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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RESCUING ANIMALS WITH
REWARDS ACT OF 2019

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 97) to amend the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 to
authorize rewards for thwarting wild-
life trafficking linked to transnational
organized crime, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 97

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rescuing
Animals With Rewards Act of 2019 or the
“RAWR Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds
lowing:

(1) Wwildlife trafficking is a major
transnational crime that is estimated to
generate over $10 billion a year in illegal
profits and which is increasingly perpetrated
by organized, sophisticated criminal enter-
prises, including known terrorist organiza-
tions.

(2) Wildlife trafficking not only threatens
endangered species worldwide, but also jeop-
ardizes local security, spreads disease, under-
mines rule of law, fuels corruption, and dam-
ages economic development.

(3) Combating wildlife trafficking requires
a coordinated and sustained approach at the
global, regional, national, and local levels.

(4) Congress stated in the Eliminate, Neu-
tralize, and Disrupt Wildlife Trafficking Act
of 2016 that it is the policy of the United
States to take immediate actions to stop the
illegal global trade in wildlife and wildlife
products and associated transnational orga-
nized crime.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Department of State’s re-
wards program is a powerful tool in com-
bating sophisticated international crime and
that the Department of State and Federal
law enforcement should work in concert to
offer rewards that target wildlife traffickers.
SEC. 3. REWARDS FOR JUSTICE.

Subparagraph (B) of section 36(k)(5) of the
State Department Basic Authorities Act of
1956 (22 U.S.C. 2708(k)(5)) is amended by in-
serting ‘“‘wildlife trafficking (as defined by
section 2(12) of the Eliminate, Neutralize,
and Disrupt Wildlife Trafficking Act of 2016
(16 U.S.C. 7601(12); Public Law 114-231)) and”
after ‘‘includes’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ENGEL) and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 97,
Rescuing Animals With Rewards Act.

the fol-
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume, and
rise in support of H.R. 97.

I would like to begin by thanking Mr.
BUCHANAN and Ms. TIiTus for intro-
ducing this important legislation.

In recent years, Congress has taken a
number of important steps to combat
wildlife trafficking, but the situation
remains dire.

Over the last 10 years, one-third of
African elephants have been slaugh-
tered for their tusks—one-third. That
is just shocking.

Rhino populations have also been
decimated, and many other species are
at risk.

Protecting wildlife is the right thing
to do, but it also serves American na-
tional security interests. Wildlife traf-
ficking feeds corruption, undermines
the rule of law, threatens economic
prosperity, and drives instability. And
it is carried out by many of the same
international criminal syndicates en-
gaged in the trafficking of drugs, weap-
ons, and people.

The bipartisan, commonsense legisla-
tion before us today provides our gov-
ernment with a tool it can use to tack-
le the illegal trade in wildlife. Specifi-
cally, it authorizes rewards, under the
State Department’s Rewards for Jus-
tice Program, for information leading
to the arrest or conviction of those en-
gaged in wildlife trafficking.

This can provide a powerful financial
incentive for people to turn in those re-
sponsible for this appalling activity.

Where I come from—Bronx, New
York—we have the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society doing such wonderful
work. It is the Bronx Zoo. They are
really doing great work in terms of
this. And John Calvelli, a personal
friend of mine, is at the forefront of
trying to save animals and allowing
people to understand what is going on
in wildlife trafficking. It is very impor-
tant, and I commend them for their
role.

This authorizes rewards, under the
State Department’s Rewards for Jus-
tice Program, for information leading
to the arrest or conviction of those en-
gaged in wildlife trafficking. This can
provide a powerful financial incentive
for people to turn in those responsible
for this appalling activity.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bipartisan leg-
islation, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
bill to prioritize the targeting of wild-
life traffickers as part of the Depart-
ment of State’s Rewards for Justice
Program.

I thank the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. BUCHANAN) for leading this impor-
tant bill and also Chairman ENGEL for
bringing this bill to the floor.
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This legislation would give explicit
authority to offer financial rewards for
information pertaining to the capture
or conviction of high-profile wildlife
traffickers around the world. This is a
powerful tool for Federal law enforce-
ment to target those who engage in
wildlife trafficking.

Illicit wildlife trade is a multibillion-
dollar industry. This funds terrorists
and criminal networks around the
world, destabilizing countries and
stripping communities of valuable eco-
nomic resources.

We know that the criminals that
poach and then traffic wildlife products
are the same people and networks that
traffic weapons, drugs, and people.

Our ability to crack down on illicit
funding streams for criminal and ter-
rorist networks is critical to U.S. na-
tional security interests in the global
war on terrorism.

We must ensure that the State De-
partment and our law enforcement per-
sonnel have the tools they need to
combat this horrible trade.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume for
the purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like
to, once again, urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this good, bipar-
tisan bill to combat wildlife traf-
ficking, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Cox
of California). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ENGEL) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 97.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CAMBODIA DEMOCRACY ACT OF
2019

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 526) to promote free and fair elec-
tions, political freedoms, and human
rights in Cambodia, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 526

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Cambodia
Democracy Act of 2019”°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Prime Minister Hun Sen has been in
power in Cambodia since 1985 and is the long-
est-serving leader in Southeast Asia. Despite
decades of international attention and as-
sistance to promote a pluralistic, multi-
party democratic system in Cambodia, the
Government of Cambodia continues to be



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-07-25T11:26:21-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




