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which were taken down for failing to
meet its ‘‘editorial standards’—quite
literally, fake news.

What is perhaps most disappointing
to me is that 2% years into the Trump
administration, none of this is particu-
larly new. We have had Trump diplo-
matic appointments call for putting
political opponents in prison, such as
Kyle McCarter, President Trump’s Am-
bassador to Kenya, who tweeted on
election night of 2016: ‘‘Hillary for pris-
on. No, really!”

We have had Trump diplomatic ap-
pointments, already at their posts,
make totally inappropriate and inflam-
matory forays into American politics,
which is taboo for the Foreign Service,
such as in June of this year, when
Carla Sands, President Trump’s Am-
bassador to Denmark, appeared to ac-
cuse former President Obama of an
“attempted coup d’etat in America’”—
the U.S. Ambassador in Denmark, June
of 2019.

And we have had Trump diplomatic
appointments embarrass the country
by making false claims and then fail-
ing to take responsibility for them.

Pete Hoekstra, appointed by Presi-
dent Trump as Ambassador to the
Netherlands, has claimed that there
were ‘‘no-go zones” too dangerous to
enter due to Muslim migration. When
asked about these statements, Ambas-
sador Hoekstra claimed they were
“‘fake news’ until he was confronted
with footage of his own words.

This is not normal. We cannot grow
accustomed to this kind of disgraceful
behavior. We cannot look at the poor
behavior of already-confirmed nomi-
nees and conclude that we should lower
our standards when it comes to Ms.
Blanchard’s nomination.

This is the U.S. Senate—supposedly,
the world’s greatest deliberative body.
We should examine the fitness and
qualifications of every single indi-
vidual nominated to be the face of
America in nations across the world.
We should expect our Ambassadors to
represent the United States with dig-
nity, respect, and sound judgment, and
we should remember that America’s
role as a leader of nations rests on our
moral standards and greatest values.

Something is wrong if we willingly
confirm people to these positions who
repeatedly spread fake news, baseless
slander, and the most despicable of
conspiracy mongering.

For these reasons, I will be opposing
the nomination of Lynda Blanchard
and urge my colleagues to do the same.

I yield the floor.

————
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PERDUE). Pursuant to rule XXII, the
Chair lays before the Senate the pend-
ing cloture motion, which the clerk
will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
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Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Clifton L. Corker, of Tennessee, to
be United States District Judge for the East-
ern District of Tennessee.
Mitch McConnell, Roger F. Wicker, Pat
Roberts, Chuck Grassley, John Cornyn,
Tom Cotton, David Perdue, Ron John-
son, Joni Ernst, Mike Braun, Martha
McSally, John Boozman, Richard Burr,
Lindsey Graham, Shelley Moore Cap-
ito, Johnny Isakson, Thom Tillis.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Clifton L. Corker, of Tennessee, to
be United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Tennessee, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
the Senator from California (Ms. HAR-
RIS), and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55,
nays 41, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 213 Ex.]

YEAS—55
Alexander Gardner Portman
Barrasso Graham Risch
Blackburn Grassley Roberts
Blunt Hawley Romney
Boozman Hoeven Rounds
Braun Hyde-Smith Rubio
Burr Inhofe Sasse
Capito Johnson Scott (FL)
Cassidy Jones Scott (SC)
Collins Kennedy Shelby
Cornyn Lankford X
Cotton Lee S1nema
Cramer Manchin Sullivan
Crapo McConnell Thune
Cruz McSally Tillis
Daines Moran Toomey
Enzi Murkowski Wicker
Ernst Paul Young
Fischer Perdue
NAYS—41

Baldwin Hassan Rosen
Blumenthal Heinrich Schatz
Booker Hirono Schumer
Brown Kaine Shaheen
Cantwell King Smith
Cardin Klobuchar Stabenow
Carper Leahy Tester
Casey Markey Udall
Coons Menendez
Cortez Masto Merkley Van Hollen

Warner
Duckworth Murphy
Durbin Murray Wal}’ren
Feinstein Peters Whitehouse
Gillibrand Reed Wyden

NOT VOTING—4

Bennet Isakson
Harris Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 55, the nays are 41.
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Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Lynda Blanchard, of Alabama, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Slovenia.

Mitch McConnell, Ron Johnson, Steve
Daines, John Kennedy, James E. Risch,
Roy Blunt, Thom Tillis, Cory Gardner,
Johnny Isakson, Pat Roberts, John
Thune, John Hoeven, Tim Scott, Mike
Crapo, John Cornyn, John Barrasso,
Bill Cassidy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Lynda Blanchard, of Alabama, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Slovenia,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk called
the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
the Senator from California (Ms. HAR-
RIS), and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-

The motion is agreed to.
———
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the

siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55,

nays 41, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 214 Ex.]

YEAS—55
Alexander Gardner Portman
Barrasso Graham Risch
Blackburn Grassley Roberts
Blunt Hawley Romney
Boozman Hoeven . Rounds
Braun Hyde-Smith Rubio
Burr Inhofe Sasse
Capito Johnson Scott (FL)
Cassidy Jones Scott (SC)
Collins Kennedy Shelby
Cornyn Lankford .
Cotton Lee Smema
Cramer McConnell Sullivan
Crapo McSally Thune
Cruz Moran Tillis
Daines Murkowski Toomey
Enzi Murphy Wicker
Ernst Paul Young
Fischer Perdue
NAYS—41

Baldwin Hassan Rosen
Blumenthal Heinrich Schatz
Booker Hirono Schumer
Brown Kaine Shaheen
Cantwell King Smith
Cardin Klobuchar Stabenow

y Udall
Coons Markey
Cortez Masto Menendez %zr;n}:gllen
Duckworth Merkley
Durbin Murray Wal'"ren
Feinstein Peters Whitehouse
Gillibrand Reed Wyden
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