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I have already read the national sta-

tistics. I am even prouder about this. 
Instead of being left behind, Kentucky 
is helping to lead the charge. The 
State’s unemployment rate has hit and 
sustained its lowest level on record. 
Again, that is recordbreaking low un-
employment. 

Last year, Governor Bevin helped 
Kentucky to welcome more than $5.3 
billion of planned business investment. 
This new growth isn’t just con-
centrated in urban areas. Rural com-
munities in the Bluegrass are seeing 
more jobs, investment, and expansion 
as well. 

Of course, it takes more than 2 years 
to unwind the mistakes of the past. 
Parts of Kentucky are still struggling 
from the effects of liberal policies, and 
this Republican Senate, the adminis-
tration, and leaders in Frankfort are 
laser-focused on continuing to invest in 
and fight for recovery. 

In many communities, particularly 
in rural Kentucky, the lingering pain 
has been hard to shake—the damage to 
the coal industry, the devastation 
caused by opioid and substance abuse. 
So more work is certainly needed, and 
I am honored to lead the charge in 
Washington to help Kentuckians con-
front these challenges. 

Through programs like the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission and the 
abandoned mine land pilot program, we 
are investing hundreds of millions of 
dollars into struggling areas and out- 
of-work Americans. In Eastern Ken-
tucky, Congressman HAL ROGERS and I 
have partnered with local organiza-
tions to secure Federal resources for 
everything from skills training to 
water infrastructure improvements. 

I have helped to secure tens of mil-
lions of dollars to aid the retraining ef-
forts of the Eastern Kentucky Con-
centrated Employment Program and 
job-creating programs like the Ken-
tucky Highlands Community Develop-
ment Corporation. We have also se-
cured grants to bolster good jobs, sup-
port the environment, attract tourism, 
and promote healthy lifestyles. 

These are just a few examples from 
just one State. There are stories like 
this all over our country. While the 
previous administration left these men 
and women behind, Republicans recog-
nize their skills and their drive. We are 
investing in their futures. 

f 

TREATIES 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

speaking of economic growth and de-
velopment, the Senate will soon turn 
our attention to a number of bilateral 
tax treaties with important U.S. trad-
ing partners. We have these kinds of 
agreements in place to reduce tax eva-
sion, tax avoidance, and unfair double 
taxation of U.S. citizens and businesses 
who conduct businesses overseas. The 
four we will consider this week are 
agreements with Spain, Switzerland, 
Japan, and Luxembourg. 

The U.S. Government and each of 
these foreign governments have pains-

takingly negotiated updates to existing 
agreements about how certain kinds of 
commerce would be taxed and which 
country will tax them. In short, Senate 
ratification of these protocols would 
mean less confusion, more certainty, 
and, often, fewer taxes for U.S. job cre-
ators—and, by the way, a simpler rule 
book for overseas investors who want 
to invest their money here. Fairer 
treatment for our own American job 
creators and more enticement for for-
eign investment to head to our coun-
try—that is what we would call a win- 
win. 

We are talking about a serious eco-
nomic impact. In addition to the four 
countries we are tackling this week, 
there are three more nations with tax 
treaties pending which I know the ad-
ministration is continuing to work on 
with the Foreign Relations and Fi-
nance Committees to finalize work on 
these remaining agreements. 

Combined, these seven foreign coun-
tries invest more than $1.2 trillion in 
the United States. That is more than $1 
trillion in foreign investment and, by 
some estimates, hundreds of thousands 
of U.S. jobs are tied up, either directly 
or indirectly, in trade with these coun-
tries. 

These trading relationships touch all 
50 States. Every one of my colleagues 
is familiar with communities that ben-
efit from the foreign investment. For 
my part, that includes thousands of 
workers in Kentucky. 

One major manufacturer with ties to 
Spain employs 1,500 people in my 
State. It accounts for more than one 
third of all the stainless steel produced 
in the United States every year. Over 
the three decades it has operated in 
Carroll County, the surrounding com-
munities benefited from more than $60 
million in tax revenue. 

That is just one of many job creators 
in my home State, and it is far from 
the only one with a serious interest in 
seeing these measures get across the 
finish line. From consumer goods mak-
ers to industrial suppliers, Kentucky 
continues to welcome job-creating in-
vestment from around the world. 

I think practically every American is 
familiar with Hot Pockets, a culinary 
staple of busy families, workers, and 
college students everywhere. But not 
everyone knows that, as of several 
years ago, every single Hot Pocket is 
cooked in Mount Sterling, KY. The fa-
cility employs more than 1,000 Ken-
tuckians. The parent company is Nes-
tle, based in Switzerland. So there are 
not only hard-working Kentuckians 
but also a lot of hungry consumers 
across the country who can understand 
why we need to keep our international 
trade in sync. 

Passing these agreements will help 
every State to keep up the economic 
momentum. It will reinforce the inter-
national trade that is so essential to 
our economic success and help stave off 
further trade disruptions. I urge all of 
our colleagues to join me in voting for 
these this week. 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Peter Joseph 
Phipps, of Pennsylvania, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Third Cir-
cuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois. 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COSTS 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I lis-

tened as the Republican leader came to 
the floor and announced the business of 
the Senate for this week. Highlighted 
in the business will be tax treaties—tax 
treaties with Spain, Switzerland, 
Japan, and Luxembourg. According to 
the Republican leader, these are crit-
ical to economic development in the 
United States. I don’t question their 
importance, but I will tell you that, 
routinely, these are done by voice vote. 
We don’t spend the time of the Senate 
to come to the floor and talk about our 
relationship with Luxembourg. 

When you look at the issues that 
most American families expect us to 
address, I would say the tax treaty 
with Luxembourg would be low on the 
list. What might be high on the list and 
should be considered in the Senate this 
week is the No. 1 concern of families 
across America—Democrats and Re-
publicans. The highest concern and the 
No. 1 issue when asked about the econ-
omy of the United States is the cost of 
prescription drugs. 

The United States Senate has the au-
thority to do something about the cost 
of prescription drugs. We will not be 
doing it this week. We will be dealing 
with a tax treaty with Luxembourg. 

What kind of issues, when it comes to 
the cost of prescription drugs, might be 
important? Let’s start with one that I 
have started focusing on back home. 

Did you know that there are 30 mil-
lion Americans who suffer from diabe-
tes, type 1 and type 2 diabetes? Did you 
know that 7.5 million Americans use 
insulin every single day to stay alive? 
Four of them were in my office last 
week from Illinois. They were between 
the ages of 10 and 17. Talk about amaz-
ing young people. Three young women 
and a young boy talked about their 
lives and what had happened to them 
since it was discovered that they had 
juvenile diabetes. 
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