S5374

in overcoming the terrible chapter that
was opened 400 years ago. We should
take pride that our American ideals of
equality and justice—mot the sins of
our forefathers—are the true, deepest
bedrock of this great Nation.

Today, with the Nation, Congress
looks back to 1619 and remembers the
size and scope of slavery’s stain on our
history. We mark this somber anniver-
sary with grief for all the slaves whose
God-given freedoms were so brutally
denied. We reflect gratefully on the
tremendous, rich contribution that
generations of African Americans have
made to this Nation despite this vio-
lence and adversity. We give thanks
that true American values slammed
the door on this unjust part of our Na-
tion’s history and continue to prevail
today.

——
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, morning business is
closed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Kelly Craft, of
Kentucky, to be Representative of the
United States of America to the Ses-
sions of the General Assembly of the
United Nations during her tenure of
service as Representative of the United
States of America to the United Na-
tions.

Mr. McCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL EMERGENCIES ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
begin this morning with some news for
my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle. As stipulated by the National
Emergencies Act, Democrats will once
again force a vote to terminate the
President’s national emergency dec-
laration. The provisions of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act dictate that
the resolution of disapproval be privi-
leged and therefore must be voted
upon.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

As everyone no doubt remembers, the
Trump administration declared a na-
tional emergency in February of this
year after Congress repeatedly denied
the President funding for the construc-
tion of a border wall that he promised
Mexico would pay for. A few weeks ago,
the administration released the list of
military construction projects it has
planned on canceling in order to steal
money for the President’s wall.

The President’s emergency declara-
tion was and is an outrageous power
grab by a President who refuses to re-
spect the constitutional separation of
powers. I say to all of my colleagues,
this issue rises to a large and vital con-
stitutional issue: Does our country
truly have checks and balances, par-
ticularly when we have such an over-
reaching President?

We all must consider the dangerous
precedent this would set if Presidents
could declare national emergencies
every time their initiatives fail in Con-
gress. It is outrageous. There is bal-
ance of powers. The President failed in
Congress. He didn’t say it was an emer-
gency then, but he used the national
emergency law, which is intended for
true national emergencies—floods,
states of war—and then overruled the
will of the people as voiced in the Con-
gress. This is so wrong. The President
has clearly attempted to usurp the
power of the purse given exclusively to
the Congress by the Constitution to
take funding from projects we have ap-
proved and give it to projects we have
repeatedly declined to approve.

This goes to our democracy. This
goes to how the Founding Fathers set
up that delicate balance. We have
never had such a President overreach
on an emergency basis. The recourse
for such a brazen power grab should be
an overwhelming bipartisan vote in the
Congress to terminate the emergency
declaration and reassert our constitu-
tional authority.

Most of my colleagues know this is
wrong. In fact, when we had a vote the
last time, 59 Senators—including a
good number of Republicans—voted
against the emergency. What adds in-
sult to injury is the President stealing
the money from our military projects
that protect our Nation, support mili-
tary families, local economies, and
local schools.

The Trump administration has pro-
posed pilfering funds from projects in
23 States, 3 U.S. territories, and mili-
tary installations in 20 countries, in-
cluding $80 million from projects in
North Carolina, $30 million in Arizona,
and even a middle school in Kentucky.
How do we say to the men and women
who risk their lives for us and whose
families sacrifice that the President is
taking the money away, and we are
going to shrug our shoulders—not this
Senator, not this Member and not, I be-
lieve, every Member on our side and
not a whole bunch on the Republican
side.

We need more people to join us. I
hope we will see an even larger major-
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ity stand up for both the Constitution
and the military and its Members and
their families. Democrats and Repub-
licans alike should vote to terminate
the President’s national emergency
declaration, and you can be sure we
will make sure everyone will have a
chance to do so within the next month.

If we don’t do it, how many more
emergencies will the President declare?
Whom else will he take money from
and to use for purposes he wants but
that Congress doesn’t and that the
American people are largely opposed
to?

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Madam President, on another mat-
ter, we have until the end of the month
for Members of both parties to work to-
gether to fund the Federal Govern-
ment, one of our most basic respon-
sibilities as legislators.

At the end of July, both parties came
together to produce a budget deal that
set the blueprint for negotiations this
fall. The same spirit of bipartisanship
is required to move forward through
the appropriations process, and it
starts with good-faith discussions on
how we allocate funding to 12 sub-
committees. To be successful, that
process must be fair, cooperative, and
bipartisan.

Under a partisan process, we Kknow
what happens. We all lived through it
just 9 months ago. The President de-
manded funding for a border wall and
then shut down the government when
Congress didn’t give in to him. Now,
just 9 months later, I read reports that
Republicans are considering going
down the same path again, potentially
risking another government shutdown
over the exact same issue. I believe
there is good will on both sides of the
aisle. We want to avoid a shutdown.
Certainly, Republicans learned their
lesson; it wasn’t very good for them
the last time. Both sides want to avoid
a shutdown and both sides would prefer
to have a real budget, not a CR. The
way to get that done is for both parties
to work together and keep the appro-
priations process bipartisan, not for
the Republicans to tell the Democrats
that these are the 302(b)s and this is
the order in which we will do the bill.
That is not bipartisan, and that is not
what the bipartisan agreement called
for.

BACKGROUND CHECKS

Madam President, finally, on guns,
over the August recess, Leader McCON-
NELL promised we would hold a debate
on gun violence when we returned to
Washington. Now that we are back,
Democrats will insist on holding Lead-
er MCCONNELL to his promise.

The debate on gun safety should be
our first order of business, and the
place to start a debate is a vote on the
House-passed, bipartisan background
checks bill. It is the foundation on
which most other gun safety laws de-
pend. We can’t make a real dent in pre-
venting gun violence without first
catching the glaring loopholes in our
laws that allow criminals, spousal
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