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the Robert S. Thurman American Legion Post 
13. 

In 1919, 100 years ago and shortly after the 
conclusion of the first World War, members of 
the U.S. Army’s American Expeditionary 
Forces founded the American Legion. Over 
the past century, the American Legion has 
brought veterans in their local communities to-
gether and has been a strong advocate for 
veterans issues on Capitol Hill. In its infancy, 
only a few posts across the United States 
were formed, one of those posts was the Rob-
ert S. Thurman American Legion Post 13 lo-
cated in Joplin, Missouri. 

Today, Joplin Post 13 celebrates its 100th 
anniversary. It has the honor of being one of 
only a handful of American Legion posts to 
turn 100. Its 100-year history hasn’t been with-
out its ups and downs. At its peak in the ’50s, 
the post had upwards of 500 members. Just a 
few years ago, the post’s membership 
dropped to fewer than 30 members. Today, 
the post is experiencing a resurgence of mem-
bership and currently has about 250 members. 

With this resurgence in membership, funds 
going to Post 13’s activities have increased. 
The post is now able to hold an annual vet-
erans expo, operate an honor guard to attend 
the funerals of local veterans, has created an 
endowment for nursing students at Missouri 
Southern State University and sponsors the 
Missouri Boys State program and the Missouri 
Cadet Patrol Academy. For 100 years, Post 
13 has brought veterans in the Joplin area to-
gether in service to their fellow veterans and 
their local community. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and the rest 
of this body join me in congratulating the Rob-
ert S. Thurman American Legion Post 13 on 
100 years of fraternity and service to the vet-
erans of southwest Missouri. 
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HONORING ROWAN LITTLE 
LEAGUE’S VICTORY IN THE LIT-
TLE LEAGUE SOFTBALL WORLD 
SERIES CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 12, 2019 

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Rowan Little League’s victory in the 
Little League Softball World Series Champion-
ship. Rowan Little League is based out of the 
City of Salisbury, located in North Carolina’s 
8th Congressional District. 

Rowan Little League defeated Eastbank Lit-
tle League 4–1 on August 14, 2019 in the 
championship game at Alenrose Stadium in 
Portland, Oregon. This marks Rowan’s fourth 
trip to the World Series in the past five sea-
sons and is their second title, an extraordinary 
accomplishment for the perennially successful 
program. 

Under the direction of Coach Steve Yang, 
the program has exemplified the very best of 
North Carolina through tenacity and persever-
ance. Rowan far exceeded expectations this 
summer and enjoyed a perfect 17–0 record, 
including 7–0 in World Series play. 

I know I speak for our entire community in 
offering my most heartfelt congratulations to 
the exemplary young women of Rowan Little 
League. These young leaders are the heart 
and soul of our community and I couldn’t be 
more proud. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
celebrating Rowan Little League’s victory in 
the Little League Softball World Series Cham-
pionship. 
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CONGRATULATING BEACON COL-
LEGE FOR 30 YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2019 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I am pleased to congratulate Beacon College 
for 30 years of service to students. A quality 
education can change a life. It unlocks the 
door of opportunity and success and equips 
children to achieve their dream. 

For thirty years, Beacon College has been a 
pioneer in providing students with learning dif-
ferences and disabilities with a high-quality 
college experience. It is committed to student 
success and provides accredited Associate in 
Arts and Bachelor of Arts degree programs to 
its students. 

Their results are clear with 70 percent on- 
time graduation rates and a 1-year average for 
students completing their degrees in four 
years. This is almost double the 10-year na-
tional average for all students. 

Beacon College is the only institution of 
higher education nationwide to serve with this 
exclusive mission. Under College President, 
George Hagerty’s leadership, the faculty and 
teachers at Beacon College are passionate 
and committed to providing every student with 
the specialized attention they need to cultivate 
success. Recently, Beacon College was 
ranked as Number One on the prestigious 
Peterson ranking of the top 20 colleges for 
students with learning disabilities. 

Beacon College not only equips students 
with academic knowledge, they also are dedi-
cated to coaching students in the skills nec-
essary to find and retain employment. It is my 
honor to congratulate Beacon College, Dr. 
Hagerty and the faculty and staff on reaching 
this service milestone. May you continue to 
serve these special students and equip them 
with the knowledge and skills to achieve their 
dreams. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2019 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, I 
was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted NAY on Roll Call 
No. 525. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF EMMA BRUTON TERRY 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2019 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, today I rise to honor the extraordinary life 

and legacy of Emma Bruton Terry, who 
passed away on September 8, 2019 at the 
age of 92. 

After spending her formative years in Win-
ston-Salem, North Carolina, Emma moved to 
Buffalo in 1952, and graduated from Bryant 
and Stratton College. 

Emma then met and married her first love, 
the late Isiah Terry. From this union came five 
beautiful children, the keystone of her legacy. 
She was both a loving spouse and a caring 
mother. 

No stranger to hard work, Emma was em-
ployed at many local small businesses includ-
ing New York Lerner Shops, the Medical 
Records Department at Children’s Hospital, 
Saturn Ring Company, and lastly the Buffalo 
China Company from which she retired in 
1992. 

Emma was the epitome of a dedicated 
mother, and a true steward of her community. 
Throughout her life she garnered many 
awards in honor of this yearning penchant to 
help. 

To those that knew her best, her family and 
loved ones, Emma will always be memorial-
ized as a committed parent and a loving 
friend. In their hearts she will be remembered 
as a Jazzy Stepper, and simply a kind soul. 

Madam Speaker, thank you for allowing me 
a few moments to honor a woman who was 
beloved in my hometown of Buffalo, New 
York. May Emma’s memory live on in the 
hearts of all who knew and loved her. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, on Sep-
tember 11, 2019, I was unable to attend a 
vote because I was attending to official busi-
ness. Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 523. 
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RECOGNIZING JIM BYRUM FOR HIS 
SERVICE AS PRESIDENT OF THE 
MICHIGAN AGRI-BUSINESS ASSO-
CIATION 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 12, 2019 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it’s my 
honor to recognize Jim Byrum for his service 
as President the Michigan Agri-Business As-
sociation. Through his exceptional leadership 
and steadfast devotion to educational excel-
lence, Jim has become an indispensable part 
of the state of Michigan. 

Jim grew up on his family’s farm near Onon-
daga and was raised in the same house 
where his grandfather was born in 1889. 
Throughout his career he stayed close to his 
agricultural roots, serving as Executive Direc-
tor of the Michigan Bean Commission and the 
State Executive Director of Michigan’s Farm 
Service Agency before eventually becoming 
the President of the Michigan Agri-Business 
Association (MABA)—a nonprofit organization 
of approximately 500 members from every 
part of the agricultural sector in Michigan. 
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