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RECOGNIZING THE LAUNCH OF
THE 50TH UPWARD ACADEMY AT
THE TYSON FOODS PLANT IN
ZEELAND, MI

HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2019

Mr. HUIZENGA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the launch of the 50th Up-
ward Academy at the Tyson Foods Plant in
Zeeland, Michigan.

This unique in-plant educational program of-
fers a plethora of empowering resources and
courses to all workers, from the frontlines to
the offices, at no-cost. By partnering with local
community organizations, Upward Academy
provides team members the opportunity to ac-
cess important classes that would otherwise
be unattainable. Examples include English as
a Second Language, General Educational De-
velopment (GED), and United States citizen-
ship, among others. For new immigrants to the
U.S., Upward Academy helps to assimilate
and integrate them into American society,
thereby creating a bedrock for their future suc-
cess.

Moreover, the Upward Academy includes
multiple components focused on workplace
skills and professional training to develop tal-
ent, especially in rural or marginalized areas.
This includes classes in driver education, com-
puter technology, financial literacy, and a vari-
ety of soft skills. Through these programs, Up-
ward Academy brings knowledgeable experts
directly to workers so they can move beyond
entry-level jobs, receive valuable qualifica-
tions, and perform at high levels.

The 50th launch of Upward Academy will
open the door for all team members at
Tyson’s Plant in Zeeland, Ml to strive beyond
current limitations. Tyson Foods and Upward
Academy’s commitment to cultivating a
modem workforce that is prepared for the 21st
century will help our community grow stronger
and make West Michigan a better place to
live, work, and raise a family.

Madam Speaker, please join me in officially
recognizing the launch of the 50th Upward
Academy at the Tyson Foods Plant in Zee-
land, MI.

CONGRATULATING TIM HOYER

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2019

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, it is my honor to congratulate Tim Hoyer,
this year’s recipient of the Encompass Health
Advocate Award.

Tim has been active with brain injury sup-
port groups since his own injury in 2012. In
January 2016, Tim assumed leadership of the
Blair County Brain Injury Support Group. He
has also founded an Asperger's support
group. Tim has taken special interest in each
group member and encourages them to reach
whatever goals they have set.

Tim is a tireless advocate in our community,
and his work is truly deserving of this recogni-
tion.

Congratulations once again to Tim on this
recognition
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HONORING THE LIFE OF DON
ALLEN WOLF

HON. JIM BANKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2019

Mr. BANKS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor and remember the incredible life of Mr.
Don Wolf. Don was an upstanding citizen, fa-
ther, husband and business leader in north-
east Indiana who dedicated his life to the
humble service of others. The lives of his fel-
low Hoosiers have been vastly improved be-
cause of Don’s generosity and good will.

Don truly lived out the American Dream. He
established Do It Best Hardware which is
presently the largest privately-held company in
the state of Indiana and has a large presence
across the entire country. The City of Fort
Wayne and the entire Hoosier State feels a
deep sense of pride in counting him as one of
our own.

Achieving great success, Don set out to bet-
ter the community he loved so much and
worked to significantly improve the lives of
those around him. His many philanthropic ef-
forts range from serving as the first president
of Big Brothers of Greater Fort Wayne, the
founder of Study Connection, and a member
of the Junior Achievement Hall of Fame.
There can be no doubt that Don’s top priority
was to set our future generations up for suc-
cess.

The positive impact Don made on his city,
his state, and people across the country will
not soon be lost or forgotten. Through a life as
a business leader and community servant,
Don Wolf shines as an example of what it
means to live well and live for others.

RECOGNIZING THE GREATER PEO-
RIA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COUNCIL FOR WINNING THE
COMMUNITY PARTNER OF THE
YEAR THROUGH THE TURNER
CENTER SMALL BUSINESS
AWARDS

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2019

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Greater Peoria Economic De-
velopment Council for winning the Community
Partner of the Year award through the Bradley
University Turner Center's Small Business
Awards.

The Greater Peoria Economic Development
Council—a non-profit organization focused on
helping local businesses, site selectors and
the local community develop in the Peoria
community—is a wonderful resource for all
businesses in the Peoria area. The Council
currently runs several programs, including Ele-
vate, Manufacturing Network, Economic Gar-
dening, Startup, Pathways, Hello Greater Peo-
ria, Farm Forums and Co Starters. These pro-
grams all help local businesses thrive. | com-
mend the Council for all of its work in Peoria
and | wish them all the best in their future en-
deavors.

It is because of community builders like the
Greater Peoria Economic Development Coun-

E1161

cil that | am especially proud to serve lllinois’
17th Congressional District. Madam Speaker, |
would like to again formally congratulate the
Greater Peoria Economic Development Coun-
cil for winning the Community Partner of the
Year award through the Bradley University
Turner Center's Small Business Awards.

