July 15, 2019

chairman of the House Education and
Labor Committee, Mr. ScoTT, and each
and every one of my colleagues who
have spoken here tonight.

I thank the Speaker for giving us
this hour to bring about the issues that
are important.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to address the issue of stagnant wages
for African Americans and, as a result, the
lack of economic opportunities.

We have seen a recent epidemic of the
working poor—hardworking Americans who
each day are forced to choose between food,
shelter, clothing or health care for themselves
and their families. In the past 40 years, min-
imum wage increases have not kept pace with
inflation, causing millions of families to strug-
gle with stagnant wages while the cost of
goods and services continue to rise. The cur-
rent minimum wage in my home state of
Texas is only $7.25 an hour, and even lower
for workers in the service industry, who in-
stead rely heavily on customer tips for take-
home pay.

The African American community, which
makes up a significant portion of the min-
imum-wage workforce, is disproportionately af-
fected by lower wages. According to the Eco-
nomic Policy Institute, 38.1% of all black work-
ers would receive higher pay as a result of an
increased wage, therefore opening up new
economic opportunities.

We must act quickly to ensure that any
American willing to work 40 hours a week can
afford basic necessities, that is why | am
proud to cosponsor H.R. 582, the Raise the
Wage Act. This bill would lift millions of Ameri-
cans out of poverty by gradually increasing the
minimum wage over a period of five years to
$15.

Mr. Speaker, the growing racial wealth gap
in our country can no longer go unnoticed. We
now have an opportunity to take concrete
steps to help close the gap.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 44 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 2022

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MORELLE) at 10 o’clock
and 22 minutes p.m.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3494, DAMON PAUL NELSON
AND MATTHEW YOUNG POLLARD
INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION
ACT FOR FISCAL YEARS 2018,
2019, AND 2020; RELATING TO THE
CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE RE-
PORT 116-125 AND AN ACCOM-
PANYING RESOLUTION; RELAT-
ING TO THE CONSIDERATION OF
MEASURES DISAPPROVING OF
SALES, EXPORTS, OR APPROV-
ALS PURSUANT TO THE ARMS
EXPORT CONTROL ACT; AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.RES. 489, CONDEMNING
PRESIDENT TRUMP'S RACIST
COMMENTS DIRECTED AT MEM-
BERS OF CONGRESS

Mr. RASKIN, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 116-154) on the resolution (H.
Res. 491) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 3494) to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2020 for intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activi-
ties of the United States Government,
the Community Management Account,
and the Central Intelligence Agency
Retirement and Disability System, and
for other purposes; relating to the con-
sideration of House Report 116-125 and
an accompanying resolution; relating
to the consideration of measures dis-
approving of sales, exports, or approv-
als pursuant to the Arms Export Con-
trol Act; and providing for consider-
ation of the resolution (H. Res. 489)
condemning President Trump’s racist
comments directed at Members of Con-
gress, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

———————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 582, RAISE THE WAGE ACT

Mr. RASKIN, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 116-155) on the resolution (H.
Res. 492) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 582) to provide for in-
creases in the Federal minimum wage,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BIsSHOP of Georgia (at the request
of Mr. HOYER) for today.

Mr. JEFFRIES (at the request of Mr.

HOYER) for today on account of family
commitment.

H5823

EXPENDITURES BY THE OFFICE
OF GENERAL COUNSEL UNDER
HOUSE RESOLUTION 6, 116TH
CONGRESS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION,

Washington, DC, July 15, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to section
302(c) of House Resolution 6 (116th Congress)
I hereby submit the attached statement
‘“‘setting forth the aggregate amounts ex-
pended by the Office of General Counsel on
outside counsel and other experts pursuant
to this title on a quarterly basis’ for the
quarter beginning on April 1, 2019 and ending
on June 30, 2019, for publication in the Con-
gressional Record.

Sincerely,
ZOE LOFGREN,
Chairperson.
Attachment.

AGGREGATE AMOUNT EXPENDED ON OUTSIDE COUNSEL
OR OTHER EXPERTS—H. RES. 6

January 1-March 31, 2019
April 1-June 30, 2019

$0.00
0.00

Total 0.00

——————

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the
House, reported that on July 15, 2019,
she presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill:

H.R. 866. To provide a lactation room in
public buildings.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 24 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Tuesday, July
16, 2019, at 10 a.m. for morning-hour de-
bate.

———

BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF PAYGO
LEGISLATION

Pursuant to the Statutory Pay-As-
You-Go Act of 2010 (PAYGO), Mr. YAR-
MUTH hereby submits, prior to the vote
on passage, for printing in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, that H.R. 526, the
Cambodia Democracy Act, as amended,
would have no significant effect on di-
rect spending or revenues, and there-
fore, the budgetary effects of such bill
are estimated as zero.

Pursuant to the Statutory Pay-As-
You-Go Act of 2010 (PAYGO), Mr. YAR-
MUTH hereby submits, prior to the vote
on passage, for printing in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, that H.R. 2037, the
Saudi Arabia Human Rights and Ac-
countability Act of 2019, as amended,
would have no significant effect on di-
rect spending or revenues, and there-
fore, the budgetary effects of such bill
are estimated as zero.
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