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Mr. Speaker, in closing, the bills be-
fore us today, I believe, and many be-
lieve, are harmful to American jobs,
Americans’ quality of life, and Ameri-
cans’ security. These bills, like quite a
few of the other bills passed by the
Democrat majority, will die in the Sen-
ate.

These are just more messaging bills,
but the message underlying these bills
is the false notion that domestic en-
ergy production is harmful. I cannot
disagree more. Domestic energy pro-
duction creates hundreds of thousands
of well-paying jobs, lowers electricity
bills, and prevents us from being de-
pendent on foreign countries for oil and
gas.

As The Washington Post opined last
year: ‘‘As long as the economy requires
oil, it must come from somewhere, and
better the United States than a coun-
try with much weaker environmental
oversight.”

In a bipartisan op-ed I have here,
written by Jim Webb, a former Demo-
cratic Senator, and Jim Nicholson, it
notes that: ‘“ . .. because of current
U.S. policy, major energy investments
are moving to countries like Mexico
where regulations could lag even far-
ther behind ours.

“Over the last four years, as we have
debated whether to open up carefully
selected new areas for exploration on
our side of the Gulf of Mexico, Mexico
has leased over 20 million new acres on
its side. The country’s total acreage
leased in the Gulf is now over 30 mil-
lion acres, double that of the U.S.’s 14.7
million.”

Utilizing America’s energy sources is
a commonsense step for America’s en-
ergy future. America must make safe
and full use of all of its energy re-
sources for our economy and for our
national security. Much of that energy
could be from offshore.

We should encourage an expansion of
domestic energy production, but, in-
stead, unfortunately, my Democratic
colleagues in the majority seek to
limit it.

There are numerous reasons why off-
shore natural gas and oil are important
to the United States and why we
should reject these bills:

One, 67 percent of the energy Ameri-
cans use in total oil and natural gas
consumption is expected to grow over
30 years.

Two, U.S. offshore has accounted for
more than 1 million barrels of oil per
day for the past 20 years.

Three, by 2035, the natural gas and
oil industry could create more than 1.9
million new jobs.

Four, there are 89.9 billion barrels of
oil and 327.49 trillion cubic feet of nat-
ural gas, potential energy resources,
yet to be discovered in the United
States’ Outer Continental Shelf.

Five, there is about $900 million an-
nually in funding for national parks
and conservation programs from off-
shore development through the LWCF.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘no’” vote on
the previous question, a ‘“‘no” vote on
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the underlying measure, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, my friend just said that
the three measures that we offer are
going to be dead in the Senate.

One of the regrets in this country is
that virtually everything that we are
doing in the House of Representatives
goes over to the Grim Reaper’s office
and dies on his desk. And that includes
substantial measures having to do with
prescription drugs, sensible gun regula-
tions, and a variety of measures, add-
ing up to close to 75 that are on his
desk now that could be sent to the
President of the United States.

I would imagine that we are going to
continue down this path of when we
offer sensible measures that will help
the United States citizens, that one
person is going to hold them up for
whatever reason, and that includes sen-
sible gun regulation, such as back-
ground checks that more than 90 per-
cent of the American people want us to
pass.

I don’t know how the Senate works,
but I do know that the Senate ain’t
working right now, and it is being held
up by one person.

Mr. Speaker, it is not enough to op-
pose drilling off one’s State’s coastline.
0Oil spills travel and climate change
knows no borders.

Our Nation’s coastlines are vital, rec-
reational, economic, and ecological
treasures that will be polluted by ex-
pansion of offshore drilling. Let’s un-
derscore that all of the drilling that is
going on in the Gulf right now is not
affected by this particular measure.
What we are saying is, no more. Please,
don’t give us your oil on our beaches,
BP, and others in that industry.

House and Senate Republicans can
stick their heads in the tar sands all
they want, but pumping more fossil
fuels out of the ocean and into the at-
mosphere will not sustain the Amer-
ican economy nor provide the eco-
nomic prosperity that will benefit all
Americans.

As I said earlier, I won’t be with you
20 years from now, but I can assure you
that during that period of time, we will
have electrically driven cars. We will
have moved substantially in the solar,
and wind, and thermal areas in this
country, and it will benefit us im-
mensely as well as benefit this planet.

I can’t imagine that we will have fos-
sil fuel in 2050, and I can’t imagine that
our children would not be worse off if
we did.

