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swiftly and delivers H.R. 1569 to the
President for his signature.

It is time for Arizona to have a more
efficient and effective court system.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I agree with everything the gen-
tleman just said. This is a good bill. It
needs to happen.

These locations are different, and
since 1948, the State of Arizona has
changed.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage everyone to
vote “‘yes’ on this bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
as much time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
O’HALLERAN), the sponsor of H.R. 1569.

Mr. OHALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Chairman NADLER and Ranking
Member COLLINS for moving this bill
through the Judiciary Committee.
Similarly, I thank all the committee
members for supporting the bill on a
unanimous voice vote.

This legislation has the bipartisan
and bicameral support of the Arizona
delegation.

This simple, commonsense legisla-
tion allows current Federal judges to
sit in existing courthouses or mag-
istrates’ chambers in Yuma and Flag-
staff, two rapidly growing communities
where constituents do not have full ac-
cess to the Federal judicial system.

By allowing existing judges to sit in
Yuma and Flagstaff, residents of rural
Arizona will not have to travel the sig-
nificant distances they currently do to
Phoenix or Tucson to be heard by a
judge.

This will mean that police officers
can spend more time on patrol and that
individuals won’t have to travel to
serve on juries or participate in mat-
ters that require a judge.
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BEasier access to courthouses will
help Tribal nations that are under sig-
nificant Federal jurisdiction. This will
only further support Tribal sov-
ereignty.

This legislation is a simple way to
improve life for residents of rural
America, and I encourage all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 1569.

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman O’HALLERAN for his lead-
ership on this important legislation. I
also thank Chairman NADLER for work-
ing with me and advancing this bill
through the House Judiciary Com-
mittee. It is going to make a positive
difference to Arizonans. And I thank
Representative COLLINS, as well, for his
support.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. STAN-
TON) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 1569.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
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rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SUPPORTING AND TREATING
OFFICERS IN CRISIS ACT OF 2019

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
998) to amend the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to ex-
pand support for police officer family
services, stress reduction, and suicide
prevention, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 998

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Supporting
and Treating Officers In Crisis Act of 2019”.
SEC. 2. EXPANDING SUPPORT FOR POLICE OFFI-

CER FAMILY SERVICES, STRESS RE-
DUCTION, AND SUICIDE PREVEN-
TION.

Part W of title I of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34
U.S.C. 10491 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in the part heading, by striking ‘‘FAMILY
SUPPORT’’ and inserting ‘‘SUPPORT FOR LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND FAMILIES’’;

(2) in section 2301 (34 U.S.C. 10491)—

(A) in paragraph (2), by inserting ¢, includ-
ing any research and reports developed under
the Law Enforcement Mental Health and
Wellness Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-113; 131
Stat. 2276)” after ‘‘interested parties’; and

(B) in paragraph (4), by inserting ‘¢, psy-
chological services, suicide prevention,”
after ‘‘stress reduction’’;

(3) in section 2302 (34 U.S.C. 10492), by in-
serting ‘‘and mental health services’” after
““family support services’’; and

(4) in section 2303 (34 U.S.C. 10493)—

(A) in subsection (b)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘officers
and” after ‘‘law enforcement’’; and

(ii) by amending paragraph (4) to read as
follows:

‘“(4) Evidence-based programs to reduce
stress, prevent suicide, and promote mental
health.”; and

(B) in subsection (¢c)—

(i) in paragraph (5), by inserting ‘‘, mental
health crisis, and suicide prevention’ after
““family crisis’’;

(ii) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘the
human immunodeficiency virus’” and insert-
ing ‘‘infectious disease’’;

(iii) in paragraph (8), by inserting ¢, in-
jured, or permanently disabled” after
“killed”’; and

(iv) by striking paragraph (10) and insert-
ing the following:

‘“(10) Specialized training for identifying,
reporting, and responding to officer mental
health crises and suicide.

‘“(11) Technical assistance and training to
support any or all of the services described
in paragraphs (1) through (10).”.

SEC. 3. REAUTHORIZING GRANT PROGRAMS FOR
SUPPORTING LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS AND FAMILIES.

Section 1001(a)(21) of title I of the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
(34 U.S.C. 10261(a)(21)) is amended to read as
follows:

‘“(21) There are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out part W, $7,500,000 for
each of fiscal years 2020 through 2024.”".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
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BAss) and the gen-
COLLINS)

California (Ms.
tleman from Georgia (Mr.
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks and include material on
the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of S. 998, the Supporting and Treating
Officers in Crisis Act of 2019, also
known as the STOIC Act. This bill
would provide important mental health
and suicide prevention services to law
enforcement officers and their families.

