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dedicated citizens. On behalf of my constitu-
ents, I wish Petoskey Plastics all the best in 
its future endeavors. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CAPTAIN ANDY 
FEINBERG ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 18, 2019 

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Captain Andy Feinberg on his 
distinguished retirement from the U.S. Navy. 

Captain Feinberg recently completed 30 
years of honorable service to the U.S. Navy. 
Throughout his military career, he has earned 
many awards and held many titles, too many 
to list here, but here are a few that set him 
apart. Captain Feinberg was awarded a De-
fense Superior Service Medal, Meritorious 
Service Medals (4 awards), the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps Commendation Medal (4 awards), 
the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement 
Medal, and various unit awards. His life-long 
service to our great nation has helped keep 
America safe and free, and we thank him. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, I again want to thank 
Captain Andy Feinberg for his dedicated serv-
ice to our great country. This former Navy pilot 
and all of America wish him fair winds and fol-
lowing seas in his retirement. Not for self but 
country (Non Sibi Sed Patriae). 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE ONE HUN-
DRED SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ALLEGANY COUN-
TY FAIR 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 18, 2019 

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the one hundred seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the Allegany County Fair. 

We are proud of our farmers in Allegany 
County and the hard work they do. The Alle-
gany County Fair is a celebration of that hard 
work and an opportunity for friends and neigh-
bors to come together to join in the festivities. 

The very first Allegany County Fair was held 
on October 4, 1844. In its humble beginnings, 
the first exhibits were limited to livestock, 
crops, canned goods, and sewing crafts. Until 
1855 all exhibits were displayed under one 
tent. Over time, the fair has grown at a steady 
rate, acquiring land and building facilities for 
the fairgrounds. Not even a natural disaster 
could stand in the way of the fair’s success. In 
the late 1880’s a cyclone destroyed and dam-
aged multiple fairground buildings, but the fair 
continued on, re-constructing what was broken 
and adding new amenities to the growing at-
traction. As the Fair has grown in size, it has 
also grown in popularity, making it a vital part 
of our communities and their economies. 

Every year the Allegany County Fair is dedi-
cated to someone who goes above and be-
yond to ensure the success of the fair. This 

year the fair is recognizing all the volunteers, 
past and present, who have made the fair a 
success. Many volunteers involved with the 
fair use their vacation days to make sure the 
fair is ready each year. That is why the one 
hundred seventy-fifth Allegany County Fair is 
dedicated to ‘‘the face in the mirror’’. 

One hundred and seventy-five years of 
community tradition is certainly a cause for 
celebration. I congratulate the Allegany County 
Fair on this impressive milestone and look for-
ward to many more fairs in the years to come. 

Given the above, I ask that this Legislative 
Body pause in its deliberations and join me to 
celebrate the one hundred seventy-fifth anni-
versary of the Allegany County Fair. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF BILLY 
JACKSON THAMES, JR. 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 18, 2019 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate the life of Billy Jack-
son Thames, Jr., who passed away on Friday, 
July 12th at the age of 66. 

Jack, a lifelong resident of Newton, Mis-
sissippi, served six years in the National 
Guard Unit of Newton. He attended The Uni-
versity of Mississippi and later acquired his 
law degree from the Mississippi College of 
Law. Jack returned to Newton to open a pri-
vate law practice and later served as Assistant 
District Attorney until his retirement in 2017. 
Jack and his wife, Wanda, attended Newton 
United Methodist Church. 

Left to cherish his memory is his wife, 
Wanda Thames of Newton; his sons—Amos, 
Zachary, Samuel, and Benjamin; his brother 
Kirk Thames; and his grandchildren Knox 
Thames and Harper Thames, as well as many 
more extended family members. 

Jack’s life was one of service, grace, love 
for his family, and community. He will be 
greatly missed by all whom he encountered. 

f 

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT 
PAUL EUGENE CALKIN 

HON. ERIC A. ‘‘RICK’’ CRAWFORD 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 18, 2019 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to mourn the passing of Staff Sergeant 
Paul Eugene Calkin, a World War Two Army 
Air Corps veteran who passed away on June 
12 at the age of 95. 

Staff Sergeant Calkin flew with the 349th 
Bomb Squadron, 100th Bomb Group, 8th Air 
Force, and the 15th Air Force during the war, 
based at airfields in Italy and the United King-
dom. He fought in bombardments at Po Val-
ley, the Rhineland, Apennines, and the Battle 
of the Bulge. 

He was never hesitant to share the lessons 
he learned fighting for freedom with younger 
generations, even sharing how he was shot 
down during a visit with students from Valley 

View Junior High. After his plane ditched in 
the English Channel in February, Calkin wait-
ed in the freezing water for 40 minutes before 
he was rescued. 

