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(A) means any entity that receives disaster 

assistance directly from the Federal Govern-
ment (including disaster assistance received 
through grant, loan, or contract) other than 
an individual; and 

(B) includes a State that receives disaster 
assistance. 

(4) SPECIFIED NATURAL DISASTER.—The 
term ‘‘specified natural disaster’’ means— 

(A) a fire on public or private forest land or 
grassland described in section 420 of the Rob-
ert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5187); 

(B) a major disaster declared by the Presi-
dent under section 401 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 
5170); 

(C) an emergency declared by the President 
under section 501 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 5191); 
and 

(D) any other natural disaster for which a 
disaster declaration is made by the Federal 
Government. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. DEFAZIO) and the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. GRAVES) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oregon. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1307. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 1307, the Post-Disaster Assistance 
Online Accountability Act, introduced 
by the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. MEADOWS). 

When a major disaster strikes, the 
American people should know how and 
where their disaster funds are spent 
without wading through reams of in-
scrutable government paperwork. 

H.R. 1307 would simplify the data col-
lection process for Federal disaster re-
covery projects and activities by estab-
lishing an online repository to which 
agencies could submit information on 
projects and spending. 

In order to increase transparency to 
the public, the bill would also create a 
page on USASpending.gov for the pub-
lic to track agency disaster recovery 
activities and the amount of assistance 
expended, on a quarterly basis. 
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Federal agencies need to be account-
able to the victims of disasters so that 
they can have peace of mind when they 
are at their most vulnerable. 

I strongly support the bill, and I urge 
my colleagues to join me. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, H.R. 1307, the Post- 
Disaster Assistance Online Account-
ability Act, is going to improve our 

oversight of Federal disaster assistance 
and projects. 

By increasing the accountability and 
transparency in Federal spending fol-
lowing disasters, this bill is going to 
help ensure that funds are invested 
more wisely and better able to help 
Americans who are trying to recover 
and rebuild their lives. 

H.R. 1307 is going to require various 
agencies that offer disaster assistance 
to publicly report data on disaster 
spending and obligations. It is critical, 
as we continue to work to reform and 
improve our disaster response and re-
covery programs, that we have the 
most accurate data available. That is 
important for our oversight, as well as 
for the taxpayers in holding agencies 
accountable. 

I want to thank the Economic Devel-
opment, Public Buildings, and Emer-
gency Management Subcommittee 
Ranking Member, Mr. MEADOWS, and 
Mr. PETERS, for their work on this leg-
islation. I encourage my colleagues to 
support it. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam 
Speaker, I yield such time as he may 
consume to the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. ROUZER). 

Mr. ROUZER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the chairman and the ranking 
member for their support and work on 
this bill as well. 

I certainly rise today in support of 
this measure sponsored and introduced 
by my friend and colleague, Mr. MEAD-
OWS, also from North Carolina. We 
know firsthand just how badly this leg-
islation is needed. 

In my district alone, which has been 
a victim of two major hurricanes in the 
last 3 years, Matthew in 2016, and Flor-
ence just this past fall, after both hur-
ricanes, Congress appropriated disaster 
aid funding for rebuilding and recovery 
efforts. To date, very little of that 
money, quite honestly, has been chan-
neled to the State. 

Taxpayers in North Carolina and 
across the rest of the country deserve 
to know how the Federal Government 
is spending these recovery funds, or 
whether they are being spent at all. 

More transparency means more ac-
countability and making this disaster 
funding data available online to the 
public will help ensure that these dol-
lars that Congress has appropriated are 
being spent in a timely and effective 
manner. 

As we continue to recover from Hur-
ricanes Matthew and Florence, and pre-
pare for yet another hurricane season 
this year, it is more important than 
ever that we make sure we are getting 
the most out of every single dollar that 
Congress appropriates. This bill will go 
a long way in helping to ensure just 
that. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further speakers. I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

As has been demonstrated by the last 
four bills, the Transportation Com-
mittee is doing good work, and we pro-
duced four good, bipartisan bills. I am 
very proud of that. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
1307, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
Missouri. He has been a great partner 
in these and other ongoing efforts by 
the committee. 

I urge the positive adoption of this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto Rico. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise as a cosponsor to H.R. 
1307—the Post-Disaster Assistance Online 
Accountability Act, which establishes a central-
ized location where Federal Agencies will pub-
lish information on disaster assistance. 

This legislation requires reports every 3 
months, that are available to the public regard-
ing the total amount of assistance provided by 
agencies, the amount of funding that obli-
gated, and where the funds are going, includ-
ing all projects or activities that received fund-
ing. 

To date, roughly 32 percent, or $13.6 billion, 
of all funding, $42 billion dollars, Congress 
has appropriated to Puerto Rico has actually 
been received by the communities and fami-
lies who are trying to rebuild their lives on the 
island. 

With this legislation my constituents will 
know exactly how much funding is still ex-
pected to come to Puerto Rico and to their 
communities. They will be able to see the 
process that agencies are making for timely 
dispersals of funding and holding them ac-
countable. 

Again, I want to thank Rep. PETERS and 
Ranking Member MEADOWS again for their 
work on this Disaster recovery related bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFA-
ZIO) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 1307. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a bill of the 
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 

S. 2249. An act to allow the Deputy Admin-
istrator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion on the date of enactment of this Act to 
continue to serve as such Deputy Adminis-
trator. 

f 

STOPPING BAD ROBOCALLS ACT 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
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