Specifically, it would modify an ex-
isting, but expired, authorization pro-
viding support to law enforcement offi-
cers’ families to add mental health and
suicide prevention programs directed
at officers themselves. Additionally, S.
998 would also reauthorize the family
support provisions and would appro-
priate up to $7.5 million for each fiscal
year from 2020 to 2024 to carry out both
the family and law enforcement officer
mental health programs.

The law enforcement officers this
grant program would assist all too
often face dangerous and horrific chal-
lenges, which takes a hard toll on them
and, often, their families. Too fre-
quently, local resources are not readily
available or accessible for these pur-
poses. S. 998 would bridge this critical
gap.

Seeking help is often the hardest step
to take to address one’s mental health
issues. It can be especially difficult for
law enforcement officers because of the
stigma against it within the law en-
forcement community and, too often
still, in society as a whole. The aim of
this legislation is to help overcome
this reluctance by destigmatizing men-
tal health treatment in the law en-
forcement community.

Provisions in this legislation encour-
age recipients of grant funding to set
up suicide prevention hotlines. These
lifelines are a critical step for getting
those officers who need it the assist-
ance they require and thereby help ad-
dress the nationwide tragedy of officer
suicide.

The impact of on-the-job stress is not
limited to law enforcement officers,
however. The underlying expired grant
program, which this bill reauthorizes,
permits recipients of grant programs
for marital and adolescent support
groups. This ‘“whole family’ approach
to mental health services is essential
for retaining officers. It is often said
that departments recruit officers and
retain families. Family support pro-
grams, such as those authorized in S.
998, provide critical support that keeps
officers on patrol.
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Lastly, included in the reauthoriza-
tion is the ability for recipients of this
grant to provide child care on a 24-hour
basis. This provision furnishes much-
needed support to single parent offi-
cers, many of whom are women. The
Bureau of Justice Statistics reports
that there are over 100,000 female law
enforcement officers nationwide. Child
care programs, as authorized in this
measure, help promote family-friendly
workplaces and facilitate the employ-
ment of more female officers.

S. 998 is identical to H.R. 2368, a bi-
partisan measure sponsored by our
House Judiciary Committee colleague,
the gentleman from Pennsylvania,
Representative GUY RESCHENTHALER,
with the support of the gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania, Representative
MADELEINE DEAN. I should also note
that the Judiciary Committee passed
the House bill by voice vote last
month.

Accordingly, I support this bill, and I
urge my colleagues to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, as a son of a state trooper and as
someone who also has served as a chap-
lain to police agencies and our first re-
sponders, this is a very important bill
to me. I cannot think of a better Mem-
ber from our side of the aisle who sup-
ported this, and also the chairwoman
and others who have supported this,
but GUY RESCHENTHALER is a champion
of this from his service days and also
from his background.

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
RESCHENTHALER), the lead author on
the Republican side of the STOIC Act.

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of S. 998, the
Senate companion to this bipartisan
legislation, that I introduced with Con-
gresswoman DEAN, that will address
the mental health needs of our Na-
tion’s police officers.

Law enforcement officers put their
lives on the line every day to protect
our communities.

Last year, when the Tree of Life syn-
agogue was under attack, the Pitts-
burgh police and police from around
the region ran into open gunfire to stop
a deranged, hateful madman intent on
killing as many worshippers as pos-
sible. Were it not for the heroic efforts
of the police that day, the tragic loss of
life could have been much worse.

Across the country, we sleep safely in
our beds each night because of our law
enforcement officers. But the critical
work that these men and women under-
take does not come without a cost.

According to the National Study of
Police Suicides, law enforcement offi-
cers are two-and-a-half times more
likely to die from suicides than from
homicides. Studies show that police of-
ficers have above average stress levels
that lead to post-traumatic stress,
heart disease, and high blood pressure.
Despite all we do for our communities,
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the Federal Government provides few
resources to address the consequences
of their taxing work.

The STOIC Act is a bipartisan piece
of legislation that will reform and ex-
pand an existing grant program to bet-
ter address the mental health and sup-
port needs of our law enforcement,
most importantly as it relates to sui-
cide prevention.

am very grateful to Senator
HAWLEY and Senator WHITEHOUSE for
their work to get this bill through the
Senate.

I also, again, thank Ranking Member
CoLLINS and Chairman NADLER for
prioritizing this important piece of leg-
islation.

And, most importantly, I thank my
friend and fellow Pennsylvanian, Con-
gresswoman DEAN, for her tireless
work to improve mental health treat-
ment for police across the country.
Throughout this entire process, Con-
gresswoman DEAN has shown tremen-
dous appreciation for law enforcement
officers and great concern for the well-
being of them and their families. It has
truly been a pleasure to work on this
bill with Congresswoman DEAN.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
support the STOIC Act today. It is
time for us to take care of those who
take care of us.

