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have such a historically significant establish-
ment in Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District. 

Located in the Brookside neighborhood of 
Kansas City at 63rd Street and Brookside 
Boulevard, the historic shopping district was 
founded on September 1, 1919. Headlining 
the Country Club District Bulletin as ‘‘the first 
group of neighborhood shops’’, it brought a 
sense of utility and practicality. Construction 
for the Brookside Shopping District began be-
fore World War I and would be completed 
over the next decade. An innovative under-
taking that proudly followed the model of other 
developments taking place across the United 
States, particularly Yorkship Village, New Jer-
sey. Like the historic Yorkship Village of 1918, 
the Brookside Shopping District emerged 
steadfast in its goal to meet the needs of the 
community it served. In its founding, the dis-
trict consisted of grocery and drugstores, med-
ical offices, a community center, as well as the 
first southside police and fire stations, pro-
viding all the necessary resources for the 
community in a neighborhood-focused model. 
In the same spirit, one hundred years later, 
this welcoming and vital collection of busi-
nesses serves as a hub of a community and 
exemplifies a model neighborhood center. 

To this day, the Brookside Shopping District 
continues to add to Kansas City’s rich histor-
ical fabric by providing community members 
with a charming, diverse place to shop and 
experience the city’s history. Brookside is 
home to over eighty shops, restaurants, and 
offices; all unique while keeping with the origi-
nal neighborhood allure and design. Moreover, 
in an effort to further promote the interests of 
individuals and property owners alike, the 
Brookside Business Association, originally the 
63rd and Brookside Business Association, was 
founded in 1939. The association’s efforts 
have ensured the continued improvement of 
the district, making it a better place to live and 
work. 

Today, the Brookside Business Association 
is a voluntary organization that preserves the 
history of the Brookside Shopping District and 
neighborhood, maintains an aesthetically 
beautiful area for all to enjoy, and ensures that 
the historic community center withstands the 
test of time for future generations to visit and 
appreciate. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in cele-
brating the Brookside Shopping District’s tre-
mendous milestone of one hundred years of 
service to the people of Kansas City and rec-
ognizing the district as a model for what good 
urban planning and stewardship can provide 
to its citizens. 
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Mrs. TORRES of California. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to honor the accomplishments of 
Beverly Lee in 40 years of service to the Los 
Angeles Communications Center, or LACC. 

A Public Safety Operator at LACC is re-
sponsible for answering any and all 911, pub-

lic information, and allied agency calls in the 
88 cities with in Los Angeles County. LACC is 
the largest dispatch center in the state and 
Los Angeles County and answers an average 
of 7,000 calls a day, and over 10,000 calls a 
day during holidays, special events, or catas-
trophes. 

Beverly Lee’s journey at LACC began on 
July 23, 1979. Her younger brother was a dis-
patcher at LACC, and he encouraged Beverly 
to apply and test for a position. Beverly 
worked hard during her training and passed 
probation; the rest is history. 

Beverly’s career is historic in many ways. 
She was part of the last training class to docu-
ment critical information on cards and the first 
to learn the computer-aided dispatch system. 
Throughout her 40-year career, she has han-
dled innumerable high-priority emergency calls 
proficiently and calmly, being the voice of help 
in many hopeless moments. She was an inte-
gral part of rendering safety, service, and se-
curity to the public during the 1984 Olympics, 
1991 LA Riots, 1994 Northridge Earthquake, 
2000 Democratic National Convention, Y2K 
computer changeover, numerous LA Lakers 
Championships, the LA Kings 1st Champion-
ship, and many other notable emergencies. 
She has spent an untold number of holidays 
away from family and friends to assist others 
that need her help. 