————————

HONORING EPISCOPAL HOMES OF
MINNESOTA ON ITS 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2019

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Episcopal Homes of Minnesota on
its 125th anniversary of caring for and serving
senior communities in Saint Paul.

Episcopal Homes began in 1894 with a vi-
sionary leader named Sister Annette Relf. Sis-
ter Annette was a hospital nurse and Min-
nesota’s first Episcopal Deaconess, who saw
a need for a home and place of comfort for
poor and elderly women. The first home was
founded at 710 Martin Street in Saint Paul. In
1909, Sister Annette herself became a resi-
dent of the home until she died in 1915. The
tradition of strong women’s leadership contin-
ued in 1930, when Eliza May was elected as
the first President of the Board and women
took over daily management of the home.

The Great Depression brought major chal-
lenges to the community, and the federal gov-
ernment responded by granting the home an
exception from taxes. The Social Security Act
was passed which kept many residents out of
poverty by providing retirement security. After
World War 1l, the home grew to accommodate
70 residents. In 1970, the home officially be-
came the Episcopal Church Home of Min-
nesota. The need for more supportive services
led to the hiring of an occupational therapist
who could address the physical, recreation
and social needs of residents.

Episcopal Homes has continued to grow to
serve residents, receiving a major grant from
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) to build subsidized hous-
ing for seniors. In 2011, Kings Crossing Apart-
ments opened in Saint Paul’'s Frogtown neigh-
borhood, which HUD lauded as a model for in-
novative community planning and neighbor-
hood revitalization. This federal investment
has continued and been valuable to Episcopal
Homes’ nine senior communities located near
Green Line Light Rail stops along University
Avenue in Saint Paul. Episcopal Homes has
won numerous awards and recognition for its
care and services—including those from Aging
Services of Minnesota, the Metropolitan Coun-
cil, the Midway Chamber of Commerce, the
Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce and
U.S. News & World Report.

Today, Episcopal Homes is home to more
than 1400 residents who thrive in their retire-
ment years through the continuum of care of-
fered through the homes in the heart of Saint
Paul. Madam Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring the 125th anniversary of Episcopal
Homes of Minnesota’s dedication to building
affordable, diverse, vibrant communities and
enhancing the lives of older adults.



E1162

TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE LIFE OF
ELIZABETH JANE KERLEY

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2019

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Elizabeth (Betty) Jane
Kerley, who died peacefully at her Rossmoor
home on May 22, 2019. Betty was born on
March 6, 1923 in Oakland to first-generation
Welsh immigrants, Hugh and Anna Williams.
Betty was the youngest of three children and
was very proud of her Welsh stock. She was
a lively and resilient child, qualities that she
drew upon throughout her long life.

When Betty was ten, her mother died of
pneumonia. Betty took charge of the house,
helped by her father Hugh and their house-
keeper Mrs. Benson.

Betty’s father was a noted professional sing-
er who was once Director of the famed Grace
Cathedral Boys Choir. Believing that his
daughter was a child prodigy, he encouraged
her to pursue her unquestionable musical tal-
ents to become a concert pianist. Betty at-
tended San Francisco State College to pursue
a teaching degree, and in 1944, she married
William Strehl, a Seabee who shipped out
shortly after their marriage. Their first child
Katherine was born in 1944 and their son Bill
in 1954.

In 1959, Betty became a single mother rais-
ing two children on her own. She secured a
position with the University of California’s Of-
fice of the President, and worked at UC for 17
years. Betty met and married Robert F. Kerley
(Bob) in 1975, and moved with him to
Rossmoor in 1977. There they joined a vibrant
community of UC retirees and enjoyed many
years of retirement. Betty enjoyed art and gar-
dening, and she and Bob worked tirelessly in
her daughter's garden in Menlo Park, Cali-
fornia. She started her own interior decorating
company, but her real passion was painting
. . . first with oils and later watercolors. She
lived a long and happy life and was known for
her loving smile, her loyalty to family and
friends, her wit and laughter, the glint in her
eye and for always being a classy lady. She
was loved by many and will be dearly missed.

Betty is survived by her two children: Kath-
erine (Bill Dempsey) Strehl of Menlo Park,
California, Bill (Sue) Strehl of Eugene, Oregon
and stepchildren, Kathleen James of Bend,
Oregon, Maureen (Taylor) Douglas of Bend,
Oregon, Barbara Neill of Austin, Texas and
Bill (Jerri Townsend) of Austin, Texas; ten
grandchildren and three great grandchildren.
Her beloved husband of 31 years, Bob, died
in 2006. She is also survived by her loving
caregiver Atiola Raura, Ati’'s husband Emosi,
and their family of seven children who brought
love and joy to Betty in her last six years of
life.

