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such as children, the elderly, and individuals
with pre-existing disabilities and health con-
ditions;

Whereas individuals and families on the
frontlines of climate change across the
United States, including territories, living
with income inequality and poverty, institu-
tional racism, inequity on the basis of gen-
der and sexual orientation, poor infrastruc-
ture, and lack of access to health care, hous-
ing, clean water, and food security are often
in close ©proximity to environmental
stressors or sources of pollution, particularly
communities of color, indigenous commu-
nities, and low-income communities, which—

(1) experience outsized risk because of the
close proximity of the community to envi-
ronmental hazards and stressors, in addition
to colocation with waste and other sources
of pollution;

(2) are often the first exposed to the im-
pacts of climate change; and

(3) have the fewest resources to mitigate
those impacts or to relocate, which will ex-
acerbate preexisting challenges;

Whereas, according to Dr. Robert Bullard
and Dr. Beverly Wright, ‘‘environmental and
public health threats from mnatural and
human-made disasters are not randomly dis-
tributed,” therefore a response to the cli-
mate emergency necessitates the adoption of
just community transition policies and proc-
esses available to all communities, which in-
clude policies and processes rooted in prin-
ciples of racial and socio-economic equity,
self-determination, and democracy, as well
as the fundamental human right of all people
to clean air and water, healthy food, health
care, adequate land, education, and shelter;

Whereas climate change holds grave and
immediate consequences not just for the
population of the United States, including
territories, but for communities across the
world, particularly those communities in the
Global South on the frontlines of the climate
crisis, which are at risk of forced displace-
ment;

Whereas communities in rural, urban, and
suburban areas are all dramatically affected
by climate change, though the specific eco-
nomic, health, social, and environmental im-
pacts may be different;

Whereas the United States Department of
State, Department of Defense, and intel-
ligence community have identified climate
change as a threat to national security, and
the Department of Homeland Security views
climate change as a top homeland security
risk;

Whereas climate change is a threat multi-
plier—

(1) with the potential to exacerbate many
of the challenges the United States already
confronts, including conflicts over scarce re-
sources, conditions conducive to violent ex-
tremism, and the spread of infectious dis-
eases; and

(2) because climate change has the poten-
tial to produce new, unforeseeable challenges
in the future;

Whereas, in 2018, the United Nations Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change pro-
jected that the Earth could warm 1.5 degrees
Celsius above preindustrial levels as early as
2030;

Whereas the climatic changes resulting
from global warming above 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius above preindustrial levels, including
changes resulting from global warming of
more than 2 degrees Celsius above
preindustrial levels, are projected to result
in irreversible, catastrophic changes to pub-
lic health, livelihoods, quality of life, food
security, water supplies, human security,
and economic growth;

Whereas, in 2019, the United Nations Inter-
governmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services found
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that human-induced climate change is push-
ing the planet toward the sixth mass species
extinction, which threatens the food secu-
rity, water supply, and well-being of billions
of people;

Whereas, according to climate scientists,
limiting warming to no more than 1.5 de-
grees Celsius above preindustrial levels, and
likely lower, is most likely to avoid irrevers-
ible and catastrophic climate change;

Whereas, even with global warming up to
1.5 degrees Celsius above preindustrial levels,
the planet is projected to experience—

(1) a significant rise in sea levels;

(2) extraordinary loss of biodiversity; and

(3) intensifying droughts, prodigious
floods, devastating wildfires, and other ex-
treme weather events;

Whereas, according to climate scientists,
addressing the climate emergency will re-
quire an economically just and managed
phase-out oil, gas, and coal to keep fossil
fuels in the ground;

Whereas the United Nations Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change has deter-
mined that limiting warming through emis-
sions reduction and carbon sequestration
will require rapid, and immediate, accelera-
tion and proliferation of ‘‘far-reaching,
multilevel, and cross-sectoral climate miti-
gation’” and ‘‘transitions in energy, land,
urban and rural infrastructure (including
transport and buildings), and industrial sys-
tems’’;

