September 11, 2019

I now have a flag hanging in my of-
fice with 2,977 names of those who per-
ished that day. Two of those names
were my friends.

September 11, now known as Patriot
Day, brought us together and unified
our Nation in defiance of terrorism and
evil. Let us continue to come together
and never forget that we are all Ameri-
cans and that we, here, represent the
greatest country on Earth.

———

RECOGNIZING ARTS IN EDUCATION
WEEK

(Ms. PINGREE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize Arts in Education Week.

As children return to school from
their summer vacations, I am reminded
that true education must go beyond
language arts and math. It must in-
clude daily access to creative subjects
like dance, poetry, visual arts, and the-
ater.

Ninety-three percent of Americans
agree: The arts are a vital part of a
well-rounded education, and when
schools make the investment, we see
ripple effects across students’ lives. A
student involved in the arts is four
times more likely to be recognized for
academic achievement; they are three
times more likely to win an award for
school attendance and are elected to
class office more than three times as
often as their peers.

We must do more to ensure every
child can regularly access arts edu-
cation. In the most recent appropria-
tions bill passed by this Chamber, we
included a $6 million increase to sup-
port Arts in Education at the Depart-
ment of Education.

I am proud to work with lawmakers
on both sides of the aisle to support
this program and will push to preserve
a strong increase in any final spending
bill.

———

LET’S PUT PARTISAN POLITICS
ASIDE

(Mr. BANKS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, it has been
almost 12 months since we reached a
new trade agreement with Mexico and
Canada. Both Mexico and Canada
promptly ratified the agreement, but
the House majority party refuses to let
us vote on it.

While it is a multinational agree-
ment, the benefits will be felt greatly
in my home State of Indiana. Forty-
seven percent of Indiana’s exports go to
Mexico and Canada, generating $18 bil-
lion in revenue for the Hoosier State.
American workers need this. Hoosier
workers need this.

Speaker PELOSI, please, let’s put par-
tisan politics aside and do what is best
for Indiana, for our country, and for all
of North America. It is time to find the
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courage to bring this trade deal to the
floor for a vote.
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REMEMBERING 9/11

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, the events of September 11,
2001, and the courage of the first re-
sponders who ran into danger are for-
ever etched in our minds and our
hearts. Nearly 3,000 people were Killed,
thousands more were injured, and for
many who were at Ground Zero, their
pain and suffering endure.

This year we finally made the 9/11
Victim’s Compensation Fund perma-
nent so that we can always take care of
our first responders, volunteers, and
their families. We learned many les-
sons on that day. Lessons in sacrifice,
sorrow, and bravery, as well as lessons
in national security preparedness and
foreign policy.

As we pause today to remember the
victims and all those who were im-
pacted by the attacks, let us also re-
member the lessons and maintain con-
stant vigilance in our shared national
commitment to never forget.

———

AMERICA WILL NEVER FORGET
9/11

(Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIDSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
never forget. In 2001 on 9/11, 2,977 peace-
ful people were murdered by 19 jihadi
terrorists who were recruited by, plot-
ted with, and were directed by al-Qaida
to commit evil acts of war against the
United States of America.

America is the greatest Nation to
ever exist. We must never waiver in our
resolve to defend our way of life. As the
world tragically learned on 9/11, terror-
ists should never be ignored or given
sanctuary to plan, prepare, or launch
their evil acts. As Scripture says, there
is a time for war. Following 9/11 was
such a time.

Sadly, America’s focus has long since
expanded from finding and eliminating
terrorists and those who give them
sanctuary. Great nations don’t fight
endless wars. If we are truly to make
America great again, we must be laser
focused. America does not negotiate
with terrorists or those who give them
sanctuary. There is no substitute for
victory.

———

WHEN WILL AMERICANS LEARN

(Ms. DEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 1941, H.R. 1146, and H.R.
205, three bills which will prevent oil
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and gas leasing on our Outer Conti-
nental Shelf, in Alaska’s Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge and near Flor-
ida’s Gulf Coast.

In 1969, America suffered a disastrous
oil spill off Santa Barbara. Two dec-
ades later, Exxon Valdez devastated
Prince William Sound. In 2010, Deep-
water Horizon ravaged the Gulf of Mex-
ico.

When will we learn? How much more
of our coastline will have to be ruined?
How many more local economies will
be shattered? How many more lives
will be lost?

Republican and Democratic officials
oppose the administration’s expanded
drilling plans. They know the health,
environmental, and economic costs of
oil spills and that those accidents
occur thousands of times each year.
There is no reason to take such risks,
especially when we have cleaner, safer
ways of producing the energy we need.

I applaud Representatives
CUNNINGHAM, HUFFMAN, and ROONEY for
offering this legislation to protect our
planet and in the spirit of Pennsylva-
nia’s Constitution, which guarantees
the people the right to clean air, clean
water, and the preservation of our nat-
ural aesthetic.

I urge Members to support these
bills. And I, too, say God bless America
this day and all days.

————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL OPIOID
AWARENESS WEEK

(Mr. GUTHRIE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize National Opioid
Awareness Week. My home State of
Kentucky has been one of the hardest
hit by our Nation’s ongoing opioid cri-
sis. Sadly, over 1,300 Kentuckians died
of a drug overdose in 2018.

I have been proud to work with my
colleagues on the House Energy and
Commerce Committee to combat the
ongoing nationwide opioid epidemic.
Next month we will honor the 1l-year
anniversary of the SUPPORT Act being
signed into law. This landmark legisla-
tion is already helping communities
prevent the rampant spread of opioid
abuse, but more work needs to be done.

Last month I visited the Customs
and Border Patrol international mail
facility located at JFK Airport in New
York. There I saw firsthand the dan-
gers of illicit fentanyl coming through
our borders. Fentanyl is a synthetic
opioid that can be so potent it can kill
anyone that comes in contact with it,
including our law enforcement officers.
I will continue to work with President
Trump and my colleagues to stop
fentanyl from coming to our country
and help stop this epidemic from harm-
ing our communities.
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(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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