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with new backpacks and maybe new 
laptops and new lockers and new teach-
ers and new classrooms and new friends 
and a new addiction—the addiction of 
vaping. 

Vaping targets kids. They are intro-
ducing flavors that can be mixed with 
this vaping experience that appeal di-
rectly to children and teenagers in this 
country. How in the world can you 
imagine that someone who is a 50-year- 
old chain smoker trying to quit is 
going to choose a flavor pod called 
‘‘Unicorn Milk’’ or ‘‘Bubble Gum’’ or 
‘‘Gummy Bears’’? They are all out 
there. They are designed to lure chil-
dren, and, sadly, they are effective. 

For months now I have been begging 
this administration and the Food and 
Drug Administration to do something 
about this epidemic, and until this 
week they did little or nothing. But 
this week was a breakthrough. The 
Food and Drug Administration an-
nounced early this week that they were 
going to stop JUUL from advertising 
that their vaping products were a safe 
alternative to tobacco cigarettes. 

The reason is obvious. We have hun-
dreds and hundreds of vaping victims 
now showing up in hospitals. As of last 
night, the sixth victim in America died 
from a vaping experience. Why? Be-
cause they are ingesting into their 
lungs, in these huge clouds of vapor 
and smoke, chemicals that are killing 
them, chemicals that are stopping 
their lungs from functioning. They 
don’t realize it at the time; it is just 
another wild experience. They are told, 
by the way, by JUUL and others that it 
is safer than tobacco cigarettes. It is 
not safe. It is deadly, and it is an epi-
demic in this country. 

This week the American Medical As-
sociation stepped up its role, and I 
want to commend them. Dr. Patrice 
Harris, the President of the American 
Medical Association, released the fol-
lowing this week: 

In light of increasing reports of e-ciga-
rette-associated lung illnesses across the 
country, the [American Medical Association] 
urges the public to avoid the use of e-ciga-
rette products until health officials further 
investigate and understand the cause of 
these illnesses. 

She goes on to say: 
The e-cigarette-related lung illnesses cur-

rently sweeping across the country reaffirm 
our belief that the use of e-cigarettes and 
vaping is an urgent public health epidemic 
that must be addressed. We must not stand 
by while e-cigarettes continue to go unregu-
lated. We urge the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration to speed up the regulation of e- 
cigarettes and remove all unregulated prod-
ucts from the market. We also call on the 
FDA to immediately ban flavors, as well as 
marketing practices, that enhance the ap-
peal of e-cigarette products to youth. 

The Food and Drug Administration 
Commissioner has the authority 
today—before the sun sets on this 9/11 
anniversary—to ban these flavor pods 
that are attracting children and adding 
to this epidemic in our high schools 
and middle schools across the United 
States. This Food and Drug Adminis-

tration Administrator, Dr. Ned 
Sharpless, has the authority to take off 
the market scores, if not hundreds, of 
vaping devices that have been intro-
duced to the public after the official 
date of deeming last year. He can do it 
today. It would have a dramatic effect 
starting tomorrow. He could start en-
forcing it with the retailers across 
America if he cared and if he were seri-
ous. 

Now we have an opportunity to test 
him and to test this administration. 
Will they go the next step in warning 
America’s schools, teachers, families, 
and children about this epidemic and 
the deadly consequences of ignoring it? 
Will they take these products off the 
market this week? 

That is my challenge to them and to 
every American parent who dearly 
loves their child and cares about their 
health. I hope they will join me in this 
effort to urge this administration to 
take decisive action for children across 
America. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

with only a few weeks to go until the 
end of September, we have no time to 
waste when it comes to appropriations. 
We had planned for the Senate to con-
sider bipartisan bills from the Appro-
priations Committee as soon as next 
week and make significant headway 
before a partial interim continuing res-
olution becomes necessary at the end 
of the month. 

To this end, Democrats and Repub-
licans in both the House and the Sen-
ate, plus President Trump, formalized 
an agreement 1 month ago. It set up 
funding levels to inform the appropria-
tions process, and everyone on both 
sides agreed there would be no poison 
pills, no partisan wrenches thrown into 
the gears. 

Unfortunately, yesterday brought 
some disturbing signals that Demo-
crats may be rethinking that commit-
ment. New poison pills are apparently 
being discussed. But everyone knows 
what we agreed to last month. In fact, 
back on August 1, I asked consent to 
print the entire terms sheet that ev-
eryone agreed to in the RECORD. 