In his time in the Army, Calkin was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal 
with four oak leaf clusters, the Good Conduct 
Medal, the European African Middle Eastern 
Campaign Medal with four bronze battle stars, 
the World War II Victory Medal, the American 
Campaign Medal, the American Defense 
Medal, and the RAF Gold Fish Medal. In 
2000, the Department of Defense awarded 
Calkin the Purple Heart for injuries he sus-
tained in combat half a century earlier, and in 
2013 the French Republic awarded him the 
French Legion of Honor for his role in liber-
ating France from tyranny. 

I invite Congress to join me in extending 
condolences to Paul Eugene Calkin’s family 
and recognizing his service to the United 
States and the world. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WILLIE 
STROUD 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 18, 2019 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to recognize Willie Stroud, Jr. Willie, a 
96-year old World War II Veteran, plans to at-
tend his Webb, Rowell, Fielder and Lockhart 
Family Reunion at the end of July. He was 
born in Auburn, Alabama, in 1922 to Will 
Stroud Sr. and Ida Mae Rowell Stroud. Willie 
was inducted in the U.S. Army in 1943 and 
served until 1946. While in the 25th Infantry, 
he was a truck driver and Rifle Specialist. He 
received the American Theater Service and 
the World War II Victory Medals. With an hon-
orable discharge, Willie, his siblings and his 
Mother migrated to Roseville, Michigan, and 
settled there after the Army. 

Willie worked as a truck driver for Roadway, 
making deliveries of freight throughout the 
United States and later worked in a steel mill 
in Detroit, Michigan. Later in life, he decided to 
become a business owner, buying a truck to 
become the beloved ‘‘Vegetable Man’’ in the 
blue truck on the east side of Detroit. He also 
owned and operated several fish markets on 
the eastside of Detroit and even has a secret 
batter for frying fish. 

Willie married several times and was 
blessed with several children: Arabelle (de-
ceased), Rodger (deceased), Roscoe, Lany, 
Brenda (deceased) and Deborah Stroud. He 
currently resides with his daughter in South-
field, Michigan. He enjoys church, traveling, 
shopping, spending time with family during his 
yearly birthday bash and attending the Family 
Reunions over the years. 

Willie plans to attend the family picnic and 
banquet at the Loachapoka Enrichment Cen-
ter, and church service at Mt Pelia Missionary 
Baptist Church in Camp Hill, Alabama. The 
Webb, Rowell, Fielder and Lockhart Family 
will also attend the Civil Rights Museum in 
Montgomery during the reunion at the end of 
the month. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing the life of Willie Stroud, Jr. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 18, 2019 

Mrs. TORRES of California. Madam Speak-
er, on July 12, 2019, my vote for Roll Call 
462, Turner of Ohio Part B Amendment No. 
386, was recorded incorrectly. I intended to 
vote NO on Roll Call No. 462, but I was re-
corded as voting AYE. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ONTONAGON 
COUNTY VETERANS ASSOCIATION 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 18, 2019 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my 
honor to recognize the Ontonagon County 
Veterans Association (OCVA) for over sixteen 
years of service to Veterans and their families. 
Through their dedicated service, exceptional 
leadership, and steadfast devotion to its com-
munity, the OCVA has become an indispen-
sable part of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. 

First formed in 2003, the OCVA represents 
all eight VFWs and American Legions in 
Ontonagon County. The organization was first 
brought together to provide full military honors 
at all military burials in the county—an en-
deavor that requires significant coordination 
and participation from local Veterans. Today, 
the OCVA Honor Guard leads dozens of bur-
ials for Ontonagon Veterans each year. The 
group also schedules and operates the DAV 
Van, taking Veterans from throughout the 
county to the VA Facility in Iron Mountain. 
This work is made even more difficult by the 
extreme geographic size and low population 
density of Ontonagon County. Despite these 
challenges, the OCVA consistently rises to the 
challenge in service of our local Veterans. 

In addition to their regular work, efforts from 
the OCVA were critical in returning LS2 Lowell 
Valley, a sailor on the USS Oklahoma killed 
during the attacks on Pearl Harbor, home for 
final burial in 2018. Its members are also high-
ly involved in community activities, churches, 
government, and local businesses. Day after 
day, the OCVA continues to set a positive ex-
ample of what can be achieved when the peo-
ple of a community work together for the com-
mon good. 

Madam Speaker, it’s my honor to recognize 
the Ontonagon County Veterans Association 
for decades of success and service to the Vet-
erans of the Upper Peninsula. Michiganders 
can take great pride in knowing the First Dis-
trict is home to such dedicated citizens. On 
behalf of my constituents, I wish the OCVA all 
the best in its future endeavors. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MR. HARRY WATKIN 

HON. DAVID ROUZER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 18, 2019 

Mr. ROUZER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and honor the life of the late Mr. 

Harry Watkins of Wrightsville Beach, North 
Carolina, who passed away late last year at 
the age of 72. 

