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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, August 2, 2019, at 11 a.m.

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, who laid the foundation
of the Earth, the Heavens are the
works of Your hands. You are the same
yesterday, today, and forever, and
Your years have no end.

Today, use our Senators as they
serve You with gladness and awe. May
they make pleasing You their first pri-
ority. Lord, give them Your guidance
so that they will behave wisely, striv-
ing to have a conscience void of offense
toward You and humanity. May they
never forget all Your blessings and ben-
efits.

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
BLACKBURN). The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak in
morning business for 1 minute.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 31, 2019

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COSTS

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
there is too much secrecy in drug pric-
ing, particularly in who benefits from
rebates. Not all rebates are created
equal in the Medicaid Drug Rebate Pro-
gram.

Rebate obligations for brand-name
drugs are currently based on both
brand-name and authorized generic
drug sales. That means brand-name
drug manufacturers pay less in rebate
obligations.

The bipartisan legislation I intro-
duced with Senator WYDEN fixes this.
It ensures that brand-name drug manu-
facturers pay—like common sense
ought to dictate—brand-name rebates.
This reduces gaming in the system to
make sure authorized generics come to
market for a purpose related to patient
access, not just to lower brand-name
rebate obligations.

Transparency brings accountability,
and with transparency and account-
ability, the market works better, com-
petition works better, and in the end,
gets the price of drugs down.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

———

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
yesterday the Senate took a number of
steps forward on our considerable to-do
list for the week. We confirmed four
well-qualified jurists who are now our
country’s newest district court judges
and voted to advance the nominations
of 10 more—10. That is what you call
big progress for the Federal Judiciary.
Today, we are going to continue mov-
ing these nominations forward.

For too long, thoroughly
uncontroversial judicial nominees just
like these have been held up and de-
layed by our Democratic colleagues,
even when the vacancy qualifies as a
judicial emergency.

Uncontroversial district judges used
to be confirmed promptly in big groups
by voice vote. These days, in a kind of
protest theater, our colleagues across
the aisle usually insist that we hold a
cloture vote and then a rollcall con-
firmation vote on each one. But we are
getting the President’s impressive
nominees on the job one way or an-
other, and we will continue doing just
that.

Our work doesn’t stop there. The ad-
ministration remains in need of a full
complement of leaders at the Pentagon
and in the diplomatic corps. Last
night, we voted to confirm David
Norquist, the President’s pick to serve
as No. 2 at the Pentagon under our new
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