Beverly has an excellent work ethic and dis-
plays it daily. She physically, mentally, and 
emotionally exceeds her job expectations and 
does it with a smile. She is a strong and dedi-
cated supporter of LACC’s training program, 
and her guidance has led to many 
supervisorial and managerial promotions. She 
has donated food, clothing, and monetary gifts 
to the homeless and to Hurricane Katrina Vic-
tims, and is an active member of ‘‘Team 
CHP’’, supporting the Revlon Breast Cancer 
Walks and CHIPS for Kids. Her infectious 
laugh contributes to the morale of LACC, and 
her willingness to go above and beyond is 
truly an inspiration. 

Beverly never imagined having a 40-year 
career at LACC, but has maintained her goal 
of having an excellent work ethic and a grate-
ful attitude. She says the most rewarding gift 
of working at LACC has been the friendship, 
loyalty, and support she has experienced 
here. Beverly’s heart and attitude are an ex-
ample to us all. 
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Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to highlight the important work of 
Sowing Seeds of Hope, a faith-based non- 
profit 501(c)(3) organization based in Perry 
County, Alabama. The organization was 
founded in 1999 by a group of mission-driven 
people, drawn together by a worthwhile vision 
for improving their community. Twenty years 
later, Sowing Seeds of Hope has grown by 
leaps and bounds, and now boasts a com-
mitted Executive Director, Mrs. Frances Ford, 
a hard-working staff, a board of directors and 

a task force of members committed to improv-
ing the quality of life for residents of this rural 
county in the Black Belt. 

One focus of Sowing Seeds of Hope has 
been providing low-income residents in the 
area with access to affordable prescription 
drugs. Rising prescription drug prices can 
often be prohibitively expensive for the un- 
and under-insured, but Sowing Seeds of Hope 
has worked to fill in those gaps by providing 
assistance to those in need. 

Sowing Seeds of Hope has a longstanding 
partnership with Samford University’s 
McWhorter School of Pharmacy which pro-
vides outreach opportunities within the Perry 
County community to emerging pharmacy stu-
dents. This includes access to diabetes sup-
port groups, cardiovascular risk reduction re-
search, hypertension clinics and opportunities 
to assist qualifying constituents to sign up for 
Medicare. 

Sowing Seeds of Hope has worked dili-
gently and successfully to advocate for the es-
tablishment of a DaVita Dialysis Center in 
Marion, Alabama. Since its establishment, the 
DaVita Dialysis Center has provided crucial 
care to the community. Thanks to the center, 
citizens no longer have to drive thirty minutes 
to an hour to receive treatment, helping count-
less individuals to lead healthier, fuller lives. 

On the educational front, Sowing Seeds of 
Hope hosts ‘‘Seed Camp,’’ which is a week- 
long summer camp held on the campus of 
Judson College. During ‘‘Seed Camp,’’ school- 
aged children from across the Black Belt are 
exposed to an array of stimulating subjects in-
cluding science, math, arts, cooking, recre-
ation and character education. 

Additionally, Sowing Seeds of Hope offers 
social services, including parent training semi-
nars, census counting initiatives and job place-
ment services, along with many other re-
sourceful programs. Their cornerstone offering 
is the ‘‘Self-Help Housing Program’’ which is 
truly unlike any other program in the state of 
Alabama. The program provides a pathway for 
low-income families to secure their own 
version of the American dream of homeowner-
ship. This is made possible through low-inter-
est USDA mortgages and the homeowners 
providing ‘‘sweat equity’’ by helping build their 
own home with the assistance of community 
members. Nearly 20 families have transitioned 
from substandard housing to high quality, af-
fordable homes thanks to the Self-Help Hous-
ing Program. 

The work being done by Sowing Seeds of 
Hope is integral to building stronger commu-
nities, economically and morally. In a county 
that faces extreme adversity, this nonprofit 
serves as a beacon of hope, letting the com-
munity know that there are people that believe 
in them and their abilities and are willing to in-
vest in a brighter future, not only for individ-
uals and families, but for the overall good of 
the entire community. 

Let the extraordinary efforts of this organiza-
tion continue to inspire others to be engaged 
in compassionate community service, making 
this state and country a better place, one day 
at a time. 
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