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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, You are our defender
and hope. On this 18th anniversary of
September 11, we thank You that You
never give us burdens too great to bear.
Continue to remind us that eternal vig-
ilance is the price for freedom. Comfort
the families of those who died on 9/11,
surrounding them with Your mercy
and grace.

Lord, incline Your ears to our inter-
cession. Teach us how to embrace the
things that lead to peace, as You in-
struct us on how to fulfill Your pur-
poses on Earth. Today, use our law-
makers as instruments of reconcili-
ation.

We pray in Your
Amen.

merciful Name.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
BLACKBURN). The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business for 1 minute.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
REMEMBERING SEPTEMBER 11TH

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
the Chaplain opened our Senate in
prayer reminding everybody of what
happened 18 years ago today: a disas-
trous attack on the United States. So
referring to that same 18 years, I say

Senate

our Nation changed forever following
an act of cowardice from the enemies
of freedom. The events of September 11
have left an indelible mark on Amer-
ican and world history and certainly on
the lives of the victims’ families. We
pray now, as we did then, that God may
heal the wounds of those injured and
the wounds left by those lost that day,
that they may find peace on this sol-
emn day.

Let us recall the sacrifices made that
day to preserve our way of life and
honor each day the pledge ‘‘Never for-
get.”

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
E-CIGARETTES

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, this
week there was a significant develop-
ment when it came to public health
and our children in America. By way of
preface to what I am about to say, I
want to make clear that I have, during
the course of my service in the House
and the Senate, focused a great deal of
my efforts on tobacco, the addiction
that people have to tobacco cigarettes,
and the deadly consequences of that
addiction. My family has been touched
by it, as most have in America. I lost
my father when I was in high school.
He smoked two packs a day and was a
lung cancer victim. We buried him at
the age of 53. I remember it to this day.

I am not alone. Literally, thousands
of Americans—millions, perhaps—have
a similar story to tell. So from the be-
ginning of my service in the House of
Representatives, I started looking for
ways to deal with this scourge of to-

bacco cigarette addiction. Many years
ago—over 25 years ago—I introduced a
measure that banned smoking on air-
planes, and to my great surprise it
managed to pass the House of Rep-
resentatives. Senator Frank Lauten-
berg of New Jersey was on the Appro-
priations subcommittee with the re-
sponsibility. He took it on in the Sen-
ate, passed it, and we made it the law
of the land, banning smoking in air-
planes.

I didn’t realize—and I am sure Sen-
ator Lautenberg didn’t—that we had
triggered a tipping point or reaction
that led to banning smoking in so
many other venues. Ultimately, we
have now reached a point where no one
would consider walking into my office
and lighting up a cigarette or even ask-
ing for permission to light a cigarette.
It is just unthinkable. But 25 years ago
it was common. So things have
changed.

But what has happened is that Big
Tobacco, having lost its marketplace
position and lost its profitability, has
moved to a new product—e-cigarettes
and vaping. This company, JUUL,
which is the largest provider of e-ciga-
rette devices in the United States, has
a huge stock ownership in tobacco
companies. This is their new venue,
their new approach. But much as with
tobacco cigarettes, the vaping industry
is counting on addicting children so
that they can build their ranks, addict-
ing teenagers. Tobacco cigarettes did
the same with Joe Camel and the Marl-
boro cowboy, and now we see the same
thing occurring when it comes to e-
cigarettes and vaping.

The previous Food and Drug Admin-
istration Commissioner, Dr. Gottlieb,
characterized it properly when he
called it an epidemic. We now have 3
percent of American adults who are
using vaping devices, 20 percent of
America’s teenagers and children using
vaping devices. It is a new school year,
and many of these students are heading
off to middle schools and high schools
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