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earned a master's degree in library science
from Marquette University. Upon graduation
from Marquette in 1951, he taught first at the
Northwestern Military and Naval Academy in
Lake Geneva and then Pius XI High School in
Milwaukee.

In 1954 he began a 30-year career at Lux-
emburg-Casco High School. That same year
he met his wife, Myra. The couple has been
married for over 63 years. Don and Myra have
three children, Joe, Teri, and Peggy. They are
also proud grandparents to many grand-
children and a great-grandchild.

Don continuously gives back to others and
serves his community. He teaches religious
education courses to high school students
every Wednesday at St. Mary Parish in Lux-
emburg. He is also a member of American Le-
gion Post 262 in Luxemburg and VFW Post
3392 in Kewaunee.

Madam Speaker, | urge all members of this
body to join me in applauding Don Schimmels
for his service and wishing him a happy and
healthy 100th birthday.

——————

IMPORTANCE OF SUSTAINING OUR
SHIPPING INDUSTRIAL BASE

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 10, 2019

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to highlight the ongoing challenges fac-
ing our domestic industrial base, specifically
the shipbuilding industry, and | want to urge
my colleagues to consider the tough realities
facing our nation and its ability to produce
ships for both military missions and commer-
cial applications in the future.

One of the key points of contention between
Republicans and Democrats on the NDAA
concerns the authorization level or topline for
this legislation in Fiscal Year 2020. | want to
highlight the state of the shipbuilding industrial
base as a case study for an increased top-
line.

We currently have 290 deployable battle
force ships in our Navy, with a plan to get us
to 355 ships as soon as possible. This was
codified by the SHIPS Act that | sponsored in
2017 with Sen. WICKER which was included in
that year’s National Defense Authorization Act.

Consider that, over time, our national capac-
ity to build ships has continued to decline and
the remaining shipyards and suppliers are in-
creasingly at risk. We have lost dozens of
shipyards and tens of thousands of suppliers
over the last 15 years, which makes it even
more compelling that we do all we can to sup-
port the shipyards and suppliers that remain.

In 2018, in response to a Presidential Exec-
utive Order, the Department of Defense sub-
mitted a report entitled “Assessing and
Strengthening the Manufacturing and Defense
Industrial Base and Supply Chain Resiliency
of the United States”.

Quoting from the report, “The shipbuilding
industrial base is a national asset and abso-
lutely vital to America’s ability to build and
sustain the Naval fleet. The Navy is focused
on improving the health of the industrial base
to meet its requirement of a 355 ship fleet with
a long range plan anchored by industrial sta-
bility. The analysis performed in response to
the Executive Order identified five underlying
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risks: dependency on single/sole source sup-
pliers, capacity shortfalls, lack of competition,
lack of workforce skills, and unstable de-
mand.”

So you can see, Madam Speaker, that there
are clearly significant challenges facing our
Navy and our nation’s ability to produce war-
ships in the future. Single/sole source sup-
pliers, capacity shortfalls, loss of competition,
lack of workforce skills and unpredictable de-
mand are all hampering our nation’s ability to
build its future fleet. This is not a new issue
but I'm afraid that the problems confronting
our industrial base are only getting worse.

So what has Congress done and what
should be done going forward?

We have made significant investments
throughout our Navy’s future fleet, including
funds for our aircraft carrier fleet and a single
contract awarded earlier this year for procure-
ment of both CVN 80 and CVN 81, the 3rd
and 4th Gerald R. Ford-class aircraft carriers.
I’'m proud to have led the effort in this House
to provide the necessary authorization for this
contract to be awarded—this contract will save
$4 billion compared to buying these ships indi-
vidually and sends exactly the right message
to all involved that we are serious about build-
ing more ships in this country.

We have provided consistent funding and
support for our nation’s submarine programs,
and 2019 marks the 9th consecutive year that
2 Virginia-class Submarines have been pro-
cured via the annual authorization/appropria-
tions process. The legislation we are consid-
ering today authorizes a 3rd Virginia-class
Submarine to be procured in fiscal year 2020
as we have heard on numerous occasions
about the attack submarine force structure
shortfall facing our Navy. In 2028 for example,
there is a forecast level of 42 attack sub-
marines against a stated requirement for 66
submarines.

On the Columbia ballistic missile submarine
program, Congress has been steadfast in its
support of the Department of Defense’s No. 1
acquisition priority. Partly as a result, next
year when our nation procures the first boat in
the Columbia class it will have the highest per-
centage of design completed for a first of
class ship in recent memory.

Congress has provided multiple years of
Supplier Development funding for our nuclear
shipbuilding programs with additional planned
investment. | look forward to hearing from the
Navy about these investments and how they
will be helping to shore up certain parts of our
nuclear shipbuilding industrial base.

