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VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, un-
fortunately I was unable to attend the 
rollcall vote on the nomination of Clif-
ton L. Corker to be a judge for the 
Eastern District of Tennessee. Had I 
been able to attend, I would have op-
posed his nomination. 

Mr. President, unfortunately I was 
unable to attend the rollcall vote on 
the nomination of Lynda Blanchard to 
be United States Ambassador to the 
Republic of Slovenia. Had I been able 
to attend, I would have opposed her 
nomination. 

Mr. President, unfortunately I was 
unable to attend the rollcall vote on 
the nomination of Donald R. Tapia to 
be United States Ambassador to Ja-
maica. Had I been able to attend, I 
would have opposed his nomination.∑ 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 
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VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
I had expected to be able to vote on the 
confirmations of Mr. Clifton Corker to 
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of Tennessee, Ms. Lynda Blan-
chard to be Ambassador to the Repub-
lic of Slovenia, and Mr. Donald R. 
Tapia to be Ambassador to Jamaica. 
Instead, I am in Nevada for a funeral. 

On the question of the confirmation 
of Mr. Clifton Corker to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern District of 
Tennessee, I would have voted no. 

On the question of the confirmation 
of Ms. Lynda Blanchard to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Slovenia, I 
would have voted no. 

On the question of the confirmation 
of Mr. Donald R. Tapia to be Ambas-
sador to Jamaica, I would have voted 
yes. 

Thank you.∑ 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AR-
KANSAS BROADCASTERS ASSO-
CIATION 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to congratulate the Arkansas 
Broadcasters Association, ABA, on its 
70th anniversary and celebrate the or-
ganization’s decades of service to radio 
and television broadcasters in my 
State. 

Established in 1949, the Arkansas 
Broadcasters formed to help broadcast 
organizations by educating its mem-
bers about opportunities available 
through free, over-the-air broadcast op-
erations and provide technical support, 
regulatory expertise, and advocacy co-
ordination. The trade association’s 
support and the services associated 
with it have no doubt been a tremen-
dous asset to broadcasters across the 
State. Today, the ABA highlights its 
mission to help members in ‘‘Broad-

casting Naturally,’’ which aptly distills 
the organization’s mantra in simple, 
clever terms. 

Arkansas’ radio and television broad-
cast outlets provide vital information 
and quality programming to commu-
nities across our State. They educate, 
inform, entertain, and communicate 
with Arkansans in a variety of ways. 
When we turn on our televisions or ra-
dios and perhaps just as much these 
days by opening our smartphones and 
tablets or powering on our computers, 
we have come to expect the content we 
are looking for will be readily available 
and accessible. 

We are able to find what we are look-
ing for on TV or radio or their tech-
nology-enabled apps and online plat-
forms because of the hard work that 
broadcasters do to ensure their product 
is meeting the demands and desires of 
consumers. I believe these broadcasters 
will be the first people to tell you that 
the Arkansas Broadcasters Association 
has played an integral role in their 
ability to provide that service, adapt to 
changing technology, and better under-
stand the market they operate in. 

It has been a pleasure to work along-
side the ABA on legislative efforts that 
help the organization and its members 
continue to do the job they want to do 
as well as they can. I have been a sup-
porter of legislation the broadcasters 
have advocated for, including the Local 
Radio Freedom Act, and I was espe-
cially honored when the group named 
me its Arkansan of the Year in 2017 for 
my work to support the association 
and its members. 

Congratulations to the Arkansas 
Broadcasters Association and all of its 
members on reaching the tremendous 
milestone of seven decades working on 
behalf of their industry. I applaud 
them and am confident the ABA will 
enjoy many more years of success on 
behalf of the Natural State’s television 
and radio broadcasters.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO MIRIAM HALEY 
∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this 
week I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Miriam Haley of Silver Bow 
County for her contribution to the 
Butte veteran community. 

Mrs. Haley, a quilter for over two 
decades, recently chaired a patriotic 
quilt show during Butte’s Miners’ 
Union Day celebration. The goal of this 
show was to create quilts for veterans 
moving into the newly built Southwest 
Montana Regional Veterans Home. 
Mrs. Haley ensured these quilts were 
designed to serve the Butte veterans in 
their day-to-day needs, whether they 
be resting or sitting with visitors. 
Originally, Mrs. Haley had hoped to 
collect 65 quilts for the veterans, but 
the show collected double that number. 
The 130 quilts spread out in proud dis-
play for the show acted as a tangible 
expression of Montana’s ability to go 
above and beyond for its veteran com-
munity. 

I wish to congratulate Mrs. Haley on 
her quilt show’s success. Her actions 

reflect the deep devotion to patriotism 
ingrained in all Montanans.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL DOUGLAS B. 
GUTTORMSEN 

∑ Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, today, 
I would like to recognize COL Douglas 
B. Guttormsen on the occasion of his 
retirement from the Kansas City Dis-
trict Commander for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. He has diligently 
served in this role for 3 years. 

After earning degrees from the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point, the 
University of Missouri at Rolla, the 
National Defense University, and the 
U.S. Army Command and General Staff 
College, Colonel Guttormsen went on 
to lead engineering battalions across 
the United States and around the 
world. In addition to these assign-
ments, he served in combat operations 
in Iraq and the Republic of Korea. 

As commander of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Kansas City Dis-
trict, Colonel Guttormsen has overseen 
many military and civil works projects 
throughout the district. From direct-
ing construction projects at the re-
gion’s military installations to ensur-
ing the levees and dams are struc-
turally sound, Colonel Guttormsen has 
demonstrated able and consistent lead-
ership. 

Although his resume boasts many ac-
complishments, Colonel Guttormsen’s 
work leading the emergency operations 
center, which plays a vital role in re-
sponding to natural disasters whenever 
and wherever they may occur, is most 
impressive. 

This spring, when facing extensive 
rainfall and severe flooding, he and the 
entire Kansas City District staff 
worked around the clock to respond to 
levee breaches and assist affected com-
munities. Colonel Guttormsen also par-
ticipated in the Missouri River Flood 
Forum that Congressman STEVE WAT-
KINS and I hosted in May, where we saw 
the extensive flooding at the 4-State 
Lookout Point in Kansas and then 
spoke alongside the Department of Ag-
riculture and answered questions from 
community members. 

Colonel Guttormsen is a true profes-
sional and has exhibited remarkable 
leadership during his time as the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers Kansas City 
District commander. I trust my fellow 
members will join me in congratu-
lating him and wishing him well in the 
days to come.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:25 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following joint resolutions, without 
amendment: 

S.J. Res. 36. Joint resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval of the proposed 
transfer to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland, the Kingdom of Spain, and the 
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