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HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ARAB AMERICAN 
AND CHALDEAN COUNCIL 

HON. HALEY M. STEVENS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Arab American and 
Chaldean Council (ACC) as they celebrate 40 
years of service to Southeast Michigan. The 
ACC began as a one-person office in August 
1979 with the vision to help the growing num-
ber of Arab immigrants in the Metro Detroit re-
gion. In the first year, over 400 clients sought 
assistance through their organization. 

Over the years they have served as a valu-
able resource for the immigrant community. 
They provide a variety of services including 
counseling, health care, language assistance, 
employment training, and job placement. More 
than that, they have created a safe place for 
immigrants to feel welcomed and supported as 
they acclimate to their new life in America. 

The ACC continues to be a beacon in the 
community, serving nearly 70,000 people and 
providing over 450,000 services in the last 
year. There is no doubt that the ACC will con-
tinue to make a positive difference in the 
years to come. 

I encourage everyone to visit Michigan and 
witness the rich cultural diversity, grit, and de-
termination the citizens of our state have to 
offer. On its 40th anniversary, the Arab Amer-
ican and Chaldean Council has much to be 
proud of. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
celebrating this tremendous milestone. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SUSAN JEN-
SEN AND HER SERVICE TO THE 
HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to thank Susan Jensen for her more than 20 
years of service to the House Judiciary Com-
mittee. Susan is one of the preeminent ex-
perts on bankruptcy law, administrative law, 
and the federal court system. Although she 
will be leaving the Committee, she will con-
tinue in public service as she transitions to the 
Office of Legislative Affairs at the Administra-
tive Office of the U.S. Courts. 

Susan is highly respected on both sides of 
the aisle. It is a testament to her knowledge 
and fairness that she worked as Counsel and 
later Senior Counsel for Republican and 
Democratic House Judiciary Committee 
Chairs, including Chairman Henry Hyde, 
Chairman Lamar Smith, Chairman and Rank-
ing Member John Conyers, Jr. and myself, as 
Ranking Member and now Chairman. 

Largely as a result of receiving a generous 
scholarship from the Service Employees Inter-

national Union Local 32–B in New York City, 
Susan was able to attend New York University 
where she received her undergraduate de-
gree. She subsequently obtained her JD and 
LLM at NYU. 

Before entering law school, Susan worked 
as a press aide for Connecticut Governor Ella 
Grasso. After graduating law school, she 
served as a law clerk for two bankruptcy 
judges, initially for one year in the Eastern 
District of New York, and then for seven years 
in the Southern District of New York. There-
after, she served as Senior Attorney-Advisor 
at the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office of 
the United States Trustee in Newark, New Jer-
sey. She later served as the General Counsel 
to the National Bankruptcy Review Commis-
sion from 1996 to 1997, working under the di-
rection of then-Professor and now-Senator 
Elizabeth Warren. Susan has authored a trea-
tise on consumer bankruptcy and subsequent 
editions for the New York State Bar Associa-
tion and has authored book chapters and nu-
merous articles on bankruptcy and other mat-
ters. She was also elected to the American 
Law Institute in 2010. 

In 1998 she was hired by Chairman Hyde to 
serve as a full committee counsel working on 
bankruptcy issues. Under Chairman and 
Ranking Member Conyers, Susan expanded 
her portfolio, and when I was elected to serve 
as Chair, I also asked Susan to serve as the 
Committee Parliamentarian, in addition to her 
other duties. 

Since joining the Judiciary Committee in 
1998, she has worked on various matters, in-
cluding bankruptcy legislation, reauthorization 
of the Administrative Conference of the United 
States, federal courts, oversight of the Justice 
Department, privacy issues, and interstate 
compacts. She has also assisted in the prepa-
ration and review of an array of Committee 
documents, including Committee reports, hear-
ing memoranda, statements, and related ma-
terials. 

I can say from firsthand experience that 
Susan is not only one of the most knowledge-
able lawyers on Capitol Hill, but she is also 
one of the most diligent, thoughtful, and fair- 
minded individuals I have ever worked with. I 
am fortunate to have been able to work with 
her as a staffer and friend. All of those who 
have worked with Susan have benefited from 
her intelligence, good humor, and mentoring. 

I wish Susan well in her new endeavor, and 
I thank her for her years of superb work. 

f 

CELEBRATING DENISE PENCE 

HON. GREG PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
say Happy Birthday to my most important con-
stituent. She is the mother to Nicole, Lauren, 
Emily and John. She is a grandmother and a 
small business owner. 