Madam Speaker, | ask the entire House of
Representatives to join me in honoring the life
of Elizabeth Jane Kerley, and in extending our
most sincere condolences to her family and
loved ones.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 17, 2019

Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| was unable to cast my vote on September
12, 2019 for Roll Call Vote 529 and Roll Call
530. Had | been present, my vote would have
been the following: Nay on Roll Call Vote 529
and No on Roll Call Vote 530.

CONGRATULATING ADAM GEE
HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2019

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, it is my honor to congratulate Adam Gee,
one of the recipients of this year's Encompass
Health Personal Achievement Award.

Adam first came to Encompass Health in
December of 2018 after falling off a ladder at
work and sustaining a spinal cord injury. He
arrived on his first day in a wheelchair. Adam
knew that he had a long road to recovery
ahead of him, but he was determined to
emerge victorious. Adam set goals and strived
to meet them each session. He struggled to
take his first few steps after the injury, barely
walking three feet, but that did not deter him.

During his rehabilitation, Adam continued to
work and live his life. He chose to modify his
everyday tasks, rather than sit and wait for
things to get better.

It is thrilling to hear all that Adam was able
to accomplish with hard work and determina-
tion.

Congratulations once again to Adam on this
recognition.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF THE HONORABLE JANET POSS

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2019

Ms. DELAURA. Madam Speaker, it is with
the heaviest of hearts but the greatest of
memories that | rise today to pay tribute to the
Honorable Janet Poss as family, friends, and
colleagues gather to remember her invaluable
contributions to the Guilford community. We
lost Jan earlier this year and at the age of
ninety-six she certainly lived a full life, but her
presence will most certainly be missed by all
of those fortunate enough to have known her.

Jan was one of the community giants on
whose shoulders we all stand. She was in-
credibly generous with her time and energy,
serving on a myriad of boards and commis-
sions throughout her life. The Youth Services
Board, the Guilford ABC program, the East
Shore Adult Daycare Center, the Human Serv-
ices Council of Guilford, Guilford Interfaith
Housing, and the East Shore League of
Women Voters are just some of the organiza-
tions she dedicated countless hours to over
the years.

In addition to that, Jan also served in public
life, having been elected as both a member of
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the Guilford Board of Selectmen and as the
State Representative for Connecticut's 98th
District. She was best known for no-nonsense
personality—she worked on behalf of the peo-
ple she served and did not apologize for doing
what she believed was right. Jan was also
known as a voice of reason during the most
heated of debates.

Jan was also a mentor to many in the com-
munity who followed her in public service.
There are many who can tell you stories of
her sitting down with those interested in seek-
ing public office and working out a strategy to
ensure an election night victory. | have the
fondest of memories of Jan from when 1 first
ran for office. She was an extraordinary
sounding board and had a great sense of
humor. | consider myself fortunate to have
called her my friend.

It extend my deepest sympathies to Jan’s
family and hope that they know what a re-
markable impact she had on all of those who
knew her. Jan has left an indelible mark on
the Guilford community and a legacy of serv-
ice and dedication to which we all should
strive.

HONORING LILLIAN STEWART

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 17, 2019

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life and legacy of Ms.
Lillian Stewart and to extend my deepest con-
dolences to her family upon her passing at the
blessed age of 95. Ms. Stewart was a devoted
mother, grandmother, and community activist.
| am also privileged to have been able to call
Ms. Stewart my friend.

Born in Mecklenberg County, North Caro-
lina, in 1923, Ms. Stewart was born the middle
of five children. She spent her formative years
in Washington, D.C., where she attended Gar-
net-Patterson Junior High School and Cardoza
High School.

After graduating from high school, Ms.
Stewart went on to continue her education,
completing a postgraduate course in Cosme-
tology at Madame CJ Walker's College of
Beauty Culture; a foreign language course at
the University of the District of Columbia; and
medical secretary training by the District of
Columbia Medical Society; and earning a
Montgomery Ward Consumer Education “Art
of Interior Decorating Home Fashion Forum”
certificate.

Ms. Stewart spent much of her professional
career at Howard University Hospital, where
she served in several support and junior man-
agement positions. She retired from the hos-
pital as Hospital Utilization Review Coordi-
nator. Upon retirement, Ms. Stewart dedicated
her time to a range of community activities
and small business ventures. She was active
in the AARP Shepherd Park Chapter No.
2667, chair of the Southwest Advisory Coun-
cil-Southwest Health Clinic and was a D.C.
Public Notary. Ms. Stewart was also an out-
spoken activist. She actively protested the
planned closure of DC General Hospital, lo-
cated in a predominately African American
neighborhood, in 2001.

As a mother, Ms. Stewart encouraged a
pursuit of education in her children. She was
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