September 12, 2019

you think that is a swell idea, I want
you to close your eyes for a minute and
imagine living in a world designed by
the post office because that is what
you are going to get.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RETURN OF PAPERS REQUEST—S. 1790

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, as
if in legislative session, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Secretary of the
Senate be authorized to request from
the House of Representatives the re-
turn of the papers to S. 1790 to provide
for a correction. I further ask that if
the House agrees to the Senate’s re-
quest, upon receipt of the papers from
the House in the Senate, notwith-
standing passage of the bill, the
amendment at the desk be agreed to
and the papers be returned to the
House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Bowman nomination?

Mr. KENNEDY. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS),
and the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea’ and the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from Delaware (Mr.
CoONS), the Senator from California
(Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), and the
Senator from Massachusetts (Ms. WAR-
REN) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 60,
nays 31, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 280 Ex.]

YEAS—60
Barrasso Boozman Carper
Bennet Braun Cassidy
Blackburn Burr Collins
Blunt Capito Cornyn

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Cotton Isakson Romney
Cramer Johnson Rounds
Crapo Jones Sasse
Cruz Kaine Scott (FL)
Daines Kennedy Scott (SC)
Enzi Lankford Shaheen
Ernst Lee Shelby
Fischer Manchin Sinema
Gardner McConnell Sullivan
Graham McSally Tester
Grassley Moran Thune
Hassan Murkowski Tillis
Hawley Perdue Toomey
Hoeven Peters Warner
Hyde-Smith Portman Wicker
Inhofe Risch Young
NAYS—31
Baldwin Heinrich Rosen
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Leahy Smith
Cardin Markey Stabenow
Casey Menendez Udall
Cortez Masto Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Murphy Whitehouse
Durbin Murray Wyden
Feinstein Paul
Gillibrand Reed
NOT VOTING—9

Alexander Harris Rubio
Booker Klobuchar Sanders
Coons Roberts Warren

The nomination was confirmed.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report the next nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Jennifer D. Nordquist, of Vir-
ginia, to be United States Executive
Director of the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development for a
term of two years.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Nordquist nomination?

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Thomas Peter Feddo, of Vir-
ginia, to be Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury for Investment Security.
(New Position)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

END CHILD TRAFFICKING NOW ACT

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, this is not the first time I have
come to the floor to discuss a situation
that is on our Nation’s southern border
and the need that we as a country have
for a stronger, more efficient immaigra-
tion policy. I have made more than one
trip to South Texas this year, and each
time I have returned, I have found my-
self more motivated to cut through the
noise, and to get something done.

S5461

What should be a practical policy dis-
cussion has, unfortunately, turned po-
litical, and very real problems have
compounded into an unprecedented cri-
sis.

Within these Halls, we have debates
over asylum caps and visa require-
ments. They are indeed important
issues, but recent reports on the explo-
sion of human rights violations per-
petrated by cartels, coyotes, and inter-
national gangs have added some much
needed context to these debates.

By now, we have all heard how dan-
gerous the journey to our southern bor-
der can be for those who are being
brought forward by cartels, coyotes,
and international gangs. Traffickers
have really built a big business—a very
big and profitable business—on moving
drugs and desperate human cargo
across the border. Sometimes these in-
dividuals make it, and sometimes the
guides leave their charges to die—to
die alone in the desert. Rumors of
abuse, assault, and gang rape have
manifested and been proven true. Bor-
der Patrol agents at most ports of
entry administer pregnancy tests to
girls as young as 12 years of age.

While we waste time arguing over
talking points, monsters—absolute
monsters—are dragging children into
the crosshairs of an international cri-
sis. While we debate the best way to
amend our loose asylum laws, traf-
fickers are finding ways to exploit
those laws, using children to force
their way back and forth across the
border under the guise of parental le-
gitimacy.

‘“Child recycling”’ is a crude term but
an accurate term, and we define it as
when a minor is used more than once
by alien adults who are neither rel-
atives nor legal guardians but pose as
family members for the purposes of
crossing the border. How despicable
and how very selfish of them. Child-re-
cycling isn’t a myth, unfortunately. It
is not an urban legend. It is a definite,
well-defined, clear and present danger.

DHS has uncovered more than 5,500
fraudulent asylum claims since May of
2018. I want you to think about that
number—>5,500 fraudulent asylum
claims since May of 2018. Customs and
Border Patrol tells us that unaccom-
panied minors are particularly vulner-
able to trafficking and that drug run-
ners and sex predators are rolling the
dice on these fraudulent asylum claims
to move their products—which, bear in
mind, are people and drugs—to move
them more efficiently.

Earlier this year, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement introduced a
pilot program they believed would help
determine how serious the child recy-
cling problem is. They began admin-
istering DNA tests on all adults accom-
panied by minors who claimed a famil-
ial relationship but lacked the paper-
work to prove this relationship. As a
safeguard, all swabs were destroyed,
and no genetic profiles were collected
or stored. The purpose was solely to
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