Whereas, in the United States, massive,
comprehensive, and urgent governmental ac-
tion is required immediately to achieve the
transitions of those systems in response to
the severe existing and projected economic,
social, public health, and national security
threats posed by the climate crisis;

Whereas the massive scope and scale of ac-
tion necessary to stabilize the climate will
require unprecedented levels of public aware-
ness, engagement, and deliberation to de-
velop and implement effective, just, and eq-
uitable policies to address the climate crisis;

Whereas failure to mobilize to solve the
climate emergency is antithetical to the
spirit of the Declaration of Independence in
protecting ‘‘unalienable Rights’’ that include
“‘Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness’’;

Whereas the United States has a proud his-
tory of collaborative, constructive, massive-
scale Federal mobilizations of resources and
labor in order to solve great challenges, such
as the Interstate Highway System, the Apol-
lo 11 Moon landing, Reconstruction, the New
Deal, and World War II;

Whereas the United States stands uniquely
poised to substantially grow the economy
and attain social and health benefits from a
massive mobilization of resources and labor
that far outweigh the costs of inaction;

Whereas millions of middle class jobs can
be created by raising labor standards
through project labor agreements and pro-
tecting and expanding the right of workers
to organize so that workers in the United
States and the communities of those workers
are guaranteed a strong, viable economic fu-
ture in a zero-emissions economy that guar-
antees good jobs at fair union wages, with
quality benefits;

Whereas frontline communities, Tribal
governments and communities, people of
color, and labor unions must be equitably
and actively engaged in the climate mobili-
zation and prioritized through local climate
mitigation and adaptation planning, policy,
and program delivery so that workers in the
United States, the communities of those
workers, are guaranteed a strong, viable eco-
nomic future;

Whereas a number of local jurisdictions
and governments in the United States, in-
cluding New York City and Los Angeles, and
across the world, including the United King-
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dom, the Republic of Ireland, Portugal, and
Canada, have already declared a climate
emergency, and a number of State and local
governments are considering declaring a cli-
mate emergency in response to the massive
challenges posed by the climate crisis;

Whereas State, local, and Tribal govern-
ments must be supported in efforts to hold to
account actors whose activities have deep-
ened and accelerated the climate crisis and
who have benefitted from delayed action to
address the climate change emergency and
to develop a fossil fuel-free economy;

Whereas a collaborative response to the
climate crisis will require the Federal Gov-
ernment to work with international, State,
and local governments, including with those
governments that have declared a climate
emergency, to reverse the impacts of the cli-
mate crisis; and

Whereas the United States has an obliga-
tion, as a driver of accelerated climate
change, to mobilize at emergency speed to
restore a safe climate and environment not
just for communities of the United States,
including territories, but for communities
across the world, particularly those on the
frontlines of the climate crisis who have
least contributed to the crisis, and to ac-
count for global and community impacts of
any actions it takes in response to the cli-
mate crisis: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense
of Congress that—

(1) the global warming caused by human
activities, which increase emissions of green-
house gases, has resulted in a climate emer-
gency that—

(A) severely and urgently impacts the eco-
nomic and social well-being, health and safe-
ty, and national security of the United
States; and

(B) demands a national, social, industrial,
and economic mobilization of the resources
and labor of the United States at a massive-
scale to halt, reverse, mitigate, and prepare
for the consequences of the climate emer-
gency and to restore the climate for future
generations; and

(2) nothing in this concurrent resolution
constitutes a declaration of a national emer-
gency for purposes of any Act of Congress
authorizing the exercise, during the period of
a national emergency or other type of de-
clared emergency, of any special or extraor-
dinary power.

