
bama better than they found it. Their
memories inspire me every day.
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Today, following these remarks, I am
dedicating the conference rooms in my
Senate office to these two men who,
through leadership and commitment,
made a positive difference in the his-
tory of the State of Alabama, as well
as in my life.

I am so happy that I am going to be
joined by Judge Heflin’s son Tom and
his wife Cornelia, as well as numerous
former Heflin staffers, including his
longtime chief of staff, Mike House,
who is the one who made that fateful
call to me that summer as I was study-
ing for the bar exam to offer me the job
here on the Hill.

Also with us will be Drew Perkins
and his wife Nelly. Drew is the brother
of Giles. They will be here with us as
we celebrate both Judge Heflin and
Giles Perkins.

I would be remiss if I didn’t also men-
tion that in the corner of the Giles Per-
kins Conference Room will be the large
Yoda doll that will be kept in his
honor.

As for me, I will strive to continue
the work that they began, to fulfill
their vision, and to honor their memo-
ries as long as I have the privilege of
serving here in the U.S. Senate.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas.

VETERAN SUICIDE PREVENTION EFFORTS

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, re-
cently I met with members of the
American Legion of Arkansas during
their annual convention. This year
they celebrated 100 years of helping
veterans. I was honored to join them
on this occasion and share how proud
we are of their efforts to serve their
fellow veterans.

Since its founding, Legionnaires have
been leading advocates for veterans
and their families. They are committed
to strengthening the policies, pro-
grams, and institutions to support
those who have worn our Nation’s uni-
form.

One of the ways they have been in-
strumental in achieving this is bring-
ing Legionnaires from across the coun-
try to Washington to share the Le-
gion’s priorities with me and my col-
leagues. Members from Arkansas ex-
pressed that one of the top issues for
the Legion this Congress, as has been
the case for the past several years, is
suicide prevention.

The American Legion and other
VSOs like the VFW, AMVETS, TIAVA,
Wounded Warrior Project—and the list
simply goes on and on—are pressing for
action to improve access and treat-
ment for veterans who are at risk of
suicide. We all know there is room for
improvement on this front.

Congress has provided significant
funding increases to the Department of
Veterans Affairs to decrease veteran
suicide rates. In fiscal year 2010, the
VA requested $62 million for suicide
prevention outreach. That number
nearly quadrupled to $222 million with-
in 10 years. Despite the sharp increase
in resources, sadly, 20 veterans commit
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suicide each day. That number has, un-
fortunately, remained roughly un-
changed throughout the years.
Tellingly and sadly, only 6 of those 20
veterans are receiving healthcare serv-
ices at the VA.

Veterans are particularly vulnerable
to mental health struggles which, when
untreated, can lead to increased risk of
suicide. They suffer a disproportion-
ately higher rate of suicide compared
to the general population.

In Arkansas, veterans represent
about 8 percent of the population, but,
sadly, they account for one-fifth of the
suicides in my State. So you have 8
percent of the population yet 20 per-
cent of the suicides.

I have heard the anguish of family
members and friends who miss the
signs of mental health struggles in
their loved ones. We have read and
heard in the news about veterans who
have taken their own lives on VA prop-
erties. They were so close to help yet
felt that their situations were beyond
repair. We need to close the loop to en-
sure that individuals at risk make con-
tact with professionals trained to re-
spond to address the needs of these vul-
nerable veterans.

Congress is actively engaged in fight-
ing this public health crisis. In 2015, we
passed and the President signed into
law the Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention
for American Veterans Act. This was
an important step to providing the VA
with the tools and flexibility to get
help for veterans living with mental
illness. We knew this was just the
start.

My colleagues and I on the Senate
Veterans Affairs Committee are con-
tinuing to build on that foundation. I
am hopeful that we can advance the
three particular pieces of legislation I
am about to highlight so that we can
give help to veterans at risk of suicide.

Senator WARNER and I recently intro-
duced the IMPROVE Wellbeing for Vet-
erans Act. This bill will enable the VA
to harness the potential of what is al-
ready occurring in communities by al-
lowing it to provide grant funding to
nonprofits and local organizations for
expanded outreach to veterans.

