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LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

HONORING TROY CHISUM

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on Au-
gust 10, Fulton County Sheriff Deputy
Troy Chisum should be turning 40
years old. He should be spending the
day watching his daughters play soft-
ball, or he should be playing football
with his friends and excitedly dis-
cussing the upcoming Minnesota Vi-
kings football season.

But, sadly, he won’t be doing these
things. Deputy Chisum was killed in
the line of duty on June 25. I want to
honor him today.

Deputy Chisum was answering a call
about a domestic disturbance in Avon,
IL.. He was 4 minutes closer than any
other deputy. When he arrived at the
scene, he saw the suspect on the porch.
As he moved back for safety, he was
shot in the back and killed. The sus-
pect barricaded himself in the house
for the next 19 hours before the stand-
off ended.

Deputy Chisum was the fifth law en-
forcement officer in America in an 8-
day period to be shot and killed while
on duty. Another police officer has
been shot and killed since then. Their
deaths are a heartbreaking reminder of
the dangers officers face every day.

Troy Chisum loved his community.
He always answered the call to help. He
worked as a paramedic with the Fulton
County EMA and as a firefighter with
Northern Tazewell County. He also was
a member of the West Central Illinois
Special Response Team and the Illinois
Law Enforcement Alarm System Weap-
on of Mass Destruction/Special Re-
sponse Team, Region Six. He had for-
merly worked for Lewistown Police De-
partment. He was a consummate public
servant.

His family was always his No. 1 pri-
ority. He loved any activity with his
wife Amanda and his time with his
three daughters. He helped inspire his
daughter Kyleigh to pursue a medical
career. He made his girls so proud.

Deputy Chisum’s wife Amanda, their
three daughters Kyleigh, Abigail, and
Gracie, his father, Phil Chisum, his
mother and stepfather, Debra and Mike
Wheeler and too many relatives, col-
leagues and friends to name; they were
all proud of Troy.

Deputy Chisum was one of the good
ones. His colleagues knew him as the
first one in every morning and the last
one out every night. His legacy and
sacrifice will be remembered.
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VERGENNES, VERMONT’S, ROLE IN THE
APOLLO 11 MOON LANDING

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, this week
America celebrates the fiftieth anni-
versary of a monumental achievement
for our country and all of humankind,
the Apollo 11 mission that landed the
first human beings on the Moon.

Like families across America and
across the world, our family gathered
in front of the television in our living
room that Sunday night of July 20,
1969, to watch this history unfold. I was
State’s attorney then, and we lived in
a duplex in Burlington.

Our 5-year-old son Kevin asked if he
could stay up late to watch, and of
course, Marcelle and I agreed. He
stretched out on the floor in his PJs.
He had nodded off by the time the im-
ages from the Moon started to come
across, and we roused our little fellow.

We knew this was a night we would
always remember.

The next day, I went to court for an
arraignment. Then I met with police
officers about several matters, and we
all had a hard time concentrating as
we excitedly discussed what we had
seen the night before.

As Neil Armstrong so famously said,
his one small step was a giant leap for
all of humanity.

As he and other astronauts often
noted, that leap was made possible not
just by his step, but by the small steps
of thousands of men and women across
America who participated in the space
program, including some from the town
of Vergennes, VT.

Today, 50 years ago, the Apollo 11
mission was hurtling toward the moon,
but getting to the Moon is not a mat-
ter of just pointing the nose of a craft
and igniting the powerful engines.
First, the command module had to
dock with the lunar expeditionary
module, then leave Earth’s orbit, then
navigate to get into lunar orbit, and
then return. Throughout the process,
Michael Collins needed to use the
craft’s engines, known as a burn, to ad-
just the heading.

But with no option to refuel, these
burns had to be precise and effective,
and any deviation from the planned
fuel usage had to be worked into future
plans. Otherwise, there would be no re-
turn for America’s heroes. This is
where Vergennes came in.

Vermont has a long tradition of
building precision tools and machinery,
and NASA turned to Simmonds Preci-
sion of Vergennes, VT, to ensure that
the Apollo 11 crew and Mission Control
knew exactly how much fuel they had.
The fuel probes and valves had to be as
nearly perfect as possible, and they had
to perform perfectly in varying levels
of microgravity. It was an immense
technological challenge, which the en-
gineers and workers in Vergennes met.

Fifty years later, the company is
still there. Now operating under the
name Collins Aerospace, they still
make fuel probes, along with other
aerospace technology that seems to be
able to do the impossible. When you
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enter the factory, along their wall of

history, the Apollo Program commands

a special place of pride. It is a reminder

of how the small steps taken by Ameri-

cans everywhere, when working to-
gether, can accomplish tremendous
leaps.

