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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Holy God, Your goodness extends to
all generations. Thank You that You
can be found by all who truly seek You.
You are our God, and we trust Your
love, wisdom, and power.

Lord, guide our Senators to protect
our goodly heritage of freedom, using
them to defend our Constitution from
all enemies, foreign and domestic.

Please, God, hear our fervent pray-
ers, for You are our refuge and
strength.

Cause us to live now as we shall wish
we had done when our time comes to
die.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
BLACKBURN). The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask unanimous
consent to speak in morning business
for 90 seconds.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CENTRAL COLLEGE TUITION
REDUCTION

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
have two points I would like to make.
I have three bills designed to help stu-
dents better understand the actual cost
of college because it is kind of a com-
plicated thing to determine because
there is not enough transparency.

Senate

Colleges tend to think that having a
high tuition is a reflection of quality,
which just means that they all have to
offer more scholarships. Between that
and the complexity of Federal student
aid, price shopping for college is very
difficult and some people might think
impossible. That is why I was glad to
learn that one of Iowa’s well-respected
private colleges, Central College in
Pella, IA, has lowered its tuition from
$38,600 a year to $18,600 to better reflect
the actual cost. Yes, that is right—
they reduced their college tuition by
$20,000 a year. Maybe Pella Central Col-
lege will start a trend.

————
REMEMBERING CHUCK GEERTZ

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
on another point, Iowans, and particu-
larly veterans, mourn the loss of Chuck
Geertz of Muscatine. Sergeant First
Class Geertz was an Active-Duty serv-
icemember for 23 years but continued
to serve his Nation after his retirement
in 2009, and this is how he did it:
through establishing an organization
in 2008 called Healing at English River
Outfitters or, as he established the ac-
ronym, HERO. That organization does
great good. It provides veterans and
their families with relaxing outdoor
activities for physical and mental heal-
ing.

Chuck is remembered for his caring
spirit and dedication to his community
and, most important, his fellow vet-
erans. While he will be missed, his leg-
acy of community service will con-
tinue.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

——
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Michelle Bow-
man, of Kansas, to be a Member of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System for a term of fourteen
years from February 1, 2020. (Re-
appointment)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota.

SOUTH DAKOTA

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, it
was a good August. While I head back
to South Dakota almost every week-
end, August gives me the chance to
spend multiple uninterrupted weeks
back home visiting with South Dako-
tans and traveling to the far corners of
the State.

August is also fair season in South
Dakota, and there is nothing better
than a South Dakota fair. This year I
got to attend the South Dakota State
Fair, the Brown County Fair, the Sioux
Empire Fair, the Turner County Fair,
and the McCook County Fair, to name
a few on the list. As usual, I had a
great time at all of them. Of course,
the people are the best part of the fair,
although I have to say that the fair
food is not far behind. I am still enjoy-
ing at this late date the Tubby Burger
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