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For too long, sequestration has hand-

cuffed Congress’s ability to make in-
vestments in middle-class priorities 
that advance the health, financial se-
curity, and well-being of the American 
people. 

I am pleased that this agreement 
goes even further than previous budget 
deals by increasing nondefense spend-
ing by $10 billion more than defense 
spending. 

With this budget deal, Democrats 
have secured an increase of more than 
$100 billion in funding for domestic pri-
orities since President Trump took of-
fice. 

I am especially pleased that this 
budget deal will allow us to continue 
making the big investments in medical 
research conducted at the National In-
stitutes of Health, as well as the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, that will improve and save lives. 

Because of NIH funding, new treat-
ments have been developed that re-
duced cancer deaths more than 25 per-
cent over past two decades. 

Thirty years ago, HIV was a death 
sentence. Because of NIH funding, that 
is no longer the case. 

Because of NIH-funded research, 
deaths from heart disease and stroke 
have fallen by nearly 80 percent since 
1970. 

Because of NIH funding, we are on 
the verge of curing—yes, curing—sickle 
cell anemia. 

Consider this: Between 2010 and 2016, 
the Food and Drug Administration ap-
proved more than 200 new drugs and 
treatments for use in the United 
States; every single one of them was 
developed with NIH dollars. 

Congress has recognized the impor-
tance of NIH, which is why we have, on 
a bipartisan basis, provided the NIH 
with $9 billion in additional funding 
over the past 4 years, a 30 percent in-
crease in that time. 

This agreement will allow us to con-
tinue those vital investments. 

Most importantly, this agreement 
will help prevent another harmful gov-
ernment shutdown from occurring this 
fall. 

While not perfect, this budget deal 
will finally allow Congress to get to 
work on this year’s appropriations bills 
and invest in the programs that the 
American people rely on. 

I hope that my colleagues will join 
me in passing this agreement with 
overwhelming bipartisan support. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, all cloture time is 
expired. 

The clerk will read the title of the 
bill for the third time. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. WICKER. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 

necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from California (Ms. HAR-
RIS), the Senator from Vermont (Mr. 
SANDERS), and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Ms. WARREN) are necessarily 
absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
FISCHER). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 67, 
nays 28, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 262 Leg.] 
YEAS—67 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Jones 
Kaine 
King 
Leahy 
Markey 
McConnell 
McSally 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Perdue 
Peters 

Portman 
Reed 
Roberts 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—28 

Bennet 
Blackburn 
Braun 
Carper 
Cassidy 
Cotton 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Fischer 

Gardner 
Hawley 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
Paul 
Risch 

Romney 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Tester 
Tillis 
Toomey 

NOT VOTING—5 

Booker 
Harris 

Isakson 
Sanders 

Warren 

The bill (H.R. 3877) was passed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, 
when the Senate gavels out at the end 
of this day, Members will head home 
for the August work period to spend 
time with our constituents and family. 
I, for one, am eager to get back home 
to Texas and spend time with folks in 
about every region in my State. I have 
the honor of representing roughly 28 
million people, and it takes a little bit 
of time and effort to get around the 
State, but I am looking forward to it. 

I will have the chance to highlight 
some of the work that we have been 

doing here in Washington and, yes, 
hear from my constituents, my fellow 
Texans, on what they care most about, 
what they agree with, what they dis-
agree with, and everything in between. 

With the passage of this bipartisan 
budget deal, we have now taken care of 
our final piece of business for this work 
period. The funding agreement we just 
passed will provide stability for our 
Nation through 2020 and deliver on 
some of the administration’s key prior-
ities. It has been the result of extensive 
negotiations between President Trump 
and Speaker PELOSI and represents a 
compromise between two sides that 
typically don’t agree on much, and, 
yes, ‘‘compromise’’ is still not a dirty 
word. It is the only way things get 
done around here. 

Obviously, this agreement is not per-
fect. That is the nature of compromise 
and the hallmark of responsible gov-
ernment. By passing this funding 
agreement, we are avoiding the possi-
bility of a government shutdown again 
this fall. Instead, it provides us the 
time and space for wide-ranging debate 
about our government’s spending hab-
its. As our national deficit continues to 
grow, that could not be more critical. 

I was glad to see that through the 
President’s tough negotiations, it pre-
vents 30 poison pills—or policy riders— 
from reaching the President’s desk. It 
is no secret that our friends across the 
aisle have tried their best to eliminate 
the Hyde amendment, which, since 
1976, has defined a consensus that no 
taxpayer funds be provided for abor-
tions. That argument is over until 2020. 

We also know there will be no Green 
New Deal done—no undoing of the 
President’s regulatory reform through 
the backdoor. 

Most importantly though, this fund-
ing agreement invests in our military. 
If there is one priority for what we 
ought to be doing here as elected rep-
resentatives in the Federal Govern-
ment, it is to provide for the common 
defense and for our national security. 

This funding agreement provides the 
Pentagon with the predictability and 
flexibility they need in order to keep 
our country safe today and tomorrow. 
A predictable and steady budget gives 
our military leaders the ability to plan 
for the future and allows them to in-
vest in the innovative and cutting-edge 
tools our servicemembers need and en-
sure that when the call comes, we are 
ready. 

I was proud to support this funding 
agreement, and I am glad it is now 
headed to the White House for the 
President’s signature. 

f 

DEBBIE SMITH ACT 
Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, over 

the last few months, I have spoken at 
length on the Senate floor about a bill 
I introduced earlier this year to reau-
thorize the Debbie Smith Act—legisla-
tion to help us end the nationwide rape 
kit backlog. 

This legislation carries the name of a 
fierce and courageous woman—a sexual 
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