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listen to us. You cannot preach tem-
perance from a barstool. You can’t tell
the rest of the world to do something
while you have a cigar in one hand and
a beer in the other. That is where we
are now with pollution under President
Trump.

We have to be leaders, not laggers.
That is what SHELDON WHITEHOUSE is
all about. That is why it is my great
honor to be up here with him, and for
as long as it takes, he will be out here.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
CRAMER). The majority leader.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—VETO

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr President, I
ask unanimous consent that the veto
messages on S. J. Res. 36, 37, and 38 be
considered as having been read en bloc,
that they be printed in the RECORD and
spread in full upon the Journal en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the veto
message with respect to S. J. Res. 36, S.
J. Res. 37, and S. J. Res. 38 be consid-
ered at a time to be determined by the
majority leader in consultation with
the Democratic leader prior to August
2; that they be debated concurrently
for up to 2 hours, with 15 minutes re-
served for the chairman and ranking
member, respectively; that the Senate
vote on passage of the joint resolu-
tions, the objections of the President
to the contrary notwithstanding, in the
order listed; and, finally, that the
unanimous consent order of June 19 for
the remaining joint resolutions of dis-
approval of arms sales remain in effect.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Oklahoma.

——
BORDER SECURITY

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, in
April of this year, Border Patrol agents
in South Texas, in McAllen—one of the
most crossed areas for illegal traffic in
the entire southern border—saw a
group of individuals walking north who
had already crossed the border, and
they broke and ran. They assumed
these individuals were illegally present
in the United States, and they started
moving to try to interdict them. They
searched through a very large and very
overgrown field.

I can tell you that that area is very,
very rough terrain. It is very isolating,
and the brush is exceptionally heavy.
On a day in April, even in South Texas,
it is extremely hot.

As they searched through the field
looking for individuals, they happened
to hear a child crying in their search.
They encountered a 3-year-old boy who
had been abandoned by the human
smugglers when they broke and ran.
This young boy, 3 years old, had these
shoes on, and on his shoes were written
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a name and a phone number across
them. That is the only identifying
thing they have. They tested the phone
number, by the way, and the phone
number didn’t work.

Those human smugglers—moving
people into the United States, using
children as the vehicle—are prone to
just cast that child aside if they slow
them down.

The Border Patrol agents who en-
countered this child wearing those
shoes, took him back to the office.
Those Border Patrol agents personally
bought him new clothing. The fellow
agents entertained him. You can see
him playing PAW Patrol back in the
station. They spent time comforting
him and trying to figure out who he
was and where he was from. Border Pa-
trol agents alternated taking care of
him, personally buying supplies for
him until they can transition him into
Health and Human Services’ care. That
is what is really happening on the bor-
der every single day.

Border Patrol agents are dealing
with children that cartels are using to
move adults into the United States.
Yes, there are some family units who
are moving in, but every single family
unit that moves into the United States
is being ushered in by a cartel that
works the border, and they are choos-
ing the time and the place to move
those individuals.

These officers are risking their lives
every single day. They are working
with families every single day to try to
figure out who is a family unit and who
is a child that is just being smuggled to
be used as a vehicle to get across the
border and how to separate the two.
Then, once they identify the child,
they try to figure out this: What do we
do now with this child that we have?
Where are you from?

Several months ago, most of the chil-
dren who were moving across were 10,
11, and 12 years old, and they could
interview those children. The cartels
have figured that out now, and they are
sending more and more children who
are infants, 1, 2, and 3 years old, who
don’t know where they are from and
don’t know their names or their back-
ground or any other details. It is be-
coming more and more difficult for the
Border Patrol agents to figure this out.

In fact, Border Patrol agents just
like this are now actually bringing
their own car seats or finding other
people from their churches and other
places that would donate car seats be-
cause when HHS needs to transport
them out of a bus, they don’t have car
seats there. So they are paying for car
seats to help some of these abandoned
children be able to get to a place of
safety.

These are the folks who are being
criticized. These are the folks who
some of my colleagues, even as re-
cently as this week, said they need to
get 40 hours of sensitivity training be-
cause they are so insensitive to what is
happening on the border. These are the
folks putting their own personal fi-
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nances and their lives on the line and
who are working every day to solve
some of the problems that we have.

For the past several years, there
have been disagreements on the solu-
tions and wide disagreements on Fed-
eral law enforcement and what they
are doing along the border. There have
been a lot of folks casting blame on
Federal law enforcement and on the
President, instead of actually trying to
figure out what the problem is at the
border. Why is this happening? Why
have our numbers so rapidly acceler-
ated?

This past weekend, I visited the bor-
der with some of my colleagues. I went
with Senator JONI ERNST of Iowa and
Dr. BILL CASSIDY of Louisiana. We
went to the Rio Grande Valley Sector.
That area of the border is a thin slice
of the border between the United
States and Mexico, but in that area, in
that one zone, 40 percent of all illegal
traffic moves across the border. The
most heavily trafficked area of that
zone is the McAllen Sector, and that is
where we went.

Across that one area, in that one
small segment of the border, they have
between 1,500 and 2,000 individuals ille-
gally crossing the border every single
day. That is one small sector of a 2,000-
mile-long border. Just this year, in
that one small sector, they have had
individuals from 63 different countries
cross the border illegally—63 different
countries.

I hear a lot of folks say: It is all peo-
ple from Central America who are
crossing across the border to flee. That
is not true. There are 63 countries just
this year, just around McAllen, TX, not
including the whole rest of the border.

You see, the cartels sort individuals
by country and by background. They
send Indians in one direction. They
send Pakistanis in another direction.
They send individuals from Bangladesh
in another direction. They send folks
from Honduras and Guatemala in an-
other direction.

When I walked into one of the five
stations that we visited all through
that area this weekend, just to do a
quick pop-in to see who was there at
that moment, half of the adults who
were there—these were single adults—
were there from Venezuela and half of
them were from Cuba, because that is
how the cartels sort individuals.

Just in that one station in McAllen,
we have had individuals from Pakistan,
Yemen, China, Venezuela, Bangladesh,
and Syria, in addition to many coun-
tries from Africa and Asia, and obvi-
ously much of Central America as well.
Those individuals are moving across
the border in very high numbers. Nine-
ty percent of the apprehensions that
have happened this year—90 percent—
have been from countries other than
Mexico.

Just as recently as 2014, only 1 per-
cent of men who crossed the border had
a child with them. Now the number is
50 percent of the men crossing the bor-
der have a child with them—50 percent.
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