So I maintain hope that Chairman 
SHELBY and Ranking Member LEAHY 
can oversee a smooth process and that 
we can move all 12 appropriations bills 
in a bipartisan fashion. Both sides have 
every reason to want a smooth appro-
priations process to proceed as we had 
planned. I hope that is exactly what 
happens in committee this week and on 
the floor soon thereafter. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN BOLTON 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

on another matter, as he departs the 

position of National Security Advisor, 
I want to thank Ambassador John 
Bolton for his many years of valuable 
service to our country. Personally, I 
have always appreciated John’s candor 
and clear advice. He possesses some-
thing crucial—the ability to under-
stand the world the way it is. He knows 
that there are many threats to Amer-
ican interests and that those threats 
will not recede if we retreat. He under-
stands that American leadership is es-
sential to keeping these threats and 
enemies at bay and that our partners 
and allies rarely act without us. 

John appreciates the need to stand 
up to adversaries like Putin’s Russia, 
to approach them from a position of 
strength, and to hold them accountable 
for their lies and their misdeeds. 

I wish him well wherever his career 
next takes him. 

Of course, the President deserves to 
choose his own team, and he has as-
sembled a strong one. He and our Na-
tion are well served by leaders such as 
Secretary Pompeo, Secretary Esper, 
and Director Haspel. 

I hope the President selects a Na-
tional Security Advisor who will work 
well with these seasoned national secu-
rity leaders who have been chosen by 
the President and confirmed by the 
Senate. 

f 

REMEMBERING SEPTEMBER 11TH 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
on another entirely different matter, 
for 18 years today’s date has held a 
tragic meaning. September 11 is a day 
of mourning, a date stained by the ter-
rorist murderers of so many innocent 
people in New York, Arlington, and 
Pennsylvania. With each passing day, 
the reality is still shocking, and the 
wounds are still painful. 

Each year we remember the innocent 
men, women, and children who lost 
their lives: workers rushing to meet-
ings, vacationers headed home, emer-
gency personnel whose quick response 
immortalized them as heroes. Each 
year we honor the memories of the he-
roes who sacrificed their lives to bring 
the perpetrators of this evil to justice 
and to prevent similar attacks. 

Our way of life was changed by 9/11. 
It changed our approach to security. It 
awakened us to determined new en-
emies. 

The dangers of radical Islamic terror-
ists remain real. Al-Qaida, its enablers, 
and its allies still plot against America 
from Afghanistan and Pakistan to 
Yemen, Somalia, Libya, Mali, and be-
yond. ISIS persists in Iraq and Syria 
through an underground network of 
terrorists who have not yet given up 
the fight. We cannot walk away from 
these dangers. We must not leave our 
work undone. 

Many nations have a stake in defeat-
ing the terrorists. NATO allies have 
been with the United States since the 
early hours of this fight. Eighteen 
years ago, this critical alliance in-
voked article V for the first time. 
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Since then, many NATO partners have 
fought side by side with us in Afghani-
stan, in Iraq, and in Syria. 

We are not—and need not be—the 
world’s policeman. Winning this long 
war, like the Cold War, will require 
sustained efforts and contributions not 
only from the United States but from 
our allies and especially from local 
partners. For example, in Afghanistan 
the vast majority of the fighting is 
done by local security forces, but we 
must always remember the global coa-
lition to defeat the terrorists will not 
lead itself. 

So, today, as we remember the trage-
dies of the past, we must renew our 
commitment to leading the fight for a 
better future. Today, may the memory 
of the nearly 3,000 victims who lost 
their lives on this day in 2001 serve as 
a lasting reminder of what is at stake 
in the fight against terrorism and steel 
our resolve to continue the hard, nec-
essary work of defending our home-
land. May we always keep foremost in 
our thoughts all the U.S. servicemem-
bers, intelligence officers, diplomats, 
and first responders who have given 
their lives in pursuit of our Nation’s 
security. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that following 
the disposition of the Akard nomina-
tion, the majority leader and Demo-
cratic leader both have a minute to 
speak and the Senate then observe a 
moment of silence in remembrance of 
the events of September 11, 2001. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CRAMER). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

REMEMBERING SEPTEMBER 11TH 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, 18 
years ago today, on a cloudless Tues-
day morning, my city, our country, our 
world changed forever. In the span of a 
few hours, the Twin Towers fell, the 
Pentagon was hit, and smoke rose from 
an empty field in Pennsylvania. More 
than 3,000 souls were taken from us 
that day. 

I knew some of them: a guy I played 
basketball with in high school, a busi-
nessman who helped me on my way up, 

a firefighter I did blood drives with. It 
was one of the bloodiest days on Amer-
ican soil since the Civil War. 

Each year, we pause to remember 
that awful day. We mourn those we 
lost, but we also recognize, in the 
aftermath of September 11, the resil-
iency of the American people. The re-
siliency of New Yorkers shone through 
one of the darkest hours in our coun-
try. 

