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providers and dangerous—possibly even 
deadly—to patients. 

What is worse is that it is not just re-
productive care. This administration is 
using stacked courts to dismantle the 
healthcare system that gives coverage 
to millions of Americans, including 
60,000 individuals in my district, with-
out even the vaguest plan to replace it. 

My colleagues and I are working 
every day to lower the cost of prescrip-
tion drugs and to ensure that we have 
a healthcare system that works for ev-
eryone, while this administration tries 
to rip coverage way. As Members of 
Congress, we owe it to our commu-
nities to fight back against these 
rollbacks at every step, and we will. 

f 

HOLLAND VIRTUAL TECH HIGH 
SCHOOL PROGRAM 

(Mr. HUIZENGA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Holland Virtual 
Tech High School. 

This program was brought to my at-
tention by a gentleman named Louis, 
who talked about it and the positive 
impact it had on his family during one 
of my telephone townhalls recently. 
Since 2015, the program has served as 
an alternative credit recovery school 
on the campus of Holland High School 
in Holland, Michigan. 

The fully accredited program offers a 
unique online learning environment de-
signed for students who struggle in a 
traditional classroom setting or have 
fallen behind in their schoolwork due 
to unforeseen circumstances. Together, 
teachers, guidance counselors, and sup-
port staff at the school work with the 
students to develop an individualized 
graduation plan. 

Through these efforts, nearly 400 stu-
dents have graduated from the pro-
gram. That represents countless lives 
positively impacted, even more doors 
opened, and endless opportunities cre-
ated for these young men and women. 

Upon completion of the program, stu-
dents receive a Holland Public Schools 
diploma that meets all requirements of 
the Michigan Merit Curriculum. The 
program has played an integral part in 
increasing the overall Holland High 
School graduation rate by 5 percentage 
points over the last 2 years. 

Students who graduate are equipped 
with the skills to successfully transi-
tion into their postsecondary lives, 
whether that be continued education, 
apprenticeships, or directly into the 
job market. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank everyone who is 
involved with Holland Virtual Tech 
High School. Keep up the great work. 
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REMEMBERING THE PORT 
CHICAGO 50 

(Mr. DESAULNIER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, on 
this day in 1944, at 10:18 p.m., a cargo 
vessel exploded at the Port Chicago 
Naval Magazine located in my district 
in California, resulting in the deadliest 
home-front disaster of World War II. 

All of the men loading ammunition 
at the site that day were African 
American. When the surviving sailors, 
understandably, hesitated to return to 
those unsafe conditions of loading, 50 
were discriminately convicted of mu-
tiny. 

Congress and the administration 
have repeatedly recognized the injus-
tice these men suffered. Congress di-
rected the creation of a memorial, the 
executive branch pardoned one of the 
50, and the then-Secretary of the Navy 
said he strongly supported executive 
action in favor of the Port Chicago 50. 

To commemorate this anniversary, 
the House of Representatives passed, 
just this week, our measure that di-
rects the Secretary of the Navy to fi-
nally exonerate the Port Chicago 50. 

On the 75th anniversary today of the 
explosion, let us remember the words 
of Thurgood Marshall when he traveled 
to San Francisco to defend these inno-
cent men. The future first African 
American Supreme Court Justice said: 

What is at stake here is more than the 
rights of the Port Chicago 50. It is the moral 
commitment stated in our Nation’s creed. 

f 

HONORING H. ROSS PEROT 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, back home in Texas, 1,500 people 
gathered at the Highland Park United 
Methodist Church on the campus of 
SMU to honor the life and legacy of H. 
Ross Perot. 

We lost Mr. Perot just a little over a 
week ago, at the age of 89. Mr. Perot 
had an outsized influence on our State 
and, indeed, our Nation. 

Mr. Perot was remembered by his 
children in very touching tributes. 

Mr. Perot’s accomplishments were 
too numerous to go into in the space of 
a 1-minute talk, but I did want to ac-
knowledge all of the work that he did 
on behalf of the United States pris-
oners of war and, certainly, his efforts 
to elucidate the cause and, yes, some 
treatment for what was then known as 
Gulf War Syndrome. 

Mr. Perot was a driving force in that, 
and he should be remembered for all of 
the efforts that he put forward for our 
Nation’s servicemembers. 

f 

FREE TRADE AMONG FREE 
PEOPLE 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ica’s economic history is rooted in the 

exploitation of labor. It is a lesson 
worth remembering, but its history is 
not one of yesteryears alone. 

Our existing trade deals impose an 
economic model built on cheap labor, 
where profits matter more than people. 
This system undermines the rule of law 
with a global race to the bottom. 

Trade is not just about goods. It is 
about people. It is about communities. 
It is about workers. 

In the agriculture sector alone, one 
can argue that our continent has gone 
from slavery to serfdom. That is why, 
today, I am introducing the Inde-
pendent Labor Secretariat for Fair 
Trade Deals Act. 

We need a trade model that respects 
workers and holds employers and work-
ers accountable, with strong mecha-
nisms for labor enforcement. 

My bill would establish an inde-
pendent labor secretariat to monitor 
and enforce transnational labor issues, 
with a wages and standards working 
group with expert wage panels to study 
the impacts on wages, benefits, labor 
rights, working conditions, and in-
equality. 

The bill also requires that any trade 
agreement eligible for expedited con-
sideration include enforceable labor 
standards and protections. 

Mr. Speaker, let us dignify the work-
ers who sustain us. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 582, RAISE THE WAGE ACT 

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 492 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 492 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 582) to provide for in-
creases in the Federal minimum wage, and 
for other purposes. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived. 
The amendment in the nature of a substitute 
recommended by the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor now printed in the bill, 
modified by the amendment printed in part 
A of the report of the Committee on Rules 
accompanying this resolution, shall be con-
sidered as adopted. The bill, as amended, 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against provisions in the bill, as 
amended, are waived. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as 
amended, and on any further amendment 
thereto, to final passage without intervening 
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally 
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Education and Labor; (2) the further amend-
ment printed in part B of the report of the 
Committee on Rules, if offered by the Mem-
ber designated in the report, which shall be 
in order without intervention of any point of 
order, shall be considered as read, shall be 
separately debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent, and shall not 
be subject to a demand for division of the 
question; and (3) one motion to recommit 
with or without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York is recognized 
for 1 hour. 
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