Madam Speaker, I am referring, of course, 
to my wife, Denise Pence. 

On Saturday, September 21, our family will 
celebrate Denise’s birthday, and I wanted to 
take this opportunity to wish my bride, here on 
the floor of the People’s House, a very Happy 
Birthday. 

The best decision I ever made was to pur-
sue Denise Karen Tullio of Chicago, Illinois, 
and our 38 years of marriage have been 
blessed with love and joy. 

Happy Birthday to Denise Pence. 
f 

HONORING JACOB BEDNAR 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Jacob Bednar. 
Jacob is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1180, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jacob has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jacob has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Jacob has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Jacob Bednar for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

REMEMBERING IRA A. LIPMAN 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in praise of my friend Ira A. Lipman, founder 
of the international private security firm 
Guardsmark, who was also a passionate ad-
vocate for social justice, a defender of journal-
istic freedom and a lover of history and the 
arts. Ira died Monday in New York at the age 
of 78. A native of Little Rock, Arkansas, Ira 
was a student at Little Rock Central High 
School and was an important anonymous 
source for NBC Newsman John Chancellor 
during the historic but contentious integration 
of the school in 1957. That led to a lifelong 
friendship and, in 1995, Ira created the John 
Chancellor Award of Excellence at Columbia 
University School of Journalism, honoring the 
best in the business with a $50,000 annual 
award. The selection committee for the award 
is led by the Ira A. Lipman Professor of Jour-
nalism, Jelani Cobb at Columbia. This pres-
tigious award is presented at a dinner, a 
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prized event for those invited. In 2018, Colum-
bia established the Ira A. Lipman Center for 
Journalism and Civil and Human Rights. Mr. 
Lipman was a leader in social justice organi-
zations, and served as chairman and later as 
honorary chairman for life of the National Con-
ference of Christians and Jews. He stood up 
to racism wherever it raised its ugly head. In 
1983, he received the Distinguished Service 
Award from the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). He 
served on the board of the National Council 
on Crime and Delinquency and on the board 
of the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police. Mr. Lipman held many positions with 
the United Way of America, including as the 
first chairman of its ethics committee, and 
headed up its Memphis United Way chapter 
with record-setting donations. In Memphis, Ira 
was a model of civic responsibility, a thought-
ful philanthropist and, like ‘‘Mr. Anonymous,’’ 
was looked to for his leadership, including fi-
nancial support for the Memphis and Shelby 
County Crime Commission. In 1992, when 
Minister Louis Farrakhan was given the keys 
to the city by then-Mayor W.W. Herenton, Ira 
stood up and made it clear the decision was 
questionable. When he realized his lifelong 
dream of moving to New York City, he be-
came one of that city’s leading patrons, serv-
ing on the board of The New-York Historical 
Society. As New York City’s quasi-anthem 
says, if you can make it there, you can make 
it anywhere, and Ira made it there and New 
York was the better for it. He was a longtime 
member of the Council on Foreign Relations 
and, in 2016, his generous gift created the Ira 
A. Lipman Chair in Emerging Technologies 
and National Security at the Council. Recog-
nized worldwide for his dedication to Jewry, he 
was a member of the board of the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center for 38 years and last year 
received its highest honor, the Humanitarian 
Award. He also served as an officer of the 
American Jewish Historical Society. Ira served 
on the Board of Trustees of his alma mater, 
Ohio Wesleyan University, which conferred on 
him its Distinguished Achievement Citation for 
significant accomplishments and service to 
mankind. Mr. Lipman received the Stanley C. 
Pace Award for Leadership in Ethics from the 
Ethics Resource Center in 2002. That same 
year, the Committee for Economic Develop-
ment honored him with its Corporate Citizen-
ship Award. In 2004, he received the Dean’s 
Medal of the Wharton School of the University 
of Pennsylvania, where he served as a mem-
ber of the Board of Overseers from 1991 to 
2004 and again from 2005 to 2016. It was Ira 
Lipman who suggested that I sponsor and 
pass legislation creating the Tennessee’s Hol-
ocaust Commission in 1984 when I was a 
State Senator. In 1963, Mr. Lipman founded 
Guardsmark, a private security and security 
guard company, in Memphis, and grew it to a 
17,000-employee operation before he sold it in 
2015. He wrote How to Protect Yourself From 
Crime (1975) and was often consulted by law 
enforcement and private security officials for 
his expertise. Mr. Lipman’s philanthropy will 
long be remembered. He will be missed by so 
many for his wisdom, courage and willingness 
to step up. I want to express my condolences 
to his wife, Barbara; his sons Gus, Josh and 
Ben; his extended family and his many 
friends. His was a life well-lived. 

