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at Ground Zero or in the Middle East.
Men and women, young and old were
stolen from their families, their com-
munities, and our country.

As she always has during our darkest
hour, this country came together in a
courageous way. We were one people
uniting to heal a terrible wound. May
we all strive today to soon find that
same unity—now, not just in times of
tragedy. Americans and her people will
be all the better for it.

May God bless the memories of those
who died on September 11, and may
God bless this great country.

STRIVING TO MAKE KANSAS A BETTER PLACE TO
LIVE

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker,
last week I completed my tour of all
105 counties in Kansas. I enjoyed meet-
ing folks of all backgrounds and learn-
ing about their passions, concerns and
what they need their representatives in
Washington to do to deliver for Kansas.

From Dodge to Topeka, Pratt to
Leavenworth, the message I heard from
Kansans is they want their way of live
preserved. They want their representa-
tives to fight alongside President
Trump, reduce Washington red tape,
and advocate for new and fair trade
agreements so our farmers can feed the
world.

For the most part, Kansans just want
a decent job with a good wage and a
fair shot at the American Dream. Aside
from the safety and security afforded
to them, most would otherwise be
happy to not have Washington involved
in our day-to-day lives.

Despite folks’ disagreements on some
issues, Kansans are a people who large-
ly agree on the importance of faith,
community, and hard work.

After completing this tour of all 105
Kansas counties, I have a greater ap-
preciation for the challenges of Kan-
sans of all walks of life. Each conversa-
tion was an opportunity to hear an in-
dividual’s story about the burden of se-
curing affordable healthcare for a loved
one, finding good workers to grow a
small farm or business, finding a home
to raise their family in, and protecting
and nurturing the communities they
love and cherish.

I don’t have all the answers or quick
fixes for our challenges, but I will con-
tinue to strive to make Kansas a better
place to live. Each day I am blessed
with the opportunity to represent Kan-
sas in Congress. I carry that message
in my heart, that we are the bread-
basket of the world and home to some
of the best, hardest working and most
decent people on Earth.

AMERICANS MUST REJECT A RADICAL SOCIALIST
AGENDA

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker,
last week a socialist senator seeking
higher office proposed increasing abor-
tions across the world as a way to slow
population growth and combat climate
change. Worse yet, he directly stated
that he wanted U.S. taxpayers to pay
for these abortions. As many Kansans
are coming to understand, this is just
one of the many disgraceful and dis-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

turbing socialist agendas increasingly
embraced by my colleagues across the
aisle.

There is no policy proposal at present
which more represents the Democrats’
quest for total control over every as-
pect of our lives than the Green New
Deal. This deal is nothing more than a
rebranding of overwhelming govern-
ment control under the guise of envi-
ronmental stewardship. Just ask its
sponsor’s former chief of staff who said,
“It wasn’t originally a climate thing at
all. . . . we really think of it as a how
to change the entire economy thing.”

The Green New Deal demands we
completely overhaul our energy and
transportation infrastructure, which
would kill the jobs of millions of Amer-
icans working in the oil, and gas indus-
try, manufacturing, and aviation in-
dustries, to name a few. The plan
would crush Kansas beef producers by
placing a hefty tax on our farms with
estimates costing nearly $2,000 per cow.
The Green New Deal would be the
greatest centralization of power in the
hands of Washington elites in Amer-
ican history.

But destroying America’s means of
energy and food production isn’t all
this radical socialist agenda seeks to
do; as we learned recently, the new
Democrat party’s to-do list includes
everything from banning private
health insurance to plastic straws na-
tionwide, positions numerous Demo-
cratic candidates for President have al-
ready endorsed.

Democrats want to dictate what you
can drink, how you drink it, what you
can eat, and where you can work, and
what healthcare you can have, all
while you are forced to pay for abor-
tions overseas. And don’t forget about
the proposed 90 percent tax rates on
Americans either.

We must emphatically reject this
radical socialist agenda and work in-
stead to implement innovative solu-
tions to provide for greater prosperity
and equality for all. Our children and
our grandchildren’s future and the fu-
ture of Kansas and this great Nation
depend upon it.

