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North Carolina’s Fifth District being 
detained at our southern border every 2 
weeks. 

Our Border Patrol officers, aid work-
ers, and National Guard units have 
been overwhelmed performing the vital 
and often thankless work upholding 
the rule of law to keep our country 
safe. They deserve the support of this 
body, and so do those who have legiti-
mate asylum petitions and humani-
tarian needs. 

As we know, many in this recent mi-
grant influx include women with chil-
dren who want the life of opportunity 
that this country and our freedoms af-
ford. Caring for children and families 
at our southern border need not be a 
partisan issue. 

Last month, House Republicans de-
livered $4.6 billion to help manage the 
humanitarian crisis and strengthen 
border security. While this funding is 
necessary to address the border crisis, 
more needs to be done to modify the 
law and streamline asylum regulations. 

Rather than pivot to political pan-
dering and policy extremes like open 
borders, we need to recognize the com-
plex failures of our current system and 
address them head-on. That is why I 
am proud to cosponsor the Fix the Im-
migration Loopholes Act. This bill up-
dates immigration law to efficiently 
process real asylum claims and safely 
return children to their countries of or-
igin. It is past time that we debate it 
on the House floor. 

I call on Speaker PELOSI to continue 
our progress addressing the border cri-
sis by bringing up bipartisan legisla-
tion for comprehensive immigration 
reform. The immigration crisis our 
country is facing has strained our 
country’s border security and customs 
enforcement protections to the break-
ing point. Letting this crisis continue 
is not an option. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
‘‘APOLLO 11’’ MOON LANDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
as chairwoman of the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology, it is 
an honor to stand before you today to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of Apollo 
11. 

On the morning of July 16, 1969, Neil 
Armstrong, Michael Collins, and Buzz 
Aldrin lifted off from NASA’s Cape 
Kennedy. That day, millions watched 
in awe as NASA launched Apollo 11’s 
Saturn V rocket and began the long 
journey to accomplish the goals set by 
President Kennedy less than 10 years 
earlier to land a man on the Moon be-
fore the end of the decade. 

As President Kennedy said in his 
speech at Rice University in September 
1962: ‘‘We choose to go to the Moon in 
this decade and do the other things, 
not because they are easy, but because 
they are hard.’’ 

There is no better explanation that 
captures the American spirit. We 

choose to take giant leaps. We choose 
to know the unknown. We choose to 
lead into the future. 

On July 20, 1960, just 4 days after the 
launch, the world listened and watched 
as the first steps were taken on the 
Moon. Again, hundreds of millions of 
people across the world watched as his-
tory was made. 

Five times more, NASA astronauts 
landed on the Moon and returned home 
safely. President Kennedy’s promise 
that our great democracy could 
achieve these hard things became a re-
ality. 

As we watched those things in July 
50 years ago, dreams began to form. 
Every person watching the success of 
the Apollo program, young and old, no 
matter their background, was filled 
with inspiration. 

Some youngsters could say to them-
selves, ‘‘I will be an astronaut,’’ or, ‘‘I 
will be a scientist.’’ As they looked up 
to the Moon, they pictured themselves 
up there amongst those American he-
roes an unimaginable distance away. 

This impact has its greatest effect on 
our young people. We must always re-
member that inspiration when we set 
out to accomplish our greatest goals, 
the youth inspiration. The world’s ris-
ing generations are watching, always 
setting their eyes on the sky and the 
stars. Young girls and young boys from 
all backgrounds thrive off the visions 
that we have now and imagine them-
selves becoming a part of it when they 
can. 

We must meet this great responsi-
bility to the following generations by 
providing opportunities for them to do 
great things with the challenge we face 
today. As my predecessor, chairman of 
the then-Committee of Science and As-
tronautics, Congressman George P. 
Miller said after the Apollo 11 crew 
splashed down safely in the Pacific 
Ocean: 

Those of us who are privileged to live 
today will pass this on to our children and 
our grandchildren, and they will, in turn, 
brag about the fact that we were there. The 
flight of Apollo 11 is perhaps the greatest 
secular achievement that the world has ever 
seen. 

This achievement was made possible 
by the unified efforts of nearly a half 
million men and women, scientists and 
engineers, technicians and craftsmen, 
and the support of the American people 
and their government. The United 
States discovery and exploration enter-
prise is unmatched. 

Just as we once set our sights to be 
the first to land on the Moon, let us 
bring that same sense of commitment 
to meeting other challenges facing our 
Nation. 
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FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, this week America celebrates the 
50th anniversary of one of mankind’s— 

and America’s—greatest achievements: 
walking on the surface of the Moon. 

Although then only a child, I well re-
member the earth shake and the dishes 
in our kitchen cabinets rattle as the 
Saturn V engines were tested nearby. 
Even now, 50 years after the Moon 
landing, I get chills remembering when 
Apollo astronauts landed and later 
planted the American flag on the 
Moon’s surface. 

It was American ingenuity, boldness, 
technical prowess, and economic might 
that made this historic achievement 
possible. 

I am proud to say the legacy of the 
Apollo 11 Moon landing lives on in the 
Tennessee Valley of Alabama that I 
represent. Some history is in order: 

The Tennessee Valley’s Marshall 
Space Flight Center is the birthplace 
of America’s space program. Americans 
generally, and Alabamians in par-
ticular, designed and engineered the 
Saturn V rocket that launched the his-
toric Apollo 11 and took American as-
tronauts to the Moon. 

I will never forget the flames and the 
roar as our Saturn V rocket was 
launched and carried the Apollo 11 crew 
in vehicles to the Moon. I remember 
with tremendous pride Neil Arm-
strong’s words as he set foot on the 
Moon: ‘‘That’s one small step for man, 
one giant leap for mankind.’’ 

That giant leap meant to benefit all 
mankind is a prime example of Amer-
ican exceptionalism and helped cement 
America’s status as the best, most 
powerful and most influential nation in 
world history. 

When Neil Armstrong and Buzz 
Aldrin planted America’s flag on the 
Moon surface on July 20, 1969, there 
was no doubt that America’s space pro-
gram had passed the Russians and be-
come the preeminent leader in space 
exploration, a position America main-
tains today. 

This week, America not only reflects 
on the miraculous achievements of the 
Apollo 11 mission, but we also honor 
those who played a critical role in its 
ultimate success. The Tennessee Valley 
is immensely proud of our pivotal role 
in landing a man on the Moon and, 
equally importantly, returning them 
alive to Earth. 

Reflecting our pride in America’s 
achievement, there are two—that is, 
two—Saturn V rockets displayed at the 
United States Space and Rocket Center 
in Huntsville, Alabama. 
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These Saturn V displays help inspire 
the next generation to reach for the 
stars and achieve what now may be 
thought impossible. 

While it is important to remember 
the historic achievements of the Apollo 
missions, it is also important to honor 
those who sacrificed their lives in the 
effort to achieve American greatness. 

In that vein, Huntsville has named 
schools after Apollo Command Pilot 
Virgil ‘‘Gus’’ Grissom, Senior Pilot Ed 
White, and Pilot Roger Chaffee, each of 
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