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a prime example of a public servant that 
wants to serve, regardless of party politics, but 
strives to make a positive impact in the lives 
of her fellow citizens. I have known Ernestina 
since 2011 when I was first elected to Con-
gress, and she has proved to be an exemplary 
member of my team. 

Congress is an institution devoted to serving 
the people, and Ernestina has exemplified this 
every day by meeting with veterans, immi-
grants, and Arizonans of all walks of life, com-
mitted to being both a voice and a resource 
for the people. We look to Ernestina as a de-
voted public servant, and it has been an honor 
to know her. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
GASTROPARESIS AWARENESS 
MONTH 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 6, 2019 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of the millions of gastroparesis 
patients from across the country in recognition 
of National Gastroparesis Awareness Month. 

This devastating digestive disorder can be 
detrimental to a patient’s quality of life, and 
current treatments are only able to help pa-
tients manage these symptoms. It’s for these 
reasons that I’m a proud cosponsor of H.R. 
3396, the Functional GI and Motility Disorders 
Research Enhancement Act. This important 
legislation would help to expand, advance, 
and better coordinate research activities on 
functional GI and motility disorders and sup-
port innovative approaches to educate patients 
and health care providers about strategies that 
improve care. 

In recognition of the plight of these patients 
and the uncertainty they often face, I urge my 
colleagues to join me in supporting efforts to 
expand research, improve education, and 
raise awareness by cosponsoring H.R. 3396 
and recognizing August as National 
Gastroparesis Awareness Month. 

f 

HONORING THE UNITED STATES 
NAVAL INSTITUTE AND JACK C. 
TAYLOR 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 6, 2019 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, in 1873 a group of Navy and Marine Corps 
officers founded The United States Naval Insti-
tute on the grounds of the United States Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. Since that 
time, the Institute has played a vital role in 
transforming the Sea Services from vocations 
to tried and true professions. The Naval Insti-
tute’s mission is to provide an open, inde-
pendent, and nonpartisan forum for those who 
read, think, speak, and write to advance the 
knowledge and understanding of sea power 
and other issues critical to global security. 
Constantly growing and improving, the United 
States Naval Institute will reach a milestone in 
its esteemed history by breaking ground for 
the Jack C. Taylor Conference Center, which 
will adjoin the Naval Institute’s headquarters. 

Following the bombing of Pearl Harbor on 7 
December 1941, Jack C. Taylor joined the 
United States Navy. During his years of mili-
tary service (1942 to 1947), Taylor became an 
F6F Hellcat fighter pilot and saw combat duty 
in the Pacific Theater from the decks of the 
aircraft carriers USS Essex (CV–9) and USS 
Enterprise (CV–6). He was a member of Car-
rier Air Group 15, led by the top Navy ace of 
all time, Commander David McCampbell. 
Group 15, which sustained more than 50 per-
cent casualties during its World War II service, 
was one of the most decorated combat units 
in the history of U.S. naval aviation. Taylor, 
who served as McCampbell’s wingman on 
several combat missions, was twice decorated 
with the Distinguished Flying Cross, and also 
received the Navy Air Medal and the Presi-
dential Unit Citation. 

Mr. Taylor served his country with distinction 
in World War II, returned home, raised a tal-
ented family and built a world-class organiza-
tion, ‘Enterprise Rent-A-Car,’ named after the 
famous aircraft carrier on which he flew. The 
late Mr. Jack C. Taylor and his family rein-
vested resources for the good of the commu-
nity and his family continues to remain com-
mitted to the United States Navy, Navy values 
and Naval causes that include the Naval War 
College, Naval Historical Foundation, U.S. 
Naval Aviation Museum, Friends of the Na-
tional World War II Memorial and Navy SEAL 
Foundation to name a few. The Taylor Family 
now honors their patriarch’s service to the Na-
tion as a naval aviator, an exemplary citizen, 
and a civic leader with the naming of the Con-
ference Center. 

In heartfelt appreciation of its many con-
tributions to the men and women of the United 
States Sea Services, it is my honor and privi-
lege before the 116th Congress to recognize 
the United States Naval Institute on the occa-
sion of its groundbreaking for the Jack C. Tay-
lor Conference Center, 18 September 2019. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
JEFFREY M. CICORA 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 6, 2019 

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
remember the life of New York State Police 
Sergeant/Station Commander Jeffrey M. 
Cicora, a beloved father and husband, and 
dedicated public servant, who passed away on 
August 10, 2019. Sergeant Cicora spent 24 
years on the New York State Police force and 
diligently protected communities throughout 
New York State. 

Sergeant Cicora was a lifelong member of 
the Central New York community and aspired 
to be a state trooper from an early age. He 
graduated from Auburn High School in 1983 
and then earned a degree in criminal justice 
from Cayuga Community College and public 
justice from SUNY Oswego. Upon completing 
his training in 1992, Sergeant Cicora was offi-
cially sworn in as a New York State Police 
Trooper. 