Congress has also been extremely sup-
portive for amphibious warships, with congres-
sional authorization and funding underway
since Fiscal Year 2013 to enable our Navy to
move between the San Antonio Flight | and
the San Antonio Flight Il class of LPDs. In
fact, Congress has led the Navy with succes-
sive authorization and appropriation of LPD
28, LPD 29, and LPD 30 since Fiscal Year
2015 alone. In Fiscal Year 2019, both the LHA
program and the LPD Flight Il program re-
ceived $350 million in advance procurement
toward the construction of LHA 9 and LPD 31,
respectively. Unfortunately, our amphibious
force remains below the stated requirement of
38 ships and the Pentagon and Navy have not
moved out with the timely execution of these
FY 19 funds, critical for our supplier base.
This bill takes a step in the right direction and
authorizes LPD-31 and the incremental fund-
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ing to support this critical asset. Congress has
done its job and now it's time for the Depart-
ment of Defense and the Department of the
Navy to do their job and get these funds on
contract. Our shipbuilding industrial base is
ready, the shipyards are ready—it's time to
get going and move out.

On surface combatants, Congress has been
extraordinarily supportive of the Navy’s DDG
51 Arleigh Burke-class Destroyer program with
2 successive Multiyear Procurements exe-
cuted since the program restarted almost a
decade ago. The DDG 51 program, unfortu-
nately, experienced a program lapse of sev-
eral years as Navy stopped, then restarted
production after a several year hiatus—the
supplier base atrophied and went elsewhere,
causing the government to work and reconsti-
tute our nation’s ability to build Arleigh Burke-
class destroyers. The program has returned to
some level of stability today, and these
multiyear procurements have saved taxpayers
billions of dollars when compared to annually
procuring 1-2 ships each year. As a result,
the Navy is now requesting procurement of up
to 3 DDG 51 class ships in a given fiscal
year—these ships are the workhorses of our
fleet and they are needed worldwide.

Next year, the Navy will award a contract for
design and construction of a next-generation
Frigate. This ship is critical to the future fleet
but it is also essential for the health and
sustainment of our fragile domestic industrial
base. | applaud the Navy’s acquisition ap-
proach which included a significant period for
concept design and refinement to be followed
by a robust competition detail design and con-
struction for this next class of warship. | want
the best ship with the best value to be our
next Frigate, but | also want the Pentagon to
recognize that it must take a holistic approach
to shipbuilding and its stewardship of the ship-
building industrial base. We saw the problems
created by Navy stopping and starting DDG
51 production and | am mindful of not making
the same mistake twice with this upcoming ac-
quisition. Our industrial base is fragile—deci-
sions made on one program will have cas-
cading effects on multiple programs underway
within Navy shipbuilding.

In closing, Madam Speaker, Congress con-
tinues to exercise its constitutional mandate to
provide and maintain a Navy. There have
been a series of congressional investments
made over the last several years which dem-
onstrates our commitment to building a robust
future fleet. | call on the Pentagon and Navy
leadership to recognize this commitment and
make future decisions consistent with our goal
of a larger more lethal Navy with a robust and
viable industrial base.

———————

DEPARTURE OF MICHAEL
LONERGAN, DEPUTY CHIEF OF
MISSION FOR IRELAND TO THE
UNITED STATES

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 10, 2019

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, my rising today is bitter-
sweet as we acknowledge the departure of
Ireland’s Deputy Chief of Mission here in
Washington: Michael Lonergan.
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Known for his quick wit, diplomatic instinct,
and passion for the job, he has served Ire-
land’s Department of Foreign Affairs honorably
and has been a great resource and friend to
the Irish-American community.

There are few lIrish Citizens, and perhaps
even few Americans, who could compete with
his encyclopedic knowledge of United States
politics and history.

Born in Limerick, he studied law at Univer-
sity College Dublin, and joined the Irish For-
eign Service in April 1997. Prior to this posting
in our nation’s capital, he has served as Con-
sul General in Boston, Press Officer for the
Department of Foreign Affairs, Head of Irish
Community Affairs at Ireland’s Embassy in
London, First Secretary for British-Irish Inter-
governmental Secretariat in Belfast, and vice-
consul in Edinburgh, Scotland.

| know that his departure will leave a void to
many in the lrish-American community, where
he has been a strong presence at events and
celebrations throughout the country. We wish
him the best in his future endeavors, as he
continues his service in Ireland’s Department
of Foreign Affairs.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
July 11, 2019 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