Harry Watkins got his start in architecture 
after studying at North Carolina State Univer-
sity. After a 40-year-long career, Harry has left 
a lasting imprint on Wrightsville Beach, Bald 
Head Island, Figure 8 Island and many other 
surrounding communities where he designed 
many of the homes that still stand there today. 
He always held a special place in his heart for 
Bald Head Island. 

Harry also helped to grow Wrightsville 
Beach true to his vision: ‘‘The architect must 
understand the community, the environment, 
and especially the characteristics of the spe-
cific site,’’ Harry said of his design philosophy. 
He described his idea of what a good home 
can be as ‘‘a joy when things were going well, 
and a comfort when they were not.’’ 

Harry left a legacy of architectural vision 
and excellence that is visible in each and 
every community he touched. He is survived 
by his wife Vicki, his daughter Brooke, and an 
entire community of friends, neighbors and cli-
ents who are forever grateful for his love and 
influence in their life. 

Madam Speaker, Harry Watkins was a great 
American who has left an enduring and excep-
tional legacy for which we are all proud. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL LANE 
HARVEY ON HIS ELECTION AS 
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE 2019 IL-
LINOIS FUTURE FARMERS OF 
AMERICA 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 18, 2019 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Michael Lane Harvey on his election 
as vice president of the 2019 Illinois FFA. 

Mr. Lane’s background should serve him 
well in his new position. He served the past 
few years as his school’s FFA representative 
and more recently as president of Illinois FFA 
Section 23. In that post, he served the farming 
interests of thirteen area schools as a state of-
ficer. After being voted in by over 400 dele-
gates and over 5,000 members from across Il-
linois at the 91st Illinois FFA State Convention 
held in Springfield, Mr. Lane will be taking on 
even greater responsibilities as he represents 
over 20,000 FFA members and advisors. 

Madam Speaker, I congratulate Michael 
Lane Harvey on his election as vice president 
of the 2019 Illinois FFA. I have always en-
joyed working with our agricultural leaders, es-
pecially those in the blue jacket. I would like 
to extend my well wishes to Mr. Lane, the en-
tire State Officer Team, and all members of 
the Illinois FFA. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY SAINT PAUL’S STER-
LING CLUB 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 18, 2019 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the centennial anniversary of 

Saint Paul’s Sterling Club, the oldest African 
American men’s club in the nation. Founded at 
a time when racism and segregation were the 
norm, and African Americans could not access 
the same accommodations as white commu-
nity members, the Sterling Club provided a 
strong community to allow neighbors to come 
together and to host and celebrate visiting Af-
rican American dignitaries. 

On a bright and cold New Year’s Day in 
1918, men from Saint Paul’s Rondo neighbor-
hood chartered a bus to spread the word of a 
new club created for African Americans. The 
Sterling Club, and later the Women’s Auxiliary, 
would quickly become a cornerstone of the so-
cial and civic strength of Saint Paul’s African 
American community. During its first hundred 
years, the Sterling club has hosted countless 
events, balls and social gatherings. Above all, 
the organization’s principal purpose was ‘‘the 
proper entertainment of persons of note who 
may visit.’’ 

Officially incorporated on August 28, 1919, 
the Sterling Club was not a social club in the 
same vein as others, which typically only ca-
tered to community elites and the professional 
class. Among its ranks one could find, law-
yers, architects, government employees and 
decorated war veterans. Officers and mem-
bers also included railroad workers, janitors, 
meat packers, elevator operators and postal 
workers. Then as now, the egalitarian ethos 
speaks to the community-building and orga-
nizing principles of the Sterling Club. 

In 1900s Saint Paul, African American com-
munity members were eager to hear from 
leaders speaking about overcoming the adver-
sity and racism that was commonplace 
throughout our nation. To address this desire, 
the Sterling Club began hosting notable and 
national leaders including Booker T. Wash-
ington, William Monroe Trotter and W.E.B. Du 
Bois. The club remains actively focused on 
civic engagement and has hosted forums for 
generations of candidates seeking elected of-
fice in Saint Paul. The development of the 
Sterling Club Charitable Fund has also con-
tributed greatly to the community, sponsoring 
student scholarships and honoring volunteers 
who give back to our community. 

Despite being a men’s group, the longevity 
and success of the club would not have been 
possible without the women of the Auxiliary. 
Spouses of club members long played a sig-
nificant role in fundraising, planning and orga-
nizing. Without shrewd and savvy women of 
the Auxiliary scraping together enough fund-
ing, the club likely would not have been able 
to survive past the Great Depression and 
World War II to flourish in the post-war years. 

The Sterling Club has always relied on the 
collective experience and abilities of members 
to organize, resist, thrive and give back to the 
community. Founded in a time and place 
where the color of your skin could mean the 
difference between a comfortable life or a life 
at the margins, the Sterling Club stands tall as 
an example of how a community coming to-
gether can claim the American Dream in the 
face of adversity of prejudice and discrimina-
tion and forge a new and better future for ev-
eryone. Madam Speaker please join me in 
celebrating 100 years of Saint Paul Sterling 
Club. 
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