——
O 1030

MAKE HOMEOWNERSHIP EQUALLY
AVAILABLE TO ALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. RUSH) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to address how racially discrimi-
natory housing policy has contributed
to the unjust racial wealth gap in our
Nation.

Currently, Madam Speaker, 72 per-
cent of White households own their
own homes, while just 41 percent of
Black households do. The roots of this
disparity can be traced to the discrimi-
natory practices implemented by the
Federal Housing Authority, which re-
sulted in only 2 percent of federally
backed loans being issued to African
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Americans between 1934 and 1968. This
was a supra-classic form of kinematic,
organic, and institutional racism.

The ongoing ramifications of this
most insidious example of discrimina-
tion continue to be felt acutely by peo-
ple like many of my constituents. A re-
cent study by Duke University found
that the systemic denial of federally
guaranteed loans led to the widespread
use of predatory home sale contracts in
Chicago’s Black communities.

These contracts, Madam Speaker, led
to a situation where Black home buy-
ers paid, on average, over $71,000
more—I repeat, Madam Speaker, over
$71,000—for their homes than White
homeowners who had unfiltered access
to federally backed loans.

In total, Madam Speaker, redlining,
the practice of rating predominantly
Black neighborhoods as ‘‘high risk’ for
traditional mortgage lenders, stole $3.2
million—this is by conservative esti-
mates, $3.2 million—stole up to $3.2
million from Chicago’s Black families.

This is just one example of how
homeownership, a pillar of the Amer-
ican Dream, has been placed out of
reach of far too many Americans due
solely to the color of their skin. It is
incumbent, Madam Speaker, upon all
of us to make this American Dream
equally available to all, regardless of
their skin color and regardless of their
ZIP Code.

Fortunately, Madam Speaker, there
are steps that this Congress can take
to support Black American homeown-
ership. For example, as the Urban In-
stitute notes, factoring rental payment
history into credit-scoring models
could increase financial opportunities
for Black home buyers.

Passing the Home Loan Quality
Transparency Act, a bill I am proud to
cosponsor, will restore a critical provi-
sion of Dodd-Frank, requiring mort-
gage lenders to report crucial details
about their borrowers, including credit
scores, racial and ethnic breakdowns,
and other data.

Madam Speaker, $3.2 million stolen.

———

RESTORE TRUTH AND COMPAS-
SION TO IMMIGRATION DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. SuozzI) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SUOZZI. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to speak about immigration in
America.

My father was born in Italy. He came
to the United States as a young boy. I
am a first-generation American, and I
don’t like the hateful and divisive rhet-
oric being used about immigrants
today. I am appalled at the way my
country is treating the children and
families of immigrants.

My dad came to America in the early
1920s. He was the first of his neighbor-
hood to graduate from college. During
World War II, he served as a navigator
on a B-24 and was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross with three
oakleaf clusters. He returned home and
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graduated from Harvard Law School on
the GI Bill.

As a young, Harvard-educated lawyer
and Italian immigrant, however, my
dad couldn’t find a job. Italians were
not respected, and after Hitler teamed
up with Mussolini during the war,
Italian Americans were not trusted, ei-
ther.

My dad decided to return to Glen
Cove, where he teamed up with another
Italian lawyer, ran for city court judge,
and became the youngest judge in the
history of New York State.

My father achieved many other great
successes, and he would always say,
“What a country.” His life was the
very essence of the American Dream.

Our American Dream, however, is at
risk. It may soon be the American
nightmare.

Well, I still believe in my father’s
American Dream, and I am committed
to keeping it alive.

Immigration has been an issue for
decades, yet after all these years, Con-
gress has yet to pass immigration re-
form.

President Trump’s cruel, divisive,
and simply unworkable positions have
made things worse. His policies and
rhetoric have exacerbated the problem,
permeating a culture of fear that forces
many immigrants further into the
shadows.

I have been an advocate for fair and
reasonable immigration policies for
more than 25 years. As mayor of my
hometown of Glen Cove, New York, in
1994, I created the very first shape-up
center on the East Coast of the United
States of America. It gave newcomers
from Central and South America a safe
place to get hired and made sure they
got paid for the work they did. If they
didn’t get hired, they could stay and
learn English or new job skills.