JULY 16

10 a.m.
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine Facebook’s
proposed digital currency and data pri-
vacy considerations.
SH-216
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources
Business meeting to consider S. 143, to
authorize the Department of Energy to
conduct collaborative research with
the Department of Veterans Affairs in
order to improve healthcare services
for veterans in the United States, S.
174, to provide for the establishment of
a pilot program to identify security
vulnerabilities of certain entities in
the energy sector, S. 253, to coordinate
the provision of energy retrofitting as-
sistance to schools, S. 520, to require
the Secretary of Energy to establish an
energy efficiency materials pilot pro-
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gram, S. 715, to improve the produc-
tivity and energy efficiency of the
manufacturing sector by directing the
Secretary of Energy, in coordination
with the National Academies and other
appropriate Federal agencies, to de-
velop a national smart manufacturing
plan and to provide assistance to
small-and medium-sized manufacturers
in implementing smart manufacturing
programs, S. 816, to amend the Natural
Gas Act to expedite approval of exports
of small volumes of natural gas, S. 859,
to amend the Energy Policy Act of 2005
to reauthorize hydroelectric produc-
tion incentives and hydroelectric effi-
ciency improvement incentives, S. 903,
to direct the Secretary of Energy to es-
tablish advanced nuclear goals, provide
for a versatile, reactor-based fast neu-
tron source, make available high-
assay, low-enriched uranium for re-
search, development, and demonstra-
tion of advanced nuclear reactor con-
cepts, S. 983, to amend the Energy Con-
servation and Production Act to reau-
thorize the weatherization assistance
program, S. 990, to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to participate in
the implementation of the Platte River
Recovery Implementation Program
First Increment Extension for threat-
ened and endangered species in the
Central and Lower Platte River Basin,
S. 1052, to authorize the Office of Fossil
Energy to develop advanced separation
technologies for the extraction and re-
covery of rare earth elements and min-
erals from coal and coal byproducts, S.
1064, to require the Secretary of Energy
to conduct a study on the national se-
curity implications of building ethane
and other natural-gas-liquids-related
petrochemical infrastructure in the
United States, S. 1085, to support re-
search, development, and other activi-
ties to develop innovative vehicle tech-
nologies, S. 1201, to amend the fossil
energy research and development pro-
visions of the Energy Policy Act of 2005
to enhance fossil fuel technology, S.
1245, to improve energy performance in
Federal buildings, S. 1286, to amend the
Energy Policy Act of 2005 to facilitate
the commercialization of energy and
related technologies developed at De-
partment of Energy facilities with
promising commercial potential, S.
1317, to facilitate the availability, de-
velopment, and environmentally re-
sponsible production of domestic re-
sources to meet national material or
critical mineral needs, S. 1685, to re-
quire the Secretary of Energy to estab-
lish a program for the research, devel-
opment, and demonstration of commer-
cially viable technologies for the cap-
ture of carbon dioxide produced during
the generation of natural gas-gen-
erated power, S. 1706, to amend the Na-
tional Energy Conservation Policy Act
to encourage the increased use of per-
formance contracting in Federal facili-
ties, S. 1857, to amend the National En-
ergy Conservation Policy Act to im-
prove Federal energy and water per-
formance requirements for Federal
buildings and establish a Federal En-
ergy Management Program, H.R. 347,
to extend the authorization of the Ura-
nium Mill Tailings Radiation Control
Act of 1978 relating to the disposal site
in Mesa County, Colorado, H.R. 762, to
amend the Energy Policy and Con-
servation Act to provide for the dis-
semination of information regarding
available Federal programs relating to
energy efficiency projects for schools,
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and H.R. 1138, to reauthorize the West
Valley demonstration project.
SD-366
Committee on Foreign Relations
Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere,
Transnational Crime, Civilian Secu-
rity, Democracy, Human Rights, and
Global Women’s Issues
To hold hearings to examine United
States engagement in Central America.
SD-419
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Ann C. Fisher, of the District
of Columbia, and Ashley Jay Elizabeth
Poling, of North Carolina, both to be a
Commissioner of the Postal Regulatory
Commission, Catherine Bird, of Texas,
to be General Counsel of the Federal
Labor Relations Authority, and Rainey
R. Brandt, and Shana Frost Matini,
both to be an Associate Judge of the
Superior Court of the District of Co-

lumbia.
SD-342
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests,
and Mining
To hold hearings to examine long-term
management options for the Bureau of
Land Management’s Wild Horse and
Burro Program.
SD-366
Committee on Foreign Relations
Subcommittee on Near East, South Asia,
Central Asia, and Counterterrorism
To hold hearings to examine Iraq, focus-
ing on a crossroads of United States
policy.
SD-419
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the 2020
Census, focusing on conducting a se-
cure and accurate count.
SD-342
Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on the Constitution
To hold hearings to examine Google and
censorship through search engines.
SD-226

JULY 17

9:15 a.m.
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings to examine unprece-
dented migration at the United States
southern border, focusing on bipartisan
policy recommendations from the
Homeland Security Advisory Council.
SD-342
9:30 a.m.
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs
Subcommittee on Economic Policy
To hold hearings to examine economic
mobility, focusing on whether the
American dream is in crisis.

SD-538
10 a.m.
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

To hold hearings to examine National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
plans for deep space exploration, focus-
ing on the Moon to Mars.

SH-216
Committee on Environment and Public
Works

To hold hearings to examine electric bat-
tery production and waste, focusing on
opportunities and challenges.

SD-406
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