Our bill enhances coordination and
planning of veteran mental health and
suicide prevention services and will
better measure the effectiveness of
these programs in order to reduce the
alarming number of veteran suicides.

We can work with veteran-serving
nonprofits to create and use a standard
measurement tool that helps us in this
area.

Some nonprofit groups have imple-
mented their own tools to track
progress and monitor the results of
their programs.

The VA should examine how it can
work with partners to develop or adopt
a measurement tool that will be used
uniformly across all groups. This will
allow the VA and its partners to iden-
tify which suicide prevention efforts
are having the most impact so that re-
sources can be concentrated appro-
priately.
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VA Secretary Robert Wilkie called
the IMPROVE Wellbeing for Veterans
Act ‘“‘key’”’ to unlocking the veterans
suicide crisis.

I am pleased with the support we
have received from the Secretary,
members of the committee, and other
colleagues, and I encourage other Sen-
ators to cosponsor this important leg-
islation that will make a positive im-
pact on our effort to reduce veteran
suicides.

It is also important to make it easier
for veterans in crisis to get the help
they need. That is why I teamed up
with Senator MANCHIN to introduce the
SPEED Act. This legislation would es-
tablish a three-digit number that is
easy for veterans to remember in order
to reach the Veterans Crisis Line. In a
crisis, time is of the essence. Providing
a more direct line of communication
will save lives.

Created in 2007, the Veterans Crisis
Line has answered over 3.5 million
calls. This has been an essential tool to
prevent veteran suicides. By taking an
additional step to simplify the number,
we can make further strides and expe-
dite assistance to veterans in crisis.

The VA has indicated that suicide
prevention is its highest clinical pri-
ority. To help improve its operation,
oversight, and evaluations of its sui-
cide prevention media outreach cam-
paigns, we have partnered with Senator
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL to introduce the
Reach Every Veteran in Crisis Act.
This bill supports recommendations by
the Government Accountability Office
study that found gaps in the VA’s sui-
cide prevention media outreach activi-
ties.

By delivering an action plan for the
VA to follow, we can isolate meaning-
ful suicide prevention programs and en-
sure resources are focused on efforts
that save lives.

An important provision of the legis-
lation requires establishing targets to
evaluate the effectiveness of the out-
reach campaign. It is vital that we
have metrics to measure the success of
the VA’s mental health and suicide
prevention programs.

As the chairman of the Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs Appro-
priations Subcommittee, I have been
pushing the VA to incorporate meas-
urement tools so that we can better
evaluate the effectiveness of VA pro-
grams. That is why, in the subcommit-
tee’s fiscal year 2019 bill, we incor-
porated language requiring the VA to
report to Congress the metrics it uses
to evaluate the efficacy of all of its
mental health and suicide prevention
programs.

My colleagues and I are committed
to upend the trend of veteran suicide.
We are blessed to have many organiza-
tions devoted to this common goal.

Together, we can make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of veterans and
their families and give them hope for a
brighter tomorrow.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
B0o0zZMAN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays
before the Senate the pending cloture
motion, which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Daniel Aaron Bress, of California,
to be United States Circuit Judge for the
Ninth Circuit.

Mitch McConnell, Thom Tillis, Richard
Burr, Richard C. Shelby, Shelley Moore
Capito, Roger F. Wicker, Johnny Isak-
son, David Perdue, Tom Cotton, John
Thune, Steve Daines, John Boozman,
John Cornyn, Mike Crapo, Pat Roberts,
John Hoeven, John Barrasso.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that the debate on the nomina-
tion of Daniel Aaron Bress, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Ninth Circuit, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Sen-
ator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), and the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
TILLIS).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO)
would have voted ‘‘yea” and the Sen-
ator from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS)
would have voted ‘‘yea’.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Ms. HARRIS),
the Senator from New York (Mrs.
GILLIBRAND), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN), are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 190 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Alexander Cramer Hoeven
Barrasso Crapo Hyde-Smith
Blackburn Cruz Inhofe
Blunt Daines Isakson
Boozman Enzi Johnson
Braun Ernst Kennedy
Burr Fischer Lankford
Capito Gardner Lee
Collins Graham McConnell
Cornyn Grassley McSally
Cotton Hawley Moran
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Murkowski Romney Sullivan
Paul Rounds Thune
Perdue Sasse Toomey
Portman Scott (FL) Wicker
Risch Scott (SC) Young
Roberts Shelby
NAYS—42