As county executive, in 2007, I re-
fused to let ICE work with my Nassau
County Police Department because ICE
was acting like cowboys, drawing guns
and knocking down doors, intimidating
children and families who were not
even subject to their raids and all of
who together presented no risk of vio-
lence whatsoever.

Today, those same guys who gath-
ered on the street corners of Glen Cove
now own their own businesses and own
their own homes, and their kids at-
tended school with my kids.

But now, President Trump’s heart-
less immigration actions are sepa-
rating parents from their children, and
children are being housed in cages.

I have seen it with my own eyes. This
past July, I traveled to McAllen and
Brownsville, Texas, to personally in-
spect the detention and relief centers,
visit points of entry, speak with mi-
grant families, and meet with humani-
tarian aid organizations. My visit to
the detention centers along our south-
ern border was heartbreaking. I saw
men, women, and children being held in
awful conditions.

Our system is broken. These centers
are overcrowded, unsanitary, and clear-
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ly ill-equipped to care for people in
great numbers.

Meanwhile, the administration con-
tinues to promulgate more callous and
mean-spirited decisions aimed at fur-
ther attacking immigrants. Deporting
children with cancer and diverting
funds from military programs to build
the wall, including money that was
meant to go toward building schools
for military families, and keeping im-
migrant children locked in indefinite
detention are unconscionable.

These decisions endorsed by this ad-
ministration are not consistent with
American values. America is founded
on the fundamental principle that ‘‘all
men and women are created equal.” It
is not that everyone with a green card
or U.S. citizenship is created equal; it
is that every man and woman is cre-
ated equal and should be treated with
human respect and dignity.

We must continue holding congres-
sional hearings on forced family sepa-
ration; the detention of children for
prolonged periods of time; the decision
to end TPS and DACA, the Dreamer
plan; and the overwhelming backlog in
U.S. immigration courts.

We must also defund hate, as my
friends at Bend the Arc are advocating,
and set a floor for refugee admissions
at 95,000, as my friends at the Hebrew
Immigrant Aid Society are advocating.

In addition to defunding the hateful
policies of this administration, we
must also strive for comprehensive im-
migration reform that treats people
like human beings, lives up to the
American Dream, gives a path of citi-
zenship for TPS recipients and Dream-
ers, gives protection to millions of oth-
ers, and secures our borders.

Robert F. Kennedy once said, ‘““When
we tolerate what we know to be wrong,
when we close our eyes and ears to the
corrupt because we are too busy or too
frightened, when we fail to speak up
and speak out, we strike a blow against
freedom and decency and justice.”

We need to restore truth and compas-
sion to the debate over immigration in
America, and we need to do it now, be-
cause the promise of the American
Dream demands it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-

gaging in personalities toward the
President.
————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 41
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
[ 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CUELLAR) at noon.
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PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of Heaven and Earth, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

Today we remember a day 18 years
ago, begun in terror and violence, and
ended in heroic effort and courage. We
mourn those whose lives were snatched
from them, and wish to comfort those
left behind who still strive to cope with
their loss. May You, O God, give them
peace and healing.

We thank You again for the almost
universal, international response to a
great American tragedy, which all the
world recognized as theirs as well. All
Your children of good will could see the
horror of actions by men, who would
presume to act in Your name, causing
so much death and destruction. May
Your spirit of peace and justice con-
tinue to fill the hearts of people of all
faiths, races, and nations. Help us to
recognize Your creative love in the
lives of all who share this beautiful
planet.

Bless the men and women who serve
this great Nation in the Senate and
House of Representatives. May they be
reminded of the importance of standing
together to face the dangers presented
by America’s historical enemies.

May they be confident in the knowl-
edge that all Americans stand behind
them in their common effort to forge
legislation that will reflect the resil-
ient greatness of our Nation, protect
our democratic process, and build a vi-
brant economy into a safe and secure
future.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr. LEVIN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LEVIN of California led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.
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