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EC-2033. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel, General Law, Ethics,
and Regulation, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a vacancy in the position of Under
Secretary (International Affairs), Depart-
ment of the Treasury, received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on July 17,
2019; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-2034. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Textiles and Apparel,
International Trade Administration, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Imports
of Certain Worsted Wool Fabric: Implemen-
tation of Tariff Rate Quota Established
Under Title V of the Trade and Development
Act of 2000: Removal of Regulations”
(RIN0625-AB13) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 17, 2019; to
the Committee on Finance.

EC-2035. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Revision
of Requirements for Long Term Care Facili-
ties: Arbitration Agreements’” (RIN0938-
AT18) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on July 17, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-2036. A communication from the Assist-
ant Administrator, Bureau for Legislative
and Public Affairs, U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID), transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Re-
port to Congress on Global Health Innova-
tions for Fiscal Year 2018”’; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

EC-2037. A communication from the Acting
Executive Secretary, U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report relative to seven (7) va-
cancies in the agency, received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on July 16,
2019; to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-2038. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended,
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other
than treaties (List 2019-0048 - 2019-0060); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-2039. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for General Law, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, two (2) reports relative
to a vacancy in the position of Under Sec-
retary for Management, Department of
Homeland Security, received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on July 17, 2019;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-2040. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Personnel Management,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘Report to Congress on the Physicians’
Comparability Allowance Program’’; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

EC-2041. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Personnel Management,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘“‘Notification and Federal Employee
Antidiscrimination and Retaliation Act Pub-
lic Law 107-174: Annual Report to Congress
Fiscal Year 2018°; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

EC-2042. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Personnel Management,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Office of
Inspector General’s Semiannual Report and
the Management Response for the period of
October 1, 2018 through March 31, 2019; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.
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EC-2043. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legislative
Affairs, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the Office of Commu-
nity Oriented Policing Services (COPS) An-
nual Report to Congress on the Rafael
Ramos and Wenjian Lu National Blue Alert
Act of 2015; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
EC-2044. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for General Law, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, two (2) reports relative
to a vacancy in the position of Assistant
Secretary/Director, Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE), Department of
Homeland Security, received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on July 17, 2019;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-2045. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director of the Office of Policy, Execu-
tive Office for Immigration Review, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Board of
Immigration Appeals: Affirmance Without
Opinion, Referral for Panel Review, and Pub-
lication of Decisions as Precedents”
(RIN1125-A A58) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 16, 2019; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-2046. A communication from the Acting
Deputy Director, Executive Office for Immi-
gration Review, Department of Justice,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Asylum Eligibility and Pro-
cedural Modifications” (RIN1125-AA91) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 16, 2019; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

EC-2047. A communication from the Acting
Deputy Assistant Administrator for Regu-
latory Programs, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Atlantic Deep-Sea Red Crab Fishery;
2019 Atlantic Deep-Sea Red Crab Specifica-
tions”’ (RIN0648-XE900) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on July 17,
2019; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-2048. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Golden Tilefish Fishery; 2019 Speci-
fications” (RIN0648-XG417) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
17, 2019; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-2049. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Prohibit Directed Fishing for
American Fisheries Act Program and Crab
Rationalization Program Groundfish
Sideboard Limits in the BSAI and GOA”
(RIN0648-BH88) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 17, 2019; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-2050. A communication from the Acting
Deputy Assistant Administrator for Regu-
latory Programs, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Permit Renewal
Applications” (RIN0648-BH43) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
17, 2019; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-2051. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory
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Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“International Fisheries; Pacific Tuna Fish-
eries; Fishing Restrictions for Fish Aggre-
gating Devices in the Eastern Pacific Ocean”’
(RIN0648-BI37) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 17, 2019; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-2052. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Taking and Importing Marine Mammals;
Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to the
U.S. Navy Training and Testing Activities in
the Atlantic Fleet Training and Testing
Study Area’ (RIN0648-BHO06) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
17, 2019; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-2053. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Taking and Importing Marine Mammals;
Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to the
U.S. Navy Training and Testing Activities in
the Hawaii-Southern California Training and
Testing Study Area” (RIN0648-BH29) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 17, 2019; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-118. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of New Jersey urg-
ing the United States Congress to enact the
Military Hunger Prevention Act; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NoO. 73

Whereas, The Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program (SNAP), formerly known
as the Food Stamp Program, provides assist-
ance to eligible low-income individuals and
families to buy healthy, nutritious food at a
network of participating stores and farmer’s
markets, and is the country’s most impor-
tant anti-hunger program; and

