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addition, Dr. Wisdom has served on the fac-
ulty of the University of Michigan Medical
School's Department of Medical Education
since 1987 and has taught as an adjunct pro-
fessor in U of M’s School of Public Health. Dr.
Wisdom’s work focuses on health disparities,
health care equity, chronic disease, unhealthy
eating habits, and infant mortality, to name a
few.

Throughout her professional endeavors, Dr.
Wisdom has witnessed firsthand the impor-
tance of a diverse and inclusive workforce that
can provide equitable treatment to patients.
Dr. Wisdom’s exceptional efforts have been in-
strumental in improving the health of those
disproportionately affected by poor health out-
comes, and her work continues to make a dif-
ference in patient care. Dr. Wisdom’s passion
and professional expertise makes her an ex-
cellent addition to the Advisory Committee on
Minority Health, where she will assist the com-
mittee in discovering ways to improve the
health of racial and ethnic minority popu-
lations.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me today in congratulating Dr. Kimberlydawn
Wisdom on her appointment to the Advisory
Committee on Minority Health. We are grateful
for her lifetime of impactful work and wish her
many years of continued success.
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Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, |
rise to introduce a resolution to support the
goals and ideals of the American Legion on
their 100th anniversary. The American Legion
is our country’s largest wartime veterans serv-
ice organization and has advocated for a
countless number of veterans,
servicemembers, families, and communities.

Federally chartered by Congress in 1919,
the American Legion evolved from a group of
war-hardened World War | veterans to one of
the most influential nonprofit organizations in
America today. The Legion is committed to
mentoring youth, sponsoring beneficial pro-
grams in our communities, advocating patriot-
ism and honor, promoting strong national se-
curity, and continuing devotion to our fellow
servicemembers and veterans.

The nonpartisan, not-for-profit organization
has given countless hours of service and pro-
duced millions of dollars in donations at local,
state, and national levels. While American vet-
erans have valiantly served to protect our
country and interests around the world, the
contributions from the Legion assist these vet-
erans and their families during times of need
and stand behind the issues most important to
our nation’s veterans.

The Legion now has approximately 2 million
members of the Armed Forces and veterans in
its membership in over 13,000 posts world-
wide. A gift from the people of Indiana, the
National Headquarters of The American Le-
gion is located in Indianapolis near the Indiana
War Memorial Plaza. As the Representative
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for the 7th Congressional District of Indiana, |
am proud to have such an important and
meaningful organization, headquartered in In-
dianapolis, especially one that has done so
much for the well-being of our country’s vet-
erans and communities.

Among other notable members, three Hoo-
siers have served as National Commander of
the American Legion. Paul V. McNutt, George
N. Craig, and Frank |. Hamilton all served in
the highest echelons of leaderships at the Le-
gion as National Commander.

Paul McNutt was an American diplomat and
politician who served as the National Com-
mander of the American Legion (1928 to 29),
34th Governor of Indiana (1933 to 37), high
commissioner to the Philippines, administrator
of the Federal Security Agency, and Chairman
of the War Manpower Commission and am-
bassador to the Philippines.

Craig was the 39th Governor of the State of
Indiana from 1953 until 1957. A lawyer and
veteran of World War |l who was promoted to
serve as a division command staff, Craig first
gained popularity in the state as National
Commander of The American Legion (1949 to
50). Craig served four years with the 80th U.S.
Infantry Division in General George Patton’s
hard-hitting Third Army. He participated in all
the bitter fighting of the Patton campaigns in
northern France, in the Rhineland, in the
Ardennes and in Germany. Through battlefield
promotions he reached the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel.

Hamilton was born in Indianapolis, the home
of American Legion National Headquarters, on
January 6, 1923. He attended public schools,
graduating from Wiley High School in Terre
Haute; earned his BS degree from Indiana
University, and received his LLB and Doctor of
Jurisprudence degrees from the Indiana Uni-
versity Law School. He enlisted in the U.S.
Army Reserve in 1942, and went on active
duty later that same year. In 1945 he was
commissioned a Second Lieutenant at the In-
fantry School in Ft. Benning, Georgia, and
served with the U.S. Army of Occupation in
Japan. He was separated from active service
in 1946 but held his commission until 1953,
when he resigned with the rank of First Lieu-
tenant.