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. DEAN).

Ms. DEAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Chairman NADLER, Chairwoman BASS,
and my colleague and friend from
Pennsylvania for their efforts in mov-
ing this important legislation forward.

Every day our law enforcement pro-
fessionals don their uniforms, show up
for work, and take on the extraor-
dinary responsibility of Kkeeping us
safe. It is work that, too often, goes
unnoticed or underappreciated, a kind
of quiet heroism. But that work can
also exact a very heavy toll.

The Supporting and Treating Officers
in Crisis, STOIC, Act responds to the
growing emergency in the law enforce-
ment community. Studies show that
law enforcement officers face a wide
range of stressors, including respond-
ing to violent crime, managing crisis
situations, and, as 77 percent of officers
report, dealing with insufficient de-
partmental support for their mission.

This stress has serious consequences.
Studies indicate that 1 in 4 officers re-
port stress-based physical health prob-
lems, and 1 in 14 meet the criteria for
PTSD. Think of that: just showing up
for this important work places our law
enforcement professionals at increased
risk for a wide range of health prob-
lems.

Suicide among our law enforcement
community is rising at a troubling
rate, as well. The CDC reported in 2016
that the suicide rate in this commu-
nity is 50 percent higher than the na-
tional average. In recent years, the
number of law enforcement who have
died by suicide has even surpassed the
number of officers killed in the line of
duty.
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According to Blue H.E.L.P., we lost
142 officers to suicide in 2016. Last
year, that number jumped to 167 com-
pared to 144 who tragically lost their
lives in the line of duty.

Officers in crisis need our support.
The STOIC Act, both the Senate and
the House version, will reform and ex-
pand existing grant programs to better
address mental health, establish sui-
cide prevention programs, and offer aid
to officers’ families.

Our law enforcement officers are true
public servants, and honoring their
service means providing them with the
support they deserve.

I thank my colleague, fellow Penn-
sylvanian, Congressman
RESCHENTHALER, for speaking in one
voice across the aisle and across cham-
bers. I thank him for his passion and
his leadership on this bipartisan bill. It
has been a pleasure to work with him
and his team on an issue we both care
deeply about. I look forward to our
continued efforts, and I urge all Mem-
bers to support the STOIC Act.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentlewoman for yielding;
and I thank the two cosponsors, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania and the
gentlewoman from Pennsylvania, for a
very important initiative that not one
of us have, unfortunately, not heard of
one of our law enforcement officers in
recent years, in recent times, or in re-
cent months committing suicide. That
incident has occurred in my own com-
munity.

It is clearly important to be able to
provide this extra support, the Sup-
porting and Treating Officers in Crisis
Act of 2019, the STOIC Act. It is crucial
because it also impacts these families.
These officers every day deal with such
catastrophic incidences. In my own
community, we have seen six little
children killed over the last couple of
months.
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The individuals who arrive first to
the scene are law enforcement officers,
and they are moms and dads with chil-
dren. And I cannot imagine the impact
that those scenes, those crime scenes,
have day after day on these officers
who have joined the force to do good
and to help people.

We often say when we call 911, we are
looking for the men and women in
blue, and we are looking for them to
strengthen those families who are bro-
ken or in crisis. This particular act
would revitalize the DOJ’s grant pro-
gram for Law Enforcement Family Re-
sources, in addition to allocating funds
to establish suicide prevention, stress
management, and mental health pro-
grams.

We know that just as our military
men and women face the devastation of
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PTSD, members of our various law en-
forcement agencies who work to pro-
tect us also experience post-traumatic
stress disorder.

This program to enhance the grants
that departments can secure will be
able to fill in the gap and work with
families and also deal with the ques-
tion of those experiencing mental ill-
ness. Post-traumatic stress disorder
can come in the form of depression,
burnout, and other mental-health re-
lated issues and anxiety.

We know that over the years, sui-
cides have increased, but in 2017, an es-
timated 140 officers died from suicide,
which exceeds the 129 that were killed
in the line of duty.

Mental illness is a silent, but lethal
killer. We are working in the Judiciary
Committee on the Law Enforcement
Trust and Integrity Act which will em-
phasize some of the protocols for im-
proving, policing, working on profes-
sionalism, and working with the 18,000
police departments across America. I
can’t imagine waiting to pass this leg-
islation to reignite the grant program
to be able to help those who are now
presently suffering.

I am glad that this is a bicameral ini-
tiative. I hope that this will move
quickly to the President’s desk to sign,
and I hope those funds will get to the
Houston Police Department, the Harris
County Sheriff’s Department, con-
stables’ offices, and various police de-
partments across America.