Whereas, The federal government pays for
the cost of SNAP benefits and the program’s
eligibility rules are primarily set at the fed-
eral level, while the costs of administering
the program are shared between the federal
government and the states; and

Whereas, In a typical month in 2017, the
SNAP program helped more than 40 million
low-income Americans afford a nutritionally
adequate diet; and

Whereas, Most recipients of SNAP who are
able to work are working while receiving
benefits, which demonstrates the need of
many working families, including those with
a member in the armed forces, for assistance,
particularly during economic downturns; and

Whereas, In 2015, more than $80 million in
SNAP benefits were used to buy food at mili-
tary commissaries; and many military in-
stallations have food pantries or food banks
that provide food to military families who
are in need; and

Whereas, According to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau’s American Community Survey, two
percent of active duty military families, or
approximately 23,000 families, vreceived
SNAP benefits from 2009 to 2012, and six per-
cent of respondents of the Blue Star Family



S4946

Lifestyle Survey reported using emergency
food relief in 2017; and

Whereas, Military families that do not re-
side on a military base or installation re-
ceive a Basic Housing Allowance (BAH),
which is meant to offset the cost of civilian
housing for those who do not reside in gov-
ernment-provided housing, and the rate of
the BAH depends on location, pay grade, and
number of dependents of the service member;
and

Whereas, Although the BAH is intended to
offset the cost of civilian housing for service-
men and women who do not live on a mili-
tary base, the amount of the BAH is cur-
rently considered as income for purposes of
determining eligibility for SNAP, and cer-
tain other benefits, pursuant to federal law;
and

Whereas, The ‘‘Military Hunger Prevention
Act,” 1[currentlyl previously! pending in
Congress as H.R. 1078 and S. 2488, would
amend federal law to exclude the BAH when
determining eligibility for certain federal
benefits, including SNAP; and

Whereas, Among the many economic chal-
lenges faced by members of the military are:
relatively low pay compared to non-military
occupations; infrequent and insufficient pay
raises; frequent transfers or deployments,
particularly when the transfer is to a region
of the country with a comparatively high
cost of living; and the difficulty of spouses to
find well-paying, long-term employment due
to those transfers and deployments; and

Whereas, In order that members of the
armed services and their families, who make
considerable personal sacrifices to protect
and serve the United States, have sufficient
and nutritious food on their tables, it is fit-
ting and proper that the law be amended to
exclude the BHA from income for purposes of
determining eligibility for SNAP and other
federal programs; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, by the Senate and General Assembly
of the State of New Jersey:

1. The Legislature and Governor of New
Jersey respectfully urge the Congress of the
United States to lintroduce and! enact the
“Military Hunger Prevention Act,”
1[currently pending in both houses of Con-
gress.]! so that those members of the armed
forces who make considerable sacrifices in
order to serve our country, yet face hunger
or require assistance, are able to benefit
from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program and other benefits, notwithstanding
their receipt of a Basic Housing Allowance.

2. Copies of this resolution, as filed with
the Secretary of State, shall be transmitted
by the Clerk of the General Assembly or the
Secretary of the Senate to the Majority and
Minority Leaders of the United States Sen-
ate, the Speaker and Minority Leader of the
United States House of Representatives, and
every member of Congress elected from this
State.

13. This joint resolution shall take effect im-
mediately .t

POM-119. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the State of Illi-
nois urging the United States Congress to
enact legislation making United States pol-
icy not to start a nuclear war and to prohibit
the funding of further development and pro-
duction of additional nuclear weapons; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 61

Whereas, The use of even a small number
of nuclear weapons could have catastrophic
human, environmental, health, and eco-
nomic consequences globally; and

Whereas, Approximately 14,000 nuclear
weapons still exist in the world and pose an
intolerable risk to humanity; and

Whereas, The United States has over 6,000
nuclear weapons, which combined are more
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than 100 times more powerful than all the
weapons used during World War II; and

Whereas, The United States is currently
planning to spend nearly $2 trillion over the
next 30 years rebuilding its entire nuclear
weapons arsenal; this is a gross misuse of
funds that could instead be devoted to im-
proving security, health, and education; and

Whereas, The United States maintains
nearly 1,000 nuclear weapons on high alert so
they are ready for launch within minutes of
a presidential decision to do so, making
them vulnerable to accidents, unauthorized
use, cyber attacks, and miscalculations,
thereby increasing the risk of nuclear use;
and

Whereas, The United States currently re-
serves the right to use nuclear weapons in
response to non-nuclear attacks by Russia,
China, or North Korea, nations that could re-
spond by using their own nuclear weapons,
resulting in a nuclear war that could have
devastating consequences; and