Hamilton was a practicing attorney in his
home community of Greensburg. He was a
member of the Decatur County and Indiana
State Bar Association. He served as chairman
of the Indiana State Veterans Commission and
as a member of the Governor's Economic
Committee of the Ninth District of Indiana.
Hamilton was extremely active in a number of
civic, fraternal, professional and service orga-
nizations including: Past Exalted Ruler, Benev-
olent Protective Order of Elks, Lodge 475;
President and Chairman of the Board of
Lambda Corporation of Sigma Chi social fra-
ternity; Chairman, Indiana University Varsity
Club of Decatur County; President, Decatur
County Bar Association, and Deacon of the
Presbyterian Church. He held membership in
many other social and fraternal organizations,
including several Masonic Orders.

Another notable figure in the Legion’s his-
tory includes former Marine Corps Lieutenant
General Carol Mutter. She is the first woman
in the history of the United States Armed
Forces to be appointed to a three-star grade.
She retired from the Marine Corps on January
1, 1999, and her last active duty assignment
was as Deputy Chief of Staff, Manpower and
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Reserve Affairs (DC/S, M&RA) at Marine
Corps Headquarters in Washington, D.C. Mut-
ter currently resides in Indianapolis, Indiana
and is a member of Legion Post 438.

Finally, | applaud The American Legion for
its more recent efforts in recognizing the mili-
tary contribution of African-Americans and
working to reflect that historical contribution in
their leadership ranks. For example, Willie D.
Ransom was appointed national sergeant-at-
arms of The American Legion on August 30,
2018, at the 100th National Convention in Min-
neapolis. The sergeant-at-arms preserves the
order at national meetings and performs such
other duties as may be assigned by the Na-
tional Executive Committee or national offi-
cers.

A Vietnam-era veteran, Mr. Ransom retired
from the U.S. Army as a master sergeant.
Willie is a member of Maj. Charles A. Ransom
American Legion Post 186 in Midlothian, Va.
The post was named in honor of Willie’'s son,
U.S. Air Force Maj. Charles A. Ransom, who
was killed in action on April 27, 2011, while
serving in Kabul, Afghanistan. Willie is a past
department commander of Virginia and has
also served as the Veterans Affairs and Reha-
bilitation chairman for the department.

| recognize the organization and its mem-
bers for their unrelenting dedication to improv-
ing the lives of servicemembers and veterans
across the country. With the American Le-
gion’s success depending on active member-
ship, participation, and volunteerism, | look for-
ward to working alongside the organization to
ensure another 100 years of excellence.

| urge my colleagues to join me in passing
this resolution to recognize The American Le-
gion on its 100th anniversary.
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Mr. CRAWFORD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Vermalene Smith of
Jonesboro, Arkansas, who faithfully served as
the Craighead County Veterans Service Offi-
cer the past 12 years. Without a doubt, our
country’s 18-plus million veterans would be
much better served if every VSO had Ms.
Smith’s knowledge, determination, and pas-
sion.

When | first took office in 2011, Ms. Smith
literally opened her office doors to my vet-
eran’s caseworker, allowing her to observe
and learn the VA processes so we could best
serve veterans in the first congressional dis-
trict of Arkansas. Since then, Ms. Smith read-
ily made herself available to my office, offering
us advice and direction when veterans experi-
enced complex issues or bureaucratic red
tape.

If a veteran had a need, Ms. Smith pin-
pointed a resource to fill it. She often located
suits or clean clothes for veterans facing job
interviews. She found places for veterans to
live while in transition, even contacting local
hotels to provide lodging. She made sure no
veteran was buried without a proper funeral.
And in situations where Ms. Smith did not
have an available resource, she organized ef-
forts to create one.
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