A healthy police officer, physically
and mentally, is the best community
relations that you could ever have. A
healthy officer who works with chil-
dren, who works with communities,
who works with families, and shows up
when the civic club asks them to come
and speak about safety and security in
the neighborhood, that is who we hope
will be the kind of officer who will
come to work every day.

These grant programs will ensure
that. Most of all, I would like to close
by saying: for those law enforcement
officers who are, many times, former
military personnel and committed to
the idea of service, go and get help. We
are standing ready to help. These grant
programs will allow police depart-
ments, cities, counties, and States to
put out an effective and strong re-
sponse to the needs of our law enforce-
ment, and to thank them for their
service.

Mr. Speaker, as a senior member of the
Committee on the Judiciary, and on Homeland
Security, | rise in strong support of S. 998, the
“Supporting and Treating Officers in Crisis Act
of 2019,” known for short as the “STOIC Act”.

The STOIC Act would reintroduce and revi-
talize the DOJ’s grant program for Law En-
forcement Family Services, in addition to allo-
cating funds to establish, suicide prevention,
stress management, and mental health pro-
grams.

Mr. Speaker, as late as 2017, there were
more than 600,000 law enforcement officers
employed in the United States, charged with
protecting their communities.
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Daily, the nation’s law enforcement officers
witness and experience all manner of trauma
in the line of duty.

As these brave members of our nation’s
various law enforcement agencies work to pro-
tect the individuals of their communities, the
difficulties they experience often leave them
with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD),
depression, burnout and other mental health
conditions related to anxiety.

These anxiety-related illnesses can even re-
sult in suicide.

In 2017, an estimated 140 officers died from
suicide, which exceeds the 129 that were
killed in the line of duty, making mental iliness
the silent killer and most lethal threat to law
enforcement professionals.

There is no doubt that these men and
women suffering from mental health issues
that occurred as a result of their efforts to pro-
tect and serve their communities, deserve our
support throughout their recovery and treat-
ment.

By passing S. 998, officers combating anx-
iety related mental health conditions, and their
families, will receive improved support and
care.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting S. 998 to ensure that the nation’s law
enforcement officers, and their families, re-
ceive the mental health care and rehabilitation
they deserve.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I am ready to close.

Again, it is a great bill. You have
heard the accolades of the gentleman
and gentlewoman from Pennsylvania.
They have made that case clear, along
with my friends from Texas and Cali-
fornia.

This is a good bill, I urge everybody
to support it, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the tragically high
number of law enforcement profes-
sionals who take their own lives each
year is a serious problem that must be
addressed.

According to Blue H.E.L..P., an advo-
cacy organization that works to reduce
mental health stigma in the law en-
forcement community, 167 law enforce-
ment officers committed suicide in
2018. By comparison, in the same year,
144 law enforcement officers died in the
line of duty.

S. 998 will help provide critical men-
tal health and suicide prevention as-
sistance to law enforcement officers in
need. I therefore urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this important
measure, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
BAss) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, S. 998.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

H5331

EFFECTIVE PROSECUTION OF POS-
SESSION OF BIOLOGICAL TOXINS
AND AGENTS ACT OF 2019

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
744) to amend section 175b of title 18,
United States Code, to correct a scriv-
ener’s error.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 744

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Effective
Prosecution of Possession of Biological Tox-
ins and Agents Act of 2019,

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON THE POSSESSION OF BI-
OLOGICAL TOXINS AND AGENTS.

Section 175b of title 18, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘(a)(1) No restricted” and
all that follows through the end of paragraph
(1) and inserting the following:

‘‘(a) OFFENSE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful for a
restricted person to—

‘‘(A) ship, transport, or possess in or affect-
ing interstate or foreign commerce any bio-
logical agent or toxin described in paragraph
(2); or

““(B) receive any biological agent or toxin
described in paragraph (2) that has been
shipped or transported in interstate or for-
eign commerce.

“(2) AGENTS AND TOXINS COVERED.—A bio-
logical agent or toxin described in this para-
graph is a biological agent or toxin that—

‘“(A) is listed as a non-overlap or overlap
select biological agent or toxin under part 73
of title 42, Code of Federal Regulations, pur-
suant to section 351A of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262a); and

“(B) is not excluded or exempted under
part 73 of title 42, Code of Federal Regula-
tions.”’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘(2) Whoever’”’ and inserting
“(3) PENALTY.—Whoever”’ and adjusting the
margin accordingly; and

(2) in subsection (d), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘DEFINI-
TIONS.—" before ““‘In this section:”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. BASS) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. COLLINS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks and include material on
the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
744, the Effective Prosecution of Pos-
session of Biological Toxins and Agents
Act of 2019, a bill that would correct an
error that has unintentionally resulted
in an incomplete list of biological tox-
ins and agents prohibited under cur-
rent law.
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