I ask unanimous consent that a re-
cent article about one of the engineers
from Vergennes, published by the Bur-
lington Free Press, be printed into the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Burlington Free Press, July 17,

2019]
VERMONT COMPANY PLAYED KEY ROLE IN
APOLLO MOON MISSION
(By Joel Banner Baird, Free Press Staff
Writer)

A FORMER ENGINEER WITH VERGENNES-BASED
SIMMONDS PRECISION DESCRIBES THE COM-
PANY’S ROLE IN THE APOLLO SPACE PROGRAM
Something clicked when Dominique St.

Pierre heard President John F. Kennedy de-

clare, in 1962, that the U.S. would land men

on the moon by the end of the decade.

“It was gutsy,” St. Pierre, now 74, remem-
bers.

JFK’s challenge prompted St. Pierre, then
an 18-year-old in St. Albans, to hone his en-
gineering skills at Vermont Technical Col-
lege, sign on with Simmonds Precision in
Vergennes in 1965 and help design and build
a fuel system for the Apollo moon mission.

Three years later, the first-ever astronauts
to orbit the moon were measuring their
craft’s precious propellant with Vermont-
made gauges, valves and meters.

His collaboration with more than 200 em-
ployees at Simmonds yielded a tool that per-
formed flawlessly throughout the Apollo pro-
gram, St. Pierre said.

A thrilling, disruptive American decade

Simmonds, subsequently bought by Good-
rich and then United Technologies, went on
to design and build fuel sensors for Boeing
and Airbus, among other customers. St.
Pierre stayed with the company until he re-
tired in 2019.

But the fast-paced years leading up to the
successful moon landing on July 20, 1969—
and Apollo 11 crew’s safe return—remain
vivid for St. Pierre.

The space program offered a welcome, up-
lifting message for Americans shocked by
the Chicago riots of 1968, as well as the assas-
sinations of Martin Luther King, Jr. and
Robert F. Kennedy in that year, St. Pierre
said.

‘We had a schedule to meet’

Engineers at NASA kept the Simmonds
crew very busy and focused, he added: “We
worked long, long days. Come hell or high
water, we had a schedule to meet.”

St. Pierre remembers the dust-free work-
place in Vergennes, bustling with techni-
cians in white smocks and surgical caps.

But, despite America’s global, cold-war ri-
valry with the Soviet Union that extended
into those countries’ space programs, there
was little secrecy at Simmonds—beyond the
safekeeping of papers that documented test
results, St. Pierre said.

Excitement built when NASA flew him to
Cape Kennedy (now Cape Canaveral), where
he joined hundreds of other engineers in fit-
ting together thousands of interconnected
pieces of a never-before assembled puzzle.

“To this day, 50 years later,” St. Pierre
said, ‘‘it’s still viewed as the greatest tech-
nological achievement of mankind.”

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)



July 18, 2019

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, un-
fortunately I was unable to attend the
rollcall vote on the nomination of Clif-
ton L. Corker to be a judge for the
Eastern District of Tennessee. Had I
been able to attend, I would have op-
posed his nomination.

Mr. President, unfortunately I was
unable to attend the rollcall vote on
the nomination of Lynda Blanchard to
be United States Ambassador to the
Republic of Slovenia. Had I been able
to attend, I would have opposed her
nomination.

Mr. President, unfortunately I was
unable to attend the rollcall vote on
the nomination of Donald R. Tapia to
be United States Ambassador to Ja-
maica. Had I been able to attend, I
would have opposed his nomination.e

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

——————

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I had expected to be able to vote on the
confirmations of Mr. Clifton Corker to
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Tennessee, Ms. Lynda Blan-
chard to be Ambassador to the Repub-
lic of Slovenia, and Mr. Donald R.
Tapia to be Ambassador to Jamaica.
Instead, I am in Nevada for a funeral.

On the question of the confirmation
of Mr. Clifton Corker to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern District of
Tennessee, I would have voted no.

On the question of the confirmation
of Ms. Lynda Blanchard to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Slovenia, I
would have voted no.

On the question of the confirmation
of Mr. Donald R. Tapia to be Ambas-
sador to Jamaica, I would have voted
yes.

Thank you.e

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AR-
KANSAS BROADCASTERS ASSO-
CIATION

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to congratulate the Arkansas
Broadcasters Association, ABA, on its
70th anniversary and celebrate the or-
ganization’s decades of service to radio
and television broadcasters in my
State.