Sergeant Cicora was stationed at the 
Baldwinsville State Police Station for the ma-
jority of his career, but his duties called him to 
various regions in New York State. During the 
tragic events of September 11, 2001, Ser-

geant Cicora arrived at Ground Zero and as-
sisted with search and rescue efforts. In the 
six months following the attacks, Sergeant 
Cicora and his K9 partner, Devitt, deployed to 
New York City’s John F. Kennedy and 
LaGuardia airports to ensure traveler safety. 
Notably, Sergeant Cicora was awarded the 
Superintendent’s Commendation Award from 
the New York State Police for his efforts in the 
arrest of an on-the-run fugitive wanted for vio-
lent crimes. Sergeant Cicora and his K9 part-
ner, McGinn, were the first to respond fol-
lowing the fugitive’s attack on two people, then 
successfully tracked him through the woods 
and made an arrest. 

Outside his work with the state police, Ser-
geant Cicora was a wonderful family man. He 
deeply loved his wife, Valerie, and son, Jack, 
as well as all his extended family members. 
He was an avid outdoorsman who enjoyed 
spending time fishing and boating with his 
family. 

Sergeant Cicora served honorably and, 
sadly, contracted an illness stemming from his 
emergency search and rescue efforts at 
Ground Zero. It is essential our nation sup-
ports the brave individuals and first respond-
ers who selflessly acted on September 11, 
2001 without reservation. Many of these brave 
individuals, like Sergeant Cicora, have devel-
oped health conditions from their experiences 
at Ground Zero. We owe these individuals an 
enormous debt of gratitude, and with my sup-
port, the House passed legislation I cospon-
sored to permanently reauthorize the 9/11 Vic-
tim Compensation Fund. This bill is now law, 
but we must continue to support the brave 
men and women who responded on 9/11. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House to join me in honoring the life of Ser-
geant Jeffrey M. Cicora. A brave member of 
New York State’s law enforcement community 
who acted heroically throughout his career, 
Sergeant Cicora will truly be missed in the 
Central New York community. I ask my col-
leagues to keep him and his family in mind as 
we remember the contributions of this cher-
ished public servant. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF CAPTAIN 
AARON MARTINEZ AND HIS 30 
YEARS OF SERVICE WITH THE 
CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 6, 2019 

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Captain Aaron 
Martinez on his retirement and thank him for 
30 years of service with the California High-
way Patrol. 

Captain Aaron Martinez entered California 
Highway Patrol Academy on January 2, 1990 
at the age of 21. During this time he success-
fully graduated the Academy and was pro-
moted to the rank of Officer. His first assign-
ment was the Santa Cruz area where he com-
pleted his field training and was assigned to 
road patrol for six years. Captain Martinez 
spent two more years at the Officer rank work-
ing in the El Cajon and Rancho Cucamonga 
Areas. He was then promoted to the rank of 
Sergeant in 1998. He served at this rank for 
three years and was assigned to the Santa Fe 
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Springs, Temecula, and Riverside areas. In 
July of 2011, Captain Martinez was promoted 
to the rank of Lieutenant and assigned to the 
Rancho Cucamonga area. He spent seven 
years at the rank of Lieutenant before being 
promoted to the rank of Captain. Captain Mar-
tinez received his promotion to Captain in May 
of 2018 and was assigned to his current Com-
mand, the Barstow Area Office. Captain Mar-
tinez will be retiring with 30 years of service 
devoted to the State of California. 

I would like to thank Captain Aaron Martinez 
for his many years of service to the people of 
the Great State of California, and on behalf of 
the United States House of Representatives, I 
wish him the best in his retirement. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PRO-
TECTING INDEPENDENT CON-
TRACTORS FROM DISCRIMINA-
TION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 6, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, I in-
troduce the Protecting Independent Contrac-
tors from Discrimination Act, which would ex-
tend to independent contractors the same fed-
eral antidiscrimination protections enjoyed by 
employees. My bill would extend the following 
antidiscrimination statutes, which apply to em-
ployees, to independent contractors: Title VII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Age Dis-
crimination in Employment Act of 1967, Title I 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 
505 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Title 
II of the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination 
Act of 2008. 

In a Bureau of Labor Statistics 2005 anal-
ysis of the American workforce, approximately 
seven percent were considered independent 
contractors. That number has surely only 
grown in the 13 years since that analysis with 
the growth of the so-called ‘‘gig economy.’’ 
Independent contractors, who often do the 
same work as employees, have almost none 
of the same protections, including health insur-
ance, collective bargaining, retirement security 
and even antidiscrimination. My bill focuses 
only on discrimination, such as discrimination 
based on race, age and gender, from which 
every worker is entitled to be free. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LINDA BAR-
TON’S DEDICATED SERVICE TO 
THE WYOMING AFTER SCHOOL 
ALLIANCE 

HON. LIZ CHENEY 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 6, 2019 

Ms. CHENEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Linda Barton on her retirement 
from the Wyoming After School Alliance. 

Under her stewardship, the Wyoming After 
School Alliance has grown into a state-wide 
program that gives schools across Wyoming 
the resources they need to provide quality 
after school care to students. Linda has made 

helping Wyoming schools and students her 
life’s work, and she has made a lasting impact 
on countless children across the state. 

Again, Madam Speaker, I extend my con-
gratulations to Linda Barton on her retirement, 
and offer a sincere thank you for all of her 
hard work and dedication. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BRADLEY 
COUNTY 4–H 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 6, 2019 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to extend my deepest congratulations to 
the Bradley County, Arkansas 4–H Forestry 
Team and to Braden Harrod on their excep-
tional representation of the Natural State on a 
national level. 

Braden Harrod, Gregory Hilliard, David 
McGhee, and Madison McGhee, of Hermitage, 
Arkansas were named National Champions at 
the 40th Annual National 4–H Forestry Invita-
tional. Braden Harrod also won the high point 
individual award during the competition. The 
team was led by Coach Joe Don Greenwood. 
This is the third Bradley County 4–H national 
championship title since 2016. 

The national event featured skills testing in 
various areas such as tree identification, tree 
measurement, compass and pacing, insect 
and disease identification, topographic map 
use, forest evaluation, the forestry bowl, and a 
written forestry exam. 

Mr. Greenwood and these students exhibit 
exemplary work ethic and superior skill in 
preparation for this competition each year. As 
a fellow forester, it is a supreme encourage-
ment to see young Fourth District Arkansans 
nurture a knowledge of good resource man-
agement and stewardship. I look forward to 
witnessing the further success of these stu-
dents as they continue to represent our district 
and our state on a national level. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIAM 
DAVID (BILL) SMITH, III 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 6, 2019 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate the life of William 
David (Bill) Smith, III, who passed away on 
Friday, August 9th at the age of 94. 

Bill was born on January 16, 1925, in Hous-
ton, Mississippi. He was a lifelong resident of 
Houston and served his city as Mayor from 
1993 to 2001. Bill graduated from Ole Miss 
where he met his wife, Mary Liddell Smith. 
They were blessed with 3 children and were 
happily married for 71 years. 

Bill lived a life of service to his community 
and country. Bill was a World War II veteran, 
serving with the Navy in the South Pacific. In 
addition to his time as the Mayor of Houston, 
he was a founding member of the Houston 
Exchange Club, and the Houston Country 
Club. Additionally, he was the Minister of 
Music at First Baptist Church, the Chairman of 
the Chickasaw County Board of Development, 

a member of Houston Proud, the VFW, and 
the Houston Touchdown Club. 

Left to cherish his memory is his wife, Mary 
Liddell Smith; his son, David Smith; his daugh-
ter, Debby Freeman; as well as many grand-
children and great-grandchildren. 

Bill’s life was one of service, grace, love for 
his family, and community. He will be greatly 
missed by all whom he encountered. 

f 

GENERATIONS OF PASTORAL 
LEADERSHIP: REV. E.V. HILL II 

HON. KAREN BASS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 6, 2019 

Ms. BASS. Madam Speaker, I mourn with 
the family, friends and congregation of Rev. 
Edward V. Hill II, who passed away suddenly 
on August 12 at the age of 52. 

He pastored at both Mt. Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church and Spirit of Zion Church in 
Los Angeles, California, and thousands are 
expected to honor him at homegoing services 
to be held at West Angeles Church of God in 
Christ. 

Rev. Hill was the son of famed preacher 
and evangelist E.V. Hill, who Time Magazine 
once honored as one of the seven most out-
standing preachers in the United States, and 
who Ebony Magazine listed as one of the 15 
greatest Black preachers. Proud of his herit-
age, Rev. Hill had built his own considerable 
reputation and spoke frequently at churches 
across the country. His colleagues in ministry 
have noted how he took his father’s mantle 
and wore it with grace. Bishop Charles Blake 
noted that ‘‘My world is diminished since he is 
no longer in it.’’ 

From a very young age, Rev. Hill showed a 
strong interest in Bible study and prayer, and 
a commitment to church service and revivals. 
He grew up in Los Angeles and attended the 
University of Southern California, earning a 
degree in Communications with a minor in 
Spanish. Following his father’s counsel he en-
rolled in Pepperdine School of Law, but soon 
realized his true passion for the ministry which 
would become his life-long pursuit. 

That passion led him to devote his energy 
to learning every aspect of the Mt. Zion Min-
istry, then to the senior pastorship of Calvary 
Temple Pentecostal Holiness Church and fi-
nally, on his father’s passing, to take the reins 
at Mt. Zion himself in 2005. He sought new 
ways to engage people, and was known for 
his active music ministries and revivals. He 
brought creativity and dynamic preaching to 
his work to help change people’s lives for the 
better. 

I offer my sincere condolences to his family, 
friends and congregants. He will be remem-
bered for his compassion, his creativity, his 
powerful oratory, and his life-long dedication to 
preaching the gospel. 

f 

WILLIAM ROBERT RICKENBACH 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 6, 2019 

Mr. NORCROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor United States National Guard 
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