Whereas, The sole purpose of U.S. nuclear
weapons should be to deter a nuclear attack
on the United States, its forces, and its al-
lies; there is no reason for the United States
to ever use nuclear weapons first; and

Whereas, The U.S. President has sole au-
thority to order a nuclear attack without
any consultation or input; leaving the deci-
sion to one individual increases the chance
of a nuclear weapon being used; and

Whereas, A policy renouncing the first use
of nuclear weapons would severely constrain
the ability of the President to order a nu-
clear attack, allowing attacks only in re-
sponse to a nuclear attack; and

Whereas, Americans and all people on the
planet should have the right to live a life
free from the threat of nuclear weapons; and

Whereas, The United States should imme-
diately change its policies, as well as ac-
tively pursue verifiable agreements with
other nuclear-armed nations to reduce the
number of nuclear weapons and eliminate
them from the planet; therefore, be it

Resolved, by the House of Representatives of
the One Hundred First General Assembly of the
State of Illinois, that, as an important first
step, we call on the President of the United
States to make it the policy of the U.S. that
it will not start a nuclear war and therefore
will not use nuclear weapons first, and we
call on the United States Congress to pass
legislation supporting this policy; and be it
further

Resolved, That we call on Congress to not
fund the development and production of ad-
ditional U.S. nuclear weapons that can
produce a relatively small nuclear explosion,
making them suitable for rogue nuclear war-
fighting and potentially lowering the thresh-
old to using nuclear weapons first; and be it
further

Resolved, That suitable copies of this reso-
lution be delivered to the President of the
United States, the Vice President of the
United States, the U.S. Senate Majority
Leader, the U.S. Senate Minority Leader, the
U.S. Speaker of the House, the U.S. House of
Representatives Minority Leader, and all
members of the Illinois Congressional Dele-
gation.

POM-120. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania urging the United
States Congress to reauthorize and fully
fund the September 11th Victim Compensa-
tion Fund; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

HOUSE RESOLUTION NoO. 343

Whereas, the September 11th Victim Com-
pensation Fund was created in 2001 to com-
pensate individuals for illnesses and deaths
due to exposure to toxins at the September
11th attack sites; and
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Whereas, the fund was reauthorized in 2011
and then again in 2015, allowing individuals
to submit claims until December 18, 2020; and

Whereas, the World Trade Center Health
Program was essentially established to diag-
nose and treat medical issues of September
11th responders and victims; and

Whereas, the $7.3 billion fund has already
paid out approximately $5 billion to 21,000
claimants and still has approximately 19,000
additional claims; and

Whereas, insufficient money exists to pay
current and projected claims at the same
levels under current procedures, and claim-
ants that are unpaid will see a drastic cut in
payments; and

Whereas, more than 90,000 Americans, in-
cluding approximately 1,500 residents of this
Commonwealth, struggle with illnesses re-
lated to the September 11th attacks as of
2018; and

Whereas, the fund should be reuthorized
and fully funded through 2090, which will
make it last until the 2090 expiration date of
the World Trade Center Health Program;
Now, therefore be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
urge the Congress of the United States to re-
authorize and fully fund the September 11th
Victim Compensation Fund; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States, the presiding officers of each house of
Congress and to each member of Congress
from Pennsylvania.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. LEE, from the Joint Economic
Committee:

Special Report entitled ‘“The 2019 Joint
Economic Report’ (Rept. No. 116-58).

By Mr. RISCH, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute:

S. 727. A bill to combat international ex-
tremism by addressing global fragility and
violence and stabilizing conflict-affected
areas, and for other purposes.

—————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. ROUNDS for Mr. INHOFE for the
Committee on Armed Services.

*Mark T. Esper, of Virginia, to be Sec-
retary of Defense.

*Army nomination of Gen. Mark A. Milley,
to be General.

Air Force nomination of Maj. Gen. Mary F.
O’Brien, to be Lieutenant General.

Army nomination of Lt. Gen. Bryan P.
Fenton, to be Lieutenant General.

Army nomination of Maj. Gen. Ronald J.
Place, to be Lieutenant General.

Army nomination of Col. Robert T.
Wooldridge II, to be Brigadier General.

Marine Corps nomination of Maj. Gen.
David G. Bellon, to be Lieutenant General.

Mr. ROUNDS for Mr. INHOFE. Mr.
President, for the Committee on Armed
Services 1 report favorably the fol-
lowing nomination lists which were
printed in the RECORDs on the dates in-
dicated, and ask unanimous consent, to
save the expense of reprinting on the
Executive Calendar that these nomina-
tions lie at the Secretary’s desk for the
information of Senators.
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