Established in 1949, the Arkansas
Broadcasters formed to help broadcast
organizations by educating its mem-
bers about opportunities available
through free, over-the-air broadcast op-
erations and provide technical support,
regulatory expertise, and advocacy co-
ordination. The trade association’s
support and the services associated
with it have no doubt been a tremen-
dous asset to broadcasters across the
State. Today, the ABA highlights its
mission to help members in ‘‘Broad-
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casting Naturally,” which aptly distills
the organization’s mantra in simple,
clever terms.

Arkansas’ radio and television broad-
cast outlets provide vital information
and quality programming to commu-
nities across our State. They educate,
inform, entertain, and communicate
with Arkansans in a variety of ways.
When we turn on our televisions or ra-
dios and perhaps just as much these
days by opening our smartphones and
tablets or powering on our computers,
we have come to expect the content we
are looking for will be readily available
and accessible.

We are able to find what we are look-
ing for on TV or radio or their tech-
nology-enabled apps and online plat-
forms because of the hard work that
broadcasters do to ensure their product
is meeting the demands and desires of
consumers. I believe these broadcasters
will be the first people to tell you that
the Arkansas Broadcasters Association
has played an integral role in their
ability to provide that service, adapt to
changing technology, and better under-
stand the market they operate in.

It has been a pleasure to work along-
side the ABA on legislative efforts that
help the organization and its members
continue to do the job they want to do
as well as they can. I have been a sup-
porter of legislation the broadcasters
have advocated for, including the Local
Radio Freedom Act, and I was espe-
cially honored when the group named
me its Arkansan of the Year in 2017 for
my work to support the association
and its members.

Congratulations to the Arkansas
Broadcasters Association and all of its
members on reaching the tremendous
milestone of seven decades working on
behalf of their industry. I applaud
them and am confident the ABA will
enjoy many more years of success on
behalf of the Natural State’s television
and radio broadcasters.e

————

TRIBUTE TO MIRIAM HALEY

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Miriam Haley of Silver Bow
County for her contribution to the
Butte veteran community.

Mrs. Haley, a quilter for over two
decades, recently chaired a patriotic
quilt show during Butte’s Miners’
Union Day celebration. The goal of this
show was to create quilts for veterans
moving into the newly built Southwest
Montana Regional Veterans Home.
Mrs. Haley ensured these quilts were
designed to serve the Butte veterans in
their day-to-day needs, whether they
be resting or sitting with visitors.
Originally, Mrs. Haley had hoped to
collect 65 quilts for the veterans, but
the show collected double that number.
The 130 quilts spread out in proud dis-
play for the show acted as a tangible
expression of Montana’s ability to go
above and beyond for its veteran com-
munity.

I wish to congratulate Mrs. Haley on
her quilt show’s success. Her actions
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reflect the deep devotion to patriotism
ingrained in all Montanans.e

———

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL DOUGLAS B.
GUTTORMSEN

e Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, today,
I would like to recognize COL Douglas
B. Guttormsen on the occasion of his
retirement from the Kansas City Dis-
trict Commander for the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. He has diligently
served in this role for 3 years.

After earning degrees from the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point, the
University of Missouri at Rolla, the
National Defense University, and the
U.S. Army Command and General Staff
College, Colonel Guttormsen went on
to lead engineering battalions across
the United States and around the
world. In addition to these assign-
ments, he served in combat operations
in Iraq and the Republic of Korea.

As commander of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Kansas City Dis-
trict, Colonel Guttormsen has overseen
many military and civil works projects
throughout the district. From direct-
ing construction projects at the re-
gion’s military installations to ensur-
ing the levees and dams are struc-
turally sound, Colonel Guttormsen has
demonstrated able and consistent lead-
ership.

Although his resume boasts many ac-
complishments, Colonel Guttormsen’s
work leading the emergency operations
center, which plays a vital role in re-
sponding to natural disasters whenever
and wherever they may occur, is most
impressive.

This spring, when facing extensive
rainfall and severe flooding, he and the
entire Kansas City District staff
worked around the clock to respond to
levee breaches and assist affected com-
munities. Colonel Guttormsen also par-
ticipated in the Missouri River Flood
Forum that Congressman STEVE WAT-
KINS and I hosted in May, where we saw
the extensive flooding at the 4-State
Lookout Point in Kansas and then
spoke alongside the Department of Ag-
riculture and answered questions from
community members.

Colonel Guttormsen is a true profes-
sional and has exhibited remarkable
leadership during his time as the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Kansas City
District commander. I trust my fellow
members will join me in congratu-
lating him and wishing him well in the
days to come.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:25 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following joint resolutions, without
amendment:

S.J. Res. 36. Joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval of the proposed
transfer to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland, the Kingdom of Spain, and the
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