FOSTERING UNDERGRADUATE 
TALENT BY UNLOCKING RE-
SOURCES FOR EDUCATION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PETER WELCH 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 17, 2019 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a 
strong supporter of Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCUs) and Minority Serv-
ing Institutions (MSIs), and the intent of H.R. 
2486, the Fostering Undergraduate Talent by 
Unlocking Resources for Education (FUTURE) 
Act. These institutions, which serve high popu-
lations of traditionally underrepresented stu-
dents, need stable and reliable funding. We 
have seen the positive impacts that mandatory 
funding has had on improving degree comple-
tion, achieving future gainful employment, and 
propelling upward mobility for these popu-
lations. However, the funding source, currently 
in the bill, comes at the expense of critical 
small nonprofit education institutions like the 
one in my district, the Vermont Student Assist-
ance Corporation (VSAC). 

Unlike some large Guarantee Agencies 
(GAs), VSAC does so much more for Vermont 
students than just acting as a loan guarantor. 
They are a public nonprofit agency that advo-
cates for students and families to ensure that 
they have the information, the counseling, and 
the financial aid to achieve their education 
goals. Their 161 employees provide need- 
based education grants, scholarships, loan 
services, and community outreach. In this past 
year alone, VSAC: 

Issued $20.1 million in need-based grants to 
11,766 Vermont students; 

Provided 3,195 scholarship awards worth 
over $5.4 million; 

Counseled 6,642 low-income and first-gen-
eration college-bound Vermont students; 

Answered 62,000 phone calls from bor-
rowers who needed assistance with their fi-
nancial aid and repayment questions; and 

Trained 355 education professionals to bet-
ter serve their students. 

The funding source in the bill—eliminating 
Account Maintenance Fees paid to GAs for 
guaranteeing Federal Family Education 
Loans—operates under the misunderstanding 
that the program has been eliminated and 
therefore no services and resources need to 
be provided for these loans. In fact, VSAC 
continues to service over $410 million of these 
FFELP loans for 26,500 borrowers, and the 
funding that accompanies the servicing of 
these loans helps VSAC achieve its broader 
mission of borrow advocacy and counseling. 
This work is particularly important for bor-
rowers in the wake of problems with the new 
federal direct loan program and private lend-
ers. VSAC and other organizations are facing 
the reality of having no way to replace this lost 
revenue stream to continue to help thousands 
of borrowers navigate the complicated and dif-
ficult process of finding a way to pay for high-
er education. 

This doesn’t have to be an either-or deci-
sion. As we move forward, I urge the Chair-
man to work with me and Senate leaders to 
try to identify an alternative funding source. 
We must ensure that smaller GAs like VSAC 
are protected and able to continue the vital 
work they provide to their communities. 

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF DR. NINA 
MCCLELLAND 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the accomplishments of Dr. Nina 
McClelland, a resident of Toledo and a cham-
pion of ensuring safe water starting with her 
work at the Toledo water treatment plant and 
being the first woman in Ohio to earn a Class 
A operator license for wastewater treatment 
over 50 years ago. 

On Thursday, September 19, 2019, The 
University of Toledo honors Dr. McClelland, 
former President and CEO of NSF (National 
Sanitation Foundation) International, Chair of 
the Board of Directors of the American Chem-
ical Society and Dean Emeritus of The Univer-
sity of Toledo, by announcing the creation of 
the Dr. Nina McClelland Laboratory for Water 
Chemistry and Environmental Analysis. 

The laboratory is an important initiative for 
The University of Toledo’s efforts to be a lead-
er in solving existing and emerging environ-
mental problems in the region and for the 
world. To continue Dr. McClelland’s legacy 
and life-long passion for ensuring safe water, 
this state-of-the-art analytical laboratory will 
focus on the development of innovative sci-
entific methodology to address concerns re-
lated to our water resources, especially issues 
important for public health. Together with other 
scientists on campus the laboratory will com-
plement their activities and strive to create a 
hub for new scientific discoveries and re-
search breakthroughs to address the most 
pressing environmental issues. Another mis-
sion of the laboratory is to provide outstanding 
training for our students with state-of-the-art 
instrumentation and facilities to ensure they 
learn in the best environment possible. The 
goal is to provide a new generation of re-
searchers to be the new leaders and stewards 
for our environment. 

