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Act; that the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration; that the bill be 
read a third time and passed; and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
an objection? 

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I 
object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. An objec-
tion is heard. 

The Senator from Connecticut. 
f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. 1247 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
thank my colleague Senator WARNER, 
and we will hear shortly from Senator 
WYDEN. 

These two great colleagues are cham-
pioning election security. Senator 
WARNER, at the helm as vice chairman 
of the Intelligence Committee, has 
done as much as any American and any 
Member of this body to uncover the se-
rious Russian threat to our election 
system. It is a threat not just from 
Russia but from other countries as 
well. That is why I have offered and 
will ask unanimous consent for the 
passage of S. 1247, the Duty To Report 
Act. 

This legislation, like Senator WAR-
NER’s, is based on a very simple idea: If 
you see something, say something. The 
Duty To Report Act would require 
campaigns, candidates, and family 
members to immediately report to the 
FBI and the Federal Election Commis-
sion any offers of illegal foreign assist-
ance. It differs in some technical as-
pects—for example, with regard to fam-
ily members—from Senator WARNER’s 
proposed FIRE Act. Yet it is the same 
idea because it codifies into law what 
is already a moral duty, a patriotic 
duty, and basic common sense. It is al-
ready illegal to accept foreign assist-
ance during a campaign. It is already 
illegal to solicit foreign assistance dur-
ing a campaign. All this bill does is re-
quire campaigns and individuals to re-
port such illegal foreign assistance di-
rectly to the FBI. 

Special Counsel Robert Mueller came 
before Congress today to answer ques-
tions about his very comprehensive and 
powerful report that documents the 
sweeping and systematic interference 
in our election, as he testified, to ben-
efit, principally, Donald Trump’s cam-
paign. Yet this measure is about the 
future. It is about preventing such 
election interference in the future and 
providing a mandate and a duty to re-
port any offers of assistance from a for-
eign government, like Russia. 

This report outlines the most serious 
attack on our democracy by a foreign 
power in our history. It tells the story 
of more than 150 contacts between the 
Trump campaign and Russian agents. 
It tells the story of Russian covert and 
overt efforts to influence the outcome 
of our election by helping one can-
didate and hurting another, and it 

shows—perhaps most importantly for 
the purpose of this measure—that the 
Trump campaign knew of it, welcomed 
it, and happily accepted it. 

Mueller testified this morning: 
Over the course of my career, I have seen 

a number of challenges to our democracy. 
The Russian Government’s efforts to inter-
fere in our election is among the most seri-
ous. As I said on May 29, this deserves the at-
tention of every American. 

Equally important is that, just yes-
terday, FBI Director Christopher Wray 
came before the Committee on the Ju-
diciary and warned that the Russians 
are still actively trying to interfere in 
our election, which is what Mueller 
said today when he was asked about 
some of the remarks and some of the 
efforts in the Trump campaign. He was 
referring to Donald Trump, Jr., when 
he said, ‘‘I love it,’’ in welcoming Rus-
sia’s offer of assistance to the Trump 
campaign in the June 9 meeting, Direc-
tor Mueller said, ‘‘I hope this is not the 
new normal, but I fear it is.’’ 

This is the context of troubling com-
ments that brings us here today. One of 
the most troubling is President 
Trump’s own comment when asked if 
he would accept foreign help in 2020, 
and he said, ‘‘I would take it.’’ That is 
why we need the Duty To Report Act. 
If that kind of assistance is offered, 
there is an obligation to report it, not 
to take it. 

The election of 2016 was simply a 
dress rehearsal. With the 2020 election 
upon us, we must stop this kind of for-
eign interference and ensure that it is 
the American people, not Russia or any 
other foreign power like China or Iran, 
who decide who the leaders of this 
country will be and the direction of our 
democracy. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Committee on Rules and 
Administration be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 1247; that the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration; that the bill be considered 
read a third time and passed; and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
an objection? 

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I 
object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. An objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
yield to another great colleague who 
has been a champion of this cause of 
election security, Senator WYDEN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. 890 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I thank 
my colleagues, Senator BLUMENTHAL 
and Senator WARNER, who have spoken 
strongly on the issue at hand, which is 
to protect our great country and our 
extraordinary 200-year experiment in 
self-governance. To do it, we have to 

add a new tier—a strong protection— 
for the sanctity of our elections. 

I thank Senator BLUMENTHAL. He is a 
member of the Committee on the Judi-
ciary, where he is doing important 
work on these issues. I thank our col-
league, Senator WARNER, of course, 
who is the vice chairman of the Intel-
ligence Committee, on which I serve. I 
also thank my colleague who is still on 
the floor, Senator BLUMENTHAL, for all 
of his leadership. I look forward to 
partnering with him and with Senator 
WARNER in the days ahead. 

