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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O Lord, our God, You soar on the
wings of the wind. May our lives de-
light You. As our lawmakers seek to
fulfill Your purposes, impart to them
Your wisdom. Lord, pursue and over-
take their enemies so that Your will
may be accomplished on Earth. Show
our Senators Your loving kindness, en-
abling them to serve You faithfully.
Sustain us all with Your love, for we
find our joy in You. Show mercy to the
merciful, purity to the pure, and jus-
tice to the upright.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH). Under the previous order,
the leadership time is reserved.

The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business for 1 minute.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
UNITED STATES-MEXICO-CANADA
TRADE AGREEMENT

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
with the record rainfalls and the nego-
tiations of Chinese tariffs going on, our

Senate

farmers are hurting, but we can give
them some certainty by passing the
U.S.-Mexico-Canada  Agreement on
trade.

In my home State, 86,500 Iowans in
farming depend upon agricultural ex-
ports to Canada and Mexico, adding
$10.3 billion to our State’s economy.
Manufacturing and services are also
going to have a big boom out of this
agreement being agreed to. Every third
row of Iowa soybeans are exported, and
this trade deal will ensure that these
farmers continue to have duty-free ac-
cess to our North American neighbors.

The U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement
also provides new export opportunities
for American dairy farmers, poultry,
and egg producers.

Let’s give a boost to our farmers and
all the jobs related to farming and in
cities and also give a boost to the en-
tire country, by passing the U.S.-Mex-
ico-Canada Agreement and do it very
soon.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

McCREARY COUNTY AND DEPUTY
SHERIFF DUSTIN WATKINS

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
first, this morning I would like to join
Kentuckians in McCreary County in
breathing a sigh of relief. Deputy Sher-
iff Dustin Watkins was responding to a
routine call on Tuesday evening when

he was shot and needed to be airlifted
to a hospital. Fortunately, we heard
yesterday afternoon that Deputy Wat-
kins is in stable condition. I under-
stand that last night he was able to sit
up for the first time—all good news.

With Sheriff Randy Waters, I wish to
extend sincere thanks to the doctors,
nurses, and hospital staff who are car-
ing for this brave Kentuckian and will
support his recovery. My best wishes
g0 out to Deputy Watkins, his family,
and his colleagues. We thank them for
their service to our Commonwealth as
we are reminded once again of the sac-
rifices they make every day to keep us
safe.

—————

TREATIES AND HOUSE
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
this week the Senate has attended to
one of this body’s unique responsibil-
ities relating to foreign affairs—the
ratification of treaties. We have rati-
fied bilateral tax agreements with four
trading partners: Spain, Switzerland,
Japan, and Luxembourg. Measures like
these bring clarity, certainty, and fair-
ness to international commerce. They
ensure U.S. citizens and businesses
have a level playing field without du-
plicative tax burdens, and they make
the United States a more inviting des-
tination for foreign investment.

These newly ratified treaties will
provide immediate and much needed
relief to employers in every corner of
our country. They will reinforce sup-
port for hundreds of thousands of jobs
including many in my home State of
Kentucky. This is a significant bipar-
tisan accomplishment.

Now, standing in stark contrast to
the Senate’s productive, bipartisan
week is what the Democratic House of
Representatives has chosen to
prioritize. We have seen plenty of par-
tisan theatrics and high drama for the
television cameras. We have seen the
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