Looking back remains difficult even 
after 18 years. I ride my bike through 
the city of New York and every fifth or 
sixth street is named after a firefighter 
or a police officer who died, as are 
parts of Brooklyn, Bay Ridge, and 
places like that. I will never forget. I 
think of it all the time. 

The day after, when President Bush 
sent Senator Clinton and me to go up 
to New York in planes, we were the 
only planes in the sky. We were in an 
airliner that had us surrounded by F– 
18s and F–16s. When we landed, we went 
down to the site. The smell of death 
and burnt flesh was in the air. This I 
will never forget, a thousand people 
lined up—no one knew who had lived 
and who had died—with little signs: 
Have you seen my mother, Mary? Have 
you seen my son, Bill? 

That stays with me. 
I remember the generosity of New 

Yorkers. A man who owned a shoe 
store just north of the Towers gave out 
free shoes to everybody who was flee-
ing. Many of them had lost their shoes 
in the long trek down the stairs. 

I remember the valor of the first re-
sponders who rushed to the Towers. I 
remember a firefighter from Staten Is-
land, based in Brooklyn, who went to 
his firehouse, put his full gear on, and 
ran through the tunnel with about 60, 
70 pounds of gear on. It was his day off, 
but he knew he was called. He went up 
the stairs of the World Trade Center 
and was crushed when the Twin Towers 
collapsed. So there is a lot. 

Another way I think of this every 
day, as I am sure you have noticed, is 
that I always wear this flag on my 
lapel. I called on Americans to wear 
the flag the day after my having wit-
nessed the site, and I have worn this 
flag every day since. Every time I look 
at it, I think of those who were lost, 
and I think of the valor of New Yorkers 
and of the American people. 

For the first responders, this 9/11 car-
ries additional significance. A few 
months ago, some of the heroes that 
day were here in Washington to cele-
brate the permanent reauthorization of 
the Victim Compensation Fund. I 
thank the first responders who came to 
Washington and helped to secure this 
funding, especially those who are no 
longer with us—James Zadroga, Luis 
Alvarez, my friend Ray Pfeifer. Wher-
ever they are, I hope they are looking 
down with the knowledge that their 
brothers and sisters are being taken 
care of. 

God bless those good heroes. May 
God continue to bless this resilient Na-
tion. 

Later this morning, I will return to 
the floor with the Republican leader 
and my colleagues as we will respect a 
moment of silence in memory of Sep-
tember 11. 

f 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on a 
different subject, I return this morning 
to the topic of appropriations. 

We have until the end of this work 
period to figure out a way to continue 
government funding, and there is good 
talk of a short-term continuing resolu-
tion so the government doesn’t run out 
of money on September 30. Yet the 
larger question is how this Chamber is 
going to proceed or not proceed with 
the 12 appropriations bills that fund 
our government. 

Despite many disagreements between 
the majority and minority in this 
Chamber, the Senate has been able to 
produce several bipartisan budget deals 
even in the Trump era. The reason we 
have been able to do this is that both 
parties have been committed to work-
ing together throughout each stage of 
the appropriations process. Bipartisan-
ship—appropriations can only work 
with it and will not work without it. 

Earlier this summer, the Democrats 
and the Republicans negotiated the 
broad outlines of a budget deal in good 
faith. We allocated the 302(a)s and 
came up with a side agreement. After 
that, the very first step in the appro-
priations process is to agree, in a bipar-
tisan way, with the allocations for the 
12 subcommittees of the Appropria-
tions Committee. That is what we did 
in 2018, and I believe it passed the com-
mittee unanimously—or maybe with 
one dissenting vote. It was passed 
unanimously on a bipartisan basis. The 
Appropriations Committee passed 
those 302(b) allocations 31 to 0. That is 
how we thought it was going to work 
now, but already we are running into 
trouble with those allocations this 
time around. 

The Republican majority on the Ap-
propriations Committee has unilater-
ally proposed putting in an additional 
$12 billion for the President’s border 
wall, taking away $5 billion of funding 
for Health and Human Services—des-
perately needed programs like 
healthcare and fighting opioid addic-
tion and cancer research—and putting 
it into the wall. This is without our 
OK, without our acknowledgment, and 
without our acceptance. The Repub-
lican majority also reprogrammed 
funding from other sources and 
backfilled money the President pro-
poses to pilfer for military construc-
tion, which has affected, I believe, 30 
States. 

My Republican colleagues and my 
friend the Republican leader know very 
well this will not fly with Senate 
Democrats. We are not going to vote 
for a budget that is partisan and is at-
tempting to be jammed down our 
throats. It puts an additional $12 bil-
lion into the wall? Forget that. So here 
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