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open businesses of their own and 
changing lives for the better. 

Again, I would like to recognize Mrs. 
Gwen Braimoh and all the employees 
at Expertise Cosmetology Institute for 
their contribution to Nevada and our 
Nation and congratulate them for 
being named the Senate Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship Commit-
tee’s Small Business of the Week.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING RETHREADED 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, as chair-
man of the Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship, each week I 
recognize a small business that exem-
plifies the American entrepreneurial 
spirit at the heart of our economy. It is 
my privilege to honor a Florida small 
business that not only produces out-
standing products but also assists sur-
vivors of human trafficking by pro-
viding dignified work and a second 
chance at life. This week, it is my 
pleasure to recognize Rethreaded of 
Jacksonville, FL as the Senate Small 
Business of the Week. 

Rethreaded was established in 2011 
following founder Kristin Keen’s return 
from India where she worked with vic-
tims of human trafficking. Realizing 
that there was a need in her own com-
munity to provide opportunities to sur-
vivors, Kristin sought to create a safe 
haven where women could learn skills 
while also earning a living. Many Re-
threaded employees are survivors of 
human trafficking, and since its 
launch, Rethreaded has employed 40 
women. The company has raised aware-
ness about the horrific realities of 
human trafficking in the immediate 
community and beyond as well. 

Rethreaded sells conscious gifts and 
handcrafted accessories such as purses, 
scarves, and jewelry at its storefront in 
Jacksonville, as well as online. Their 
website not only provides nationwide 
customers access to their products, but 
it also serves as a platform from which 
they promote human rights issues that 
are foundational to Rethreaded’s pur-
pose. 

Over the years, Rethreaded has 
partnered with more than 300 compa-
nies, including Southwest Airlines, 
which provides airline seat leather for 
various ‘‘upcycled’’ products such as 
keychains and earrings. Since the be-
ginning of this partnership, Southwest 
has provided more than 5,400 pounds of 
leather to Rethreaded, saving 2.8 tons 
of waste from entering our Nation’s 
landfills. This partnership provided na-
tional exposure, but it was not the first 
time Rethreaded has received acclaim. 
The company appeared on ‘‘Project 
Runway All Stars,’’ an opportunity 
which gave their brand yet another 
chance to promote their mission. Addi-
tionally, Rethreaded has established 
relationships with numerous strategic 
partners, named Freedom Partners, 
which supply ready-made products 
from around the world. Selling these 
ready-made products in the Rethreaded 
storefront and online supports like- 

minded enterprises that also strive to 
end human trafficking. 

Rethreaded not only creates sustain-
able products for a good cause but also 
provides a supportive community for 
women who are in need of hope and 
healing. In addition to providing em-
ployment, Rethreaded has established 
programs to assist employees in the re-
covery process. Programs such as its 
warm-line telephone crisis support 
service, mental health group services, 
care management services, and indi-
vidual counseling services target the 
unique challenges facing trauma vic-
tims. 

Congratulations to Kristin and the 
entire team at Rethreaded on their 8 
years of service. I commend their ef-
forts to provide dignified employment 
and skills training to women in our 
community who have been impacted by 
human trafficking. Rethreaded is a 
great example of the positive impact 
social entrepreneurship ventures can 
have in our communities. I look for-
ward to watching their continued 
growth and success.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United 
States submitting a nomination which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate 
proceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:31 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 241. An act to amend the Bank Service 
Company Act to provide improvements with 
respect to State banking agencies, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 281. An act to amend the Federal Re-
serve Act to require Federal Reserve banks 
to interview at least one individual reflec-
tive of gender diversity and one individual 
reflective of racial or ethnic diversity when 
appointing Federal Reserve bank presidents, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1690. An act to require carbon mon-
oxide alarms or detectors in certain feder-
ally assisted housing, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2852. An act to amend the National 
Housing Act to authorize State-licensed ap-
praisers to conduct appraisals in connection 
with mortgages insured by the FHA and to 
require compliance with the existing ap-
praiser education requirement, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 3620. An act to provide rental assist-
ance to low-income tenants in certain multi-

family rural housing projects financed by the 
Rural Housing Service of the Department of 
Agriculture, and to develop and implement a 
plan for preserving the affordability of rural 
rental housing, and for other purposes. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The President pro tempore (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) announced that on today, 
September 11, 2019, he has signed the 
following enrolled bill, which was pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the 
House: 

H.R. 831. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Transportation to request nominations for 
and make determinations regarding roads to 
be designated under the national scenic by-
ways program, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 241. An act to amend the Bank Service 
Company Act to provide improvements with 
respect to State banking agencies, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 281. An act to amend the Federal Re-
serve Act to require Federal Reserve banks 
to interview at least one individual reflec-
tive of gender diversity and one individual 
reflective of racial or ethnic diversity when 
appointing Federal Reserve bank presidents, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 1690. An act to require carbon mon-
oxide alarms or detectors in certain feder-
ally assisted housing, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 2852. An act to amend the National 
Housing Act to authorize State-licensed ap-
praisers to conduct appraisals in connection 
with mortgages insured by the FHA and to 
require compliance with the existing ap-
praiser education requirement, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 3620. An act to provide rental assist-
ance to low-income tenants in certain multi-
family rural housing projects financed by the 
Rural Housing Service of the Department of 
Agriculture, and to develop and implement a 
plan for preserving the affordability of rural 
rental housing, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2482. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Abamectin; Pesticide Tolerances’’ 
(FRL No. 9998–21) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on September 6, 2019; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–2483. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Alcohols, C2–33, Manuf. of By-prod-
ucts from, Overheads; Exemption from the 
Requirement of a Tolerance’’ (FRL No. 9998– 
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