In a moment, I will ask for unani-
mous consent to adopt a bipartisan bill 
that I have proposed with Senator COT-
TON. It is S. 890, the Senate Cybersecu-
rity Protection Act. Before I ask, how-
ever, for that unanimous consent re-
quest, I will give some brief back-
ground as to why Senator COTTON and 
I are working on this issue and putting 
all of this time into this effort. 

In the 2016 election, obviously, the 
Russians inflicted damage on our de-
mocracy by hacking the personal ac-
counts of political parties and individ-
uals and then by dumping emails and 
documents online. This tactic gen-
erated massive amounts of media cov-
erage that was based on those stolen 
documents. It is clear, in my view, that 
the Russians and other hostile foreign 
actors are going to continue to target 
the personal devices and accounts, 
which are often less secure than offi-
cial government devices. You don’t 
have to take my word for it. Top na-
tional security officials in the Trump 
administration have said virtually the 
same thing. 

Last year, the Director of National 
Intelligence—our former colleague, 
Senator Coats—told the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee: ‘‘The personal ac-
counts and devices of government offi-
cials can contain information that is 
useful for our adversaries to target, ei-
ther directly or indirectly, these offi-
cials and the organizations with which 
they are affiliated.’’ 

Likewise, in a letter to me last year, 
the then-Director of the National Secu-
rity Agency, MIKE ROGERS, said that 
the personal devices and accounts be-
longing to senior U.S. government offi-
cials ‘‘remain prime targets for exploi-
tation.’’ 

These foreign intelligence threats are 
not just aimed at the executive branch. 
Last year, a bipartisan Senate working 
group examined cybersecurity threats 
against Senators. In its November 2018 
report, the working group revealed 
there was ‘‘mounting evidence that 
Senators are being targeted for hack-
ing, which could include exposure of 
personal data.’’ Likewise, Google has 
now publicly confirmed that it has 
quietly warned specific Senators and 
Senate staff that their personal email 
accounts were targeted by state-spon-
sored hackers. 

Unfortunately, the Sergeant at 
Arms—the office that is tasked with 
protecting the Senate’s cybersecurity— 
is currently barred from using its re-
sources to protect the personal devices 
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and accounts of Senators and their 
staff, even if Senators and their staff 
are being targeted by foreign spies and 
hackers. 

That is why, on a bipartisan basis, I 
and Senator COTTON, who also serves 
on the Intelligence Committee with me 
and with Senator WARNER, who spoke 
earlier, introduced legislation to per-
mit the Sergeant at Arms to provide 
100-percent voluntary cybersecurity as-
sistance to Senators and their staff. 
Our bill is modeled after a provision in 
the recently passed Senate Intelligence 
Authorization bill, which permits the 
Director of National Intelligence to 
provide voluntary cyber help to protect 
the personal devices and accounts of 
intelligence community employees. 

Fighting back against foreign inter-
ference means securing every aspect of 
our democracy, including the personal 
accounts and devices of elected offi-
cials. I feel strongly that the majority 
leader, our colleague from Kentucky, 
must stop blocking this commonsense 
legislation and allow this body to bet-
ter defend itself against foreign hack-
ers. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Committee on Rules and 
Administration be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 890, the Senate 
Cybersecurity Protection Act; that the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration; that the bill be read a third 
time and passed; and that the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table with no intervening 
action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
an objection? 

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I 
object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. An objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I note 
again there has been an objection. 

I would only state that I don’t see 
how anyone could consider what I have 
proposed to be a partisan issue. I and 
our colleague from Arkansas, Senator 
COTTON—a military veteran—have 
joined in an effort, which I would just 
say to the Senators who are on the 
floor, is going to be one of the great 
threats of our time. 

We know that hostile foreign actors 
are going to target the personal ac-
counts and devices of government offi-
cials. Russia clearly demonstrated the 
opportunities for meddling in the last 
election. Now, we know that those op-
portunities are going to grow exponen-
tially in the days and months ahead. 
So I only want to pass on that I think 
this is regrettable, and there has been 
an objection, and I just hope we will be 
able to pass this bill before more peo-
ple are hacked and their stolen data is 
exploited by hostile foreign actors. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

REMEMBERING EVA YEH CHANG 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
am sorry to note today the recent pass-
ing of a dear friend to many and the 

ending of her quintessentially Amer-
ican story. 

