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refugee who entered America 3 years
ago was charged with terrorism. Ac-
cording to an affidavit filed in Pitts-
burgh Federal court, the FBI investiga-
tion of Mustafa Mousab Alowemer ‘‘re-
vealed that Alowemer plotted to bomb
a church located on the north side of
Pittsburgh . . . using a weapon of mass
destruction, i.e., an explosive device.”

According to Alowemer, his motiva-
tion to detonate a device at the church
was to ‘“‘support the cause of ISIS and
to inspire other ISIS supporters in the
United States to join together and
commit similar acts in the name of
ISIS.”

Fortunately, the FBI stopped
Alowemer from blowing up a church
and slaughtering innocent American
Christians. Unfortunately, American
lives are still at risk from terrorists
masquerading as refugees.

Mr. Speaker, I ask: How many dead
Americans does it take to cause open-
border advocates to secure our borders
and protect American lives?

Unfortunately, no one knows because
socialist Democrats have shown there
is no amount of American blood on
their hands that will cause them to
protect American lives by securing
America’s borders.

——————

RECOGNIZING ROSE MARIE
STRIPPOLI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize Rose Marie
Strippoli, an accomplished artist from
Bristol, Pennsylvania.

In addition to receiving numerous
awards throughout her career, her
most recent acrylic painting titled
“The Passage’ was recognized as best
in show at the 70th Tinicum Arts Fes-
tival last week. Her abstract painting,
combining vibrant colors with master-
ful strokes, stood out amongst submis-
sions from more than 180 artists at the
festival.

In addition to her artistic excellence
and success, she has tirelessly advo-
cated for local artists in the Bucks
County area. One of her most notable
accomplishments was her work to es-
tablish an exhibit at the Lower Bucks
Campus of the Bucks County Commu-
nity College featuring a rotation of
pieces from local artists. The exhibit
opened in 2015 and has highlighted
many up-and-coming local artists since
that time.

Her constant drive to better herself
as a person and as an artist earned her
a spot in the Centre for the Arts Hall of
Fame in Bristol in 2016.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Rose
Marie on her accomplished career and
extend to her the best of luck in her fu-
ture endeavors. Her work has improved
opportunities for young artists in our
community, for which we owe her
many thanks.
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COMMENDING THE LIFESAVING ACTIONS OF
POLICE OFFICER RYAN BUNDA

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to commend the brave and
lifesaving actions of Police Officer
Ryan Bunda of the Warminster Town-
ship Police Department.

On July 11, 2019, Officer Bunda ob-
served a white pickup truck rolling
slowly down a busy roadway in his pa-
trol area. Officer Bunda, in an act of
incredible bravery and initiative, ran
alongside the truck, opened the door,
and used his hand to press the brake,
bringing the vehicle to a halt.

The driver of the truck was suffering
from a seizure, and Officer Bunda, with
the help of a local firefighter who was
passing on the other side of the road,
removed the victim from the vehicle
and administered lifesaving first aid on
the side of the road.

With the help of this firefighter and
the additional medical assistance of
EMTs, who arrived shortly after, Offi-
cer Bunda saved the driver from life-al-
tering harm or death, as well as pro-
tecting the safety of other drivers on
the roadway.

This act of bravery on behalf of Offi-
cer Bunda serves as a reminder of the
debt of gratitude we owe to the incred-
ibly brave and selfless public servants
in law enforcement.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Officer Bunda
for his brave actions and his career of
service, and I extend thanks to all first
responders and law enforcement offi-
cials across Bucks County and across
our country.

HONORING THE LIFE AND MEMORY OF TROY M.
PEREIRA

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
today, I rise with a heavy heart to
honor the life and memory of Troy Pe-
reira of Falls Township, Pennsylvania,
a graduate of Pennsbury High School
and a gifted student-athlete.

Troy held a career as a warehouse lo-

gistics specialist for H&M in Bur-
lington, New Jersey.
Troy participated in community

sports programs, such as the Morris-
ville Babe Ruth baseball team and the
Morrisville Bulldog team. He was also
a member of the championship
Pennsbury men’s volleyball team,
which qualified for the State volleyball
championship in 2013.

Athletics aside, Troy is remembered
as a generous and kind soul who was
deeply loved by all who met him. My
heart goes out to his parents, Matthew
A. Pereira and Kathleen Holder Hirko,
and her husband, Jeffrey Hirko; his
brother, Kyle Pereira; and his sister,
Chelsea Pereira.

Troy’s life was taken from us too
soon. In the short time he was with us,
Troy was a leading example of the im-
portance of community engagement.
May he now enjoy his eternal reward
for a life he spent serving others.
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HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF APOLLO 11 MOON
LANDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. SPANO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the 50th anniversary of
the Apollo 11 Moon landing.

Fifty years ago, Neil Armstrong,
Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins
launched from Florida’s coast at Ken-
nedy Space Center with the goal of
being the first to step foot on the
Moon.

On July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong ac-
complished what was only a short time
prior believed to be impossible. He be-
came the first man to set foot on the
Moon, uttering the famous words,
“That’s one small step for man, one
giant leap for mankind.”

Those words ring through history,
but it is important that we also recog-
nize the hundreds of scientists, engi-
neers, mathematicians, and support
staff who worked tirelessly to ensure
mission success but do not receive the
public recognition that they deserve
for their contributions.

One example of this is Susan Finley.
She began her career as a computer
programmer at NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory and wrote software for the
Deep Space Network. That software
made it possible to hear the trans-
missions from the Moon that showed
the world what was possible when the
United States committed to achieving
the impossible.

I am also incredibly proud that 50
years after this accomplishment, Flor-
ida remains at the forefront of space
exploration. Today, the new crew cap-
sules designed to launch American as-
tronauts into space are being built, and
I hope that by the end of this year, in
which we are celebrating the first
Moon landing, we will again see Amer-
ican astronauts climb into American-
built capsules and launch into space
from Florida’s shores.

We have relied on Russian spacecraft
for too long, and this will inspire a new
generation of American children to de-
velop a passion for exploration and to
pursue science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics education, just
as the Apollo program did 50 years ago
when Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin
became the first to set foot on the
Moon.

President George Bush said: ‘“‘Man-
kind is drawn to the heavens for the
same reason we were once drawn into
unknown lands and across the open
sea. We choose to explore space be-
cause doing so improves our lives and
lifts our national spirit. So let us con-
tinue the journey.”

CONGRATULATING MICHAELA MCLEAN, MISS

FLORIDA 2019

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Michaela
McLean on her crowning achievement
of being named Miss Florida 2019.

Michaela, a graduate of East Ridge
High School in Clermont, Florida, and
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