——————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have 9
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, July 17, 2019, at
10:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, July 17, 2019, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, July
17, 2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing on the following nominations:
Michelle A. Bekkering, of the District
of Columbia, to be an Assistant Admin-
istrator of the United States Agency
for International Development, and
Richard K. Bell, of Pennsylvania, to be
Ambassador to the Republic of Cote
d’Ivoire, Jessica E. Lapenn, of New
York, to be Representative of the
United States of America to the Afri-
can Union, with the rank and status of
Ambassador, Mary Beth Leonard, of
Massachusetts, to be Ambassador to
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, and
Lana J. Marks, of Florida, to be Am-
bassador to the Republic of South Afri-
ca, all of the Department of State.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, July 16, 2019, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, July 17,
2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, July 17,
2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing
following nominations: Halil Suleyman
Ozerden, of Mississippi, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Fifth Cir-
cuit, David B. Barlow, to be United
States District Judge for the District
of Utah, John Fitzgerald Kness, to be
United States District Judge for the
Northern District of Illinois, and Eleni
Maria Roumel, of Maryland, to be a
Judge of the United States Court of
Federal Claims.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, July 17,
2019, at 2 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC POLICY
The Subcommittee on Economic Pol-
icy of the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, July 17, 2019, at
9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON REGULATORY AFFAIRS AND
FEDERAL MANAGEMENT
The Subcommittee on Regulatory Af-
fairs and Federal Management of the
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, July 17, 2019, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Abigail
Brown, an intern in my office, be
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granted floor privileges through Au-
gust 2, 2019.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

DEFENDING THE INTEGRITY OF
VOTING SYSTEMS ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 95, S. 1321.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1321) to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit interference with
voting systems under the Computer Fraud
and Abuse Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on the Judiciary.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1321) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 1321

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Defending
the Integrity of Voting Systems Act”’.

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON INTERFERENCE WITH
VOTING SYSTEMS.

Section 1030(e) of title 18, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘or’’
at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by adding ‘‘or” at
the end; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(C) that—

‘(i) is part of a voting system; and

“(ii)(T) is used for the management, sup-
port, or administration of a Federal election;
or

‘“(II) has moved in or otherwise affects
interstate or foreign commerce;’’;

(2) in paragraph (11), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(3) in paragraph (12), by striking the period
and inserting a semicolon; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

‘/(13) the term ‘Federal election’ means any
election (as defined in section 301(1) of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 (52
U.S.C. 30101(1))) for Federal office (as defined
in section 301(3) of the Federal Election Cam-
paign Act of 1971 (52 U.S.C. 30101(3))); and

‘“(14) the term ‘voting system’ has the
meaning given the term in section 301(b) of
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (562 U.S.C.
21081(b)).”.

RESTORE THE HARMONY WAY
BRIDGE ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
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ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 120, S. 1833.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 1833) to transfer a bridge over the
Wabash River to the New Harmony River
Bridge Authority and the New Harmony and
Wabash River Bridge Authority, and for
other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Environment and Public Works.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be read a third
time and passed and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1833) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 1833

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Restore the
Harmony Way Bridge Act”’.

SEC. 2. TRANSFER OF BRIDGE AND LAND.

Notwithstanding any provision of the Act
of April 12, 1941 (565 Stat. 140, chapter 71), not
later than 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the White County Bridge
Commission shall convey, without consider-
ation, to the New Harmony River Bridge Au-
thority and the New Harmony and Wabash
River Bridge Authority, any and all right,
title, and interest of the Commission in and
to the bridge across the Wabash River at or
near New Harmony, Indiana, the approaches
to the bridge, and the land underneath or ad-
jacent to the bridge and the approaches to
the bridge.

SEC. 3. REPEAL.

The Act of April 12, 1941 (55 Stat. 140, chap-
ter 71), is repealed effective on the date that
the White County Bridge Commission com-
pletes the conveyance described in section 2.

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JULY 18,
2019

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m., Thursday, July
18; further, that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, morning business
be closed, and the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Corker nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-

fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
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