Baldwin Hassan Reed
Bennet Heinrich Rosen
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Booker Jones Schumer
Brown Kaine Shaheen
Cantwell King Sinema
Cardin Klobuchar Smith
Carper Manchin Stabenow
Casey Markey Tester
Coons Menendez Udall
Cortez Masto Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Durbin Murray Whitehouse
Feinstein Peters Wyden

NOT VOTING—8
Cassidy Leahy Tillis
Gillibrand Rubio Warren
Harris Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 50, the nays are 42.

The motion is agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii is recognized.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHATZ. I ask unanimous con-
sent that I be allowed to speak for up
to 10 minutes, followed by Senators
WHITEHOUSE and HEINRICH for 10 min-
utes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I yield
the floor to the majority leader.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

———
ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the postcloture
time on the Bress nomination expire at
4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 9 and that,
if confirmed, the motion to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action. I fur-
ther ask unanimous consent that fol-
lowing disposition of the Bress nomina-
tion, the Senate vote on the pending
cloture motions on the following nomi-
nations in the order listed: Executive
Calendar Nos. 47, 51, and 52; that if clo-
ture is invoked, the confirmation votes
occur on Wednesday, July 10, at a time
to be determined by the majority lead-
er in consultation with the Democratic
leader.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

AMERICAN OPPORTUNITY CARBON FEE ACT OF

2019

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, last
year, the United States weathered 14
different disasters costing $1 billion or
more, including 2 hurricanes that cost
more than $25 billion in damages. Just
in the past 3 years, the annual average
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of billion-dollar disasters has doubled
compared to what it has been over the
long term. These numbers give us a
sense of what extreme weather and cli-
mate inaction will cost us, but the
hundreds of billions of dollars of dam-
ages we have seen from extreme weath-
er over the past few years do not cap-
ture the full costs.

An economist named Gary Yohe re-
cently pointed out in a Washington
Post article that extreme weather
doesn’t simply damage or destroy prop-
erty. These events require people, busi-
nesses, and government to take money
they would have spent elsewhere and
put it toward rebuilding. So instead of
promoting growth or investing in busi-
ness or communities, we are treading
water by putting billions of dollars
into just rebuilding the status quo.
Yohe calculates that if we have similar
extreme weather events over the next
10 years, the U.S. GDP will be 3.6 per-
cent lower. So, in 2029, our economy
will be $1 trillion poorer because of ex-
treme weather and climate change.
This is why actuaries have named cli-
mate change the No. 1 risk to North
American insurers. This isn’t the Con-
servation Council for Hawai’i. This
isn’t the Sierra Club. This is not the
League of Conservation Voters. These
are actuaries. They named climate
change the No. 1 risk to North Amer-
ican insurers. That is why insurance
executives are warning that the world
will be uninsurable if climate change
accelerates.

Risks that come with climate
change—extreme fires and droughts,
sea rise and hurricanes—threaten eco-
nomic growth and financial instability
across sectors. This is no longer in the
future tense. This is no longer hypo-
thetical. Climate change is happening
right now and is forcing businesses to
change their approach right now. In
Europe and the United States, insur-
ance companies have publicly an-
nounced they will no longer do busi-
ness with mining and coal companies.
Alliance, Chubb, AXA, Zurich, Swiss
Re, and others have all decided they
can’t insure coal anymore. They can’t
underwrite or invest in the industry
without taking on too much risk.

This is part of a trend across the pri-
vate sector and across the world.
Farmers, private equity groups, share-
holders, and regulators are all looking
at the economic risks of climate
change and changing their strategies
to mitigate these risks. They are wor-
ried about the cost of goods, the profit-
ability of businesses, the stability of
the market. They are worried about
the new and growing risk of droughts,
floods, storms, wildfires, and sea level
rise because these events reduce the
value of assets. They decrease invest-
ment income. They increase insured
and uninsured losses. In other words,
they are disrupting our financial insti-
tutions. The health of our financial
system is at stake, and the cost of in-
action is higher than the cost of ac-
tion.
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