On July 13, Mrs. Eva Yeh Chang of 
San Francisco died peacefully at the 
age of 100. Eva was born in 1919 in 
Shanghai during a different era for 
China. Though she was born into a 
well-to-do banking family, her first 
three decades involved significant 
hardship: the Chinese Civil War, the 
Japanese occupation in the late 1930s, 
the Second World War, and the begin-
ning of the Communist Revolution. 
That final event led Eva and her hus-
band, Fu-Yun Chang, a Harvard-edu-
cated diplomat, statesman, and schol-
ar, to leave their lives behind and de-
part for American shores. They essen-
tially started over in a new country 
with three young children under the 
age of 10. 

What followed was the kind of entre-
preneurial ‘‘start-up life’’ that would 
sound impossible in many other lands 
but has been the building block of our 
Nation from the beginning. Eva worked 
multiple jobs, from retail to waiting 
tables. Eventually, she saved enough to 
strike out on her own. First she opened 
a diner. Then she started one of San 
Francisco’s early Northern Chinese res-
taurants—a big success—and then 
came more investments in enterprise 
and real estate in the city. 

Eva didn’t just keep what she had 
built for herself. She put it into service 
for others. Eva built a new life for her 
children. She became a pillar of her 
community, and she used her resources 
to help a number of her relatives back 
in China complete the same journey 
she had made and follow in her foot-
steps to America. 

This remarkable woman may have 
left us, but the positive effects of her 
life continue to ripple out. For exam-
ple, she lived to see her daughter, Am-
bassador Julia Chang Bloch, become 
the first-ever Asian-American to serve 
as a U.S. Ambassador and continue the 
family legacy of giving back to this 
Nation. 

The Senate stands with the entire 
Chang family and all who mourn Eva 
in this time of grief, and we stand with 
them in celebrating 100 years so well 
lived. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 
∑ Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent but, had I been 
present, would have voted no on roll-
call vote No. 226, the motion to invoke 
cloture on Wendy Williams Berger to 
be U.S. District Judge for the Middle 
District of Florida. 

Mr. President: I was necessarily ab-
sent but, had I been present, would 
have voted no on rollcall vote No. 227, 
the motion to invoke cloture on Brian 
C. Buescher to be U.S. District Judge 
for the District of Nebraska.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the 100th anniversary 

of the American Legion. I appreciate 
the opportunity to speak about this 
truly significant milestone in the his-
tory of our veterans and this organiza-
tion. The centennial celebration is a 
historical benchmark for the State of 
Michigan, as well as the entire Nation. 

Established in 1919 in Paris, France, 
the American Legion was founded to 
bolster the morale of American troops 
as they awaited their return home as 
recently discharged combat veterans 
following the Great War. In September 
of the same year, the American Legion 
was federally chartered by Congress. 
By November 1919, the American Le-
gion had 2,500 paid members and hosted 
its first national convention in Indian-
apolis, which then became the perma-
nent home of the American Legion Na-
tional Headquarters. 

With local posts in each State, var-
ious territories, and overseas, the 
American Legion is our Nation’s larg-
est wartime Veterans’ service organiza-
tion. The Legion embodies its commit-
ment of upholding the Constitution of 
the United States of America and pro-
moting peace and goodwill through its 
volunteerism in the communities it 
represents. 

The Legion’s grassroots involvement 
has shaped legislation at all levels of 
government. Within its inaugural year, 
Legionnaires across the country advo-
cated for better conditions for disabled 
veterans in Washington, DC. Within a 
week, Congress passed the Sweet Bill 
which included provisions that would 
more than double the compensation 
disabled veterans were receiving at the 
time. In 1921, The American Legion 
claimed another legislative victory 
with the consolidation of three Federal 
agencies into the Veterans Bureau, 
which would later become the Veterans 
Administration. 

The American Legion created various 
organizations to support the Nation’s 
veterans and youth, including the Vet-
erans and Children Foundation and 
Sons of the American Legion. Since its 
creation in 1924, the foundation has 
given over $30 million in financial as-
sistance for disabled veterans and mili-
tary families. Through scholarships 
and programming, the Legion also in-
vests in the future of our Nation’s 
youth. 

Today, with 386 posts in Michigan 
and more than 12,000 posts nationwide 
with nearly 2 million members, the 
American Legion continues to grow to 
support the needs of today’s veterans. 
Whether it is drafting the first version 
of the GI Bill, organizing our flag code, 
or donating to the construction of the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Wash-
ington, DC, the Legion has been at the 
forefront of monumental changes to 
our military and veterans policy and 
overall patriotism. 

It is my great pleasure to congratu-
late the American Legion on the last-
ing impact it has made throughout our 
Nation’s history and for the work it 
continues to do. As the American Le-
gion celebrates this centennial mile-
stone, I ask all my colleagues to join 
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