Dr. McClelland has been active in various 
governance roles in the American Chemical 
Society (ACS), the world’s largest scientific or-
ganization, and has served The University of 
Toledo as Dean and Professor Emerita, Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences, and Executive-In- 
Residence, College of Business and Innova-
tion. Dr. McClelland has served as a Consult-
ant and Principal with The Bartech Group, 
T.C. AirTech, LLC, and James Cavnar, Found-
er and President of Cross International of the 
International Clean Water Program. 

Serving on several major committees 
throughout her career, Dr. McClelland has 
been a member of U.S. Department of Com-
merce, National Institute of Standards and 
Technology; U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency; National Science Foundation; Na-
tional Academy of Sciences/National Research 
Council; Centers for Disease Control; State of 
Michigan, Governor’s Council on Environ-
mental Quality; and American National Stand-
ards Institute. 

The work that Dr. McClelland has done in 
her groundbreaking career is inspirational, and 
her dedication to public health is laudable. We 
congratulate her on all her accomplishments 
and wish nothing but the best for the re-
searchers that will work in the newly created 
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Dr. Nina McClelland Laboratory for Water 
Chemistry and Environmental Analysis at The 
University of Toledo. Onward to Dr. 
McClelland, and her legacy to the future. 

f 

HONORING BAXTER BRECHT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Baxter Brecht. 
Baxter is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Baxter has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Baxter has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Bax-
ter has served his troop as Assistant Patrol 
Leader, earned the rank of Warrior in the 
Tribe of Mic-O–Say, and become an Ordeal 
Member of the Order of the Arrow. Baxter has 
also contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Baxter built storage 
shelving to help preserve and inventory all of 
the historical displays at the Clay County His-
torical Society Museum in Liberty, Missouri. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Baxter Brecht for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING FANNIE LOU HAMER, 
ANNIE DEVINE, AND VICTORIA 
GRAY 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to highlight remarkable 
historical activists, Fannie Lou Hamer, Annie 
Devine, and Victoria Gray. 

Coming on the heels of its historic challenge 
to the seating of the all-white Mississippi dele-
gation at the 1964 Democratic National Con-
vention in Atlantic City, the Mississippi Free-
dom Democratic Party (MFDP) moved to un-
seat Mississippi’s all-white Congressional del-
egation the next year. The MFDP revealed 
how continued illegal discrimination led to the 
election of five white men to represent a state, 
where the population was nearly half African 
American. Through its Freedom Elections, 
open to anyone regardless of race, the MFDP 
proved that black voters would exercise their 
constitutional rights if given the chance and 
that their votes would undermine Jim Crow 
politics in America. The MFDP took its chal-
lenge all the way to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 

In December 1964, MFDP attorneys not 
only rejected the seating of the men who com-
prised the Mississippi delegation ahead of the 
1965 Congressional session but asserted that 
Fannie Lou Hamer, Annie Devine, and Victoria 

Gray should be seated in their stead in their 
own respective districts. These three black 
women were long-time civil rights activists and 
MFPD stalwarts and had attempted to run for 
Congress in the Fall of 1964. After they were 
denied a place on the official Mississippi bal-
lot, Hamer, Devine, and Gray were elected 
through the MFDP Freedom Vote. Though it 
had no recognized legal standing, the Free-
dom Vote was the only true democratic elec-
tion in Mississippi. Thus, the MFDP argued 
that these women were entitled to the state’s 
Congressional seats in their districts as the 
only democratically elected officials from the 
state. 

On January 3, 1965, Hamer, Devine, Gray, 
and more than 600 other black Mississippians 
welcomed members of Congress to the Cap-
itol in support of the MFDP challenge. When 
Speaker of the House John McCormack 
began the traditional roll call, Congressman 
William Fitts Ryan of New York objected to the 
seating of Mississippi’s Thomas Abernethy. 
More than sixty U.S. Representatives joined 
Ryan in that dissent and forced McCormack to 
wait to seat the entire Mississippi delegation 
until the rest of Congress had been sworn in. 
Then, House Majority Leader Carl Albert of 
Oklahoma moved that the MFDP challenge be 
recognized as legitimate and that Mississippi’s 
all-white delegation be seated until a full hear-
ing could be conducted. Albert’s Resolution 
passed the House by a vote of 276 to 149. 
With two-thirds of U.S. Congressmen sup-
porting the right to a challenge, the Committee 
on House Administration prepared to hear the 
MFDP’s arguments. 