Now, one thing that you can be as-
sured, the people with the money are
going to control the deal. So when we
move to solar energy, the existing en-
ergy mongrels are going to be about
the business of owning solar energy. It
is just that simple. They will know
when the transition is going to take
place.

In the meantime, what they want to
continue to do, is to pollute the envi-
ronment that we live in, destroy the
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habitat of the ocean that is provided
for mammals that are there as well as
fish and a variety of other spinoffs in
our ocean activity.

We have polluted the ocean in a very
bad way in many forms. We don’t need
to add to that with further develop-
ment at this point.

I might add, America is the leading
producer of oil and gas in the world. We
are exporting oil and gas. Therefore, 1
don’t see that we are suffering a single
bit as we transition from fossil fuels to
solar, wind, thermal, and other forms
of energy that will be developed along
the way.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’” vote on
the rule and a ‘‘yes’ vote on the pre-
vious question.
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The material previously referred to

by Mrs. LESKO is as follows:
AMENDMENT TO HOUSE RESOLUTION 548

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 4. That immediately upon adoption of
this resolution, the House shall resolve into
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 4261) to prohibit the use of federal
funds for payments in support of campaigns
for election for the offices of Senator or Rep-
resentative of Congress. The first reading of
the bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on House Administration. After general de-
bate the bill shall be considered for amend-
ment under the five-minute rule. All points
of order against provisions in the bill are
waived. When the committee rises and re-
ports the bill back to the House with a rec-
ommendation that the bill do pass, the pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions. If the Committee of the Whole
rises and reports that it has come to no reso-
lution on the bill, then on the next legisla-
tive day the House shall, immediately after
the third daily order of business under clause
1 of rule XIV, resolve into the Committee of
the Whole for further consideration of the
bill.

SEC. 5. Clause 1(c¢) of rule XIX shall not
apply to the consideration of H.R. 4261.

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time, and I
move the previous question on the res-
olution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on ordering the previous
question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

——
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair



H7572

will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

————

HOMEBUYER ASSISTANCE ACT OF
2019

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2852) to amend the National
Housing Act to authorize State-li-
censed appraisers to conduct appraisals
in connection with mortgages insured
by the FHA and to require compliance
with the existing appraiser education
requirement, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2852

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Homebuyer
Assistance Act of 2019”.

SEC. 2. APPRAISAL STANDARDS FOR SINGLE-
FAMILY HOUSING MORTGAGES.

(a) CERTIFICATION OR LICENSING.—Para-
graph (5) of section 202(g) of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1708(g)) is amended—

(1) by striking subparagraph (A) and in-
serting the following new subparagraph:

““(A)(i) in the case of an appraiser for a
mortgage for single-family housing, be cer-
tified or licensed by the State in which the
property to be appraised is located; and

‘“(ii) in the case of an appraiser for a mort-
gage for multifamily housing, be certified by
the State in which the property to be ap-
praised is located; and’’; and

(2) in subparagraph (B), by inserting before
the period at the end the following: ‘‘, which,
in the case of appraisers for any mortgage
for single-family housing, shall include com-
pletion of a course or seminar that consists
of not less than 7 hours of training regarding
such appraisal requirements that is approved
by the Course Approval Program of the Ap-
praiser Qualifications Board of the Appraisal
Foundation or a State appraiser certifying
and licensing agency’’.

(b) COMPLIANCE WITH VERIFIABLE EDU-
CATION REQUIREMENTS; GRANDFATHERING.—
Effective beginning on the date of the effec-
tiveness of the mortgagee letter or other
guidance issued pursuant to subsection (c) of
this section, notwithstanding any choice or
approval of any appraiser made before such
date of enactment, no appraiser may conduct
an appraisal for any mortgage for single-
family housing insured under title II of the
National Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1707 et seq.)
unless such appraiser is, as of such date of ef-
fectiveness, in compliance with—

(1) all of the requirements under section
202(g)(5) of such Act (12 U.S.C. 1708(g)(5)), as
amended by subsection (a) of this section, in-
cluding the requirement under subparagraph
(B) of such section 202(g)(5) (relating to dem-
onstrated verifiable education in appraisal
requirements); or

(2) all of the requirements under section
202(g)(5) of such Act as in effect on the day
before the date of the enactment of this Act.