The state’s segregationist delegation em-
ployed an army of white attorneys, recruited at 
the behest of the Mississippi Bar Association, 
to mount their defense during the summer of 
1965, but the MFDP organized dozens of vol-
unteer lawyers from across the country to pre-
pare its case. They issued subpoenas, con-
ducted depositions, and gathered testimony 
from black voters about the discrimination they 
had encountered in the state for decades. 
Backed by hundreds of pages of documents in 
support of the challenge, the MFDP was pre-
pared for a hearing to be held in the Fall of 
1965. 

When the MFDP challenge was finally heard 
on September 13, 1965, Fannie Lou Hamer, 
Annie Devine, and Victoria Gray testified in 
front of the House Subcommittee on Elections 
that they had been denied access to the ballot 
because of their race and should be seated to 
represent the State of Mississippi in Congress. 
Three days later, their challenge came to the 
floor of the U.S. House of Representatives for 
a vote, and Congressman Ryan of New York, 
who had first stood to object to the seating of 
the all-white delegation in January, accom-
panied the three women to sit on the House 
floor with Congressional Democrats during the 
debate. Their presence made them the first 
black women on the floor of the U.S. House 
of Representatives and the first black Mis-
sissippians there since Reconstruction. Un-
daunted by the vitriol they had faced, Annie 
Devine, Fannie Lou Hamer, and Victoria Gray 
sat nobly through the deliberations. 

Although a vote of 228–143 defeated the 
MFPD challenge, nearly 40 percent of Con-
gressmen had gone on record in support of 
Hamer, Devine, and Gray. A month before 
their challenge was heard, the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act had passed, which many members 

of Congress believed had rectified the inequi-
ties that the MFDP described, and those Con-
gressmen did not believe they should act on 
behalf of the MFDP in the name of past dis-
crimination. Nevertheless, the heroic efforts of 
Hamer, Devine, Gray, and the MFDP proved 
that African Americans would not sit idly by 
but would demand their rights of American citi-
zenship. These three women fought to throw 
open the doors that eventually saw Shirley 
Chisholm from New York elected as the first 
black woman to Congress in 1968, Mike Espy 
as the first black Mississippian since Recon-
struction to serve in Congress in 1987, and 
the election of the first African American Presi-
dent of the United States, Barack Obama. We 
honor them for their courage and sacrifice. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Jacqueline Hamer-Flakes, 
Pastor Cecil Gray, Julie Henderson, Reuben 
Adams, Nettsaanett Gray, Barbara Devine 
Reed, Tiffany Wilson, William Ryan, Mary Car-
roll (Mac) Ryan, and Elizabeth Ryan as we re-
flect on the contributions of Fannie Lou 
Hamer, Annie Devine, and Victoria Gray to 
their families, communities, and their driving 
passion to fight for Civil Rights. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF U.S. MA-
RINE CORPS WORLD WAR II VET-
ERAN YSABEL CISNEROS 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the life of U.S. Marine Corps 
World War II Veteran Ysabel Cisneros. 

Ysabel Cisneros was a lifelong resident of 
Orange County. He was born on October 6, 
1925 in Anaheim, CA and raised in the seg-
regated La Jolla barrio in the city of Placentia. 

Mr. Cisneros joined the United States Ma-
rine Corps at the age of 18 in 1943 at the 
height of World War II. When given the choice 
of waiting two weeks, or joining immediately, 
he chose to enlist immediately and served his 
boot camp at Camp Pendleton. 

Ysabel Cisneros served in the Guam and 
Palau campaigns that freed the South Pacific 
from Fascist Japanese oppression. Mr. 
Cisneros and his company were then chosen 
to be a part of the invasion of Iwo Jima, a de-
cisive battle in World War II. 

Ysabel Cisneros was among the many 
brave Americans to storm Mount Suribachi, in 
one of the deadliest battles in American His-
tory. During this time, Mr. Cisneros served 
with and befriended the legendary Ira Hayes, 
the Native American soldier who helped lift the 
American flag on Mount Suribachi. 