(¢c) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than the
expiration of the 240-day period beginning on
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment shall issue a mortgagee letter or other
guidance that shall—
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(1) implement the amendments made by
subsection (a) of this section;

(2) clearly set forth all of the specific re-
quirements under section 202(g)(5) of the Na-
tional Housing Act (as amended by sub-
section (a) of this section) for approval to
conduct appraisals under title II of such Act
for mortgages for single-family housing,
which shall include—

(A) providing that the completion, prior to
the effective date of such mortgagee letter
or guidance, of training meeting the require-
ments under subparagraph (B) of such sec-
tion 202(g)(5) (as amended by subsection (a)
of this section) shall be considered to fulfill
the requirement under such subparagraph;
and

(B) providing a method for appraisers to
demonstrate such prior completion; and

(3) take effect not later than the expiration
of the 180-day period beginning upon
issuance of such mortgagee letter or guid-
ance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. SAN NICOLAS) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. STIVERS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this legislation and to insert
extraneous material thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 2852, the Homebuyer Assistance
Act of 2019, would make a common-
sense update to FHA’s requirements
governing appraisals, to allow licensed
appraisers to conduct appraisals for
FHA-backed mortgages.

The current requirement for all FHA
loans to utilize a certified appraiser is
simply outdated as it was put into
place at a time when there were no
minimum Federal standards for State
licensure of appraisers, leaving con-
cerns about consistency and com-
petency across States. Now that we do
have minimum standards for licensure,
FHA’s certification requirement is not
only out of date and out of alignment
with Fannie and Freddie, it is also cre-
ating market pressures for lenders to
require certified appraisers for all
loans, even if they are not FHA loans,
just in case the mortgage switches to
an FHA loan midway through the proc-
ess. This, in turn, makes it harder for
licensed appraisers to obtain work at a
time when certain areas are experi-
encing appraiser shortages and when
we are already struggling to recruit
new appraisers effectively.

There is simply no sound policy ra-
tionale to explain why licensed ap-
praisers that are perfectly qualified to
conduct appraisals for GSE loans are
not qualified to conduct appraisals for
FHA loans.

This bill is supported by a broad coa-
lition of not just appraisal industry
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groups but also lenders and housing ad-
vocacy groups that recognize that this
is an unnecessary barrier.

I thank Mr. SHERMAN for introducing
this legislation and the Republican co-
sponsor, Mr. DUFFY, for his support for
this important bill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
vote ‘‘yes,” and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2852, the Homebuyer Assistance Act of
2019.

As my friend from Guam just ex-
plained, unfortunately, there are two
different standards between the regular
government-sponsored enterprises that
finance homes and the Federal Housing
Administration, FHA. Today, FHA re-
quires certified appraisers. This bill
changes it to certified or licensed ap-
praisers, just like the other govern-
ment-sponsored enterprises, to allow
the entire pool of appraisers in a given
area to be allowed to be used to ap-
praise homes. As my friend from Guam
explained, there are appraiser short-
ages in many areas around the coun-
try, so this will, I think, be very help-
ful.

This bill also requires a minimum
amount of training that is required by
The Appraisal Foundation or State li-
censing agencies in order to be an ap-
praiser that can appraise on FHA
transactions.

These changes, I think, will help ap-
praisers, and it will help make sure
that there is a quality pool of apprais-
ers regardless of whether somebody has
a regular government-sponsored enter-
prise or an FHA loan.

Mr. Speaker, we are excited to sup-
port this. This is bipartisan. I support
the bill, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
California (Mr. SHERMAN).

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Guam for yielding.

I would like to thank our colleague
from Wisconsin (Mr. DUFFY) for work-
ing with me on this bill, the Home-
buyer Assistance Act of 2019. He has
worked hard to ensure that this is a
collaborative and bipartisan process.

I would also like to thank the chair
of our committee, the gentlewoman
from California, and her staff for their
assistance with this bill and her sup-
port in bringing the bill forward.

There is no more important day in
the economic life of a family than the
day that they buy a home, and some 83
or 84 percent of those with FHA financ-
ing are purchasing their first home.
Appraisers play an important role in
the process.

This bill would change the rules a bit
for FHA appraisers so as to bring them
in line with the rules we already have
for Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, which
are the larger, federally controlled en-
tities engaged in guaranteeing or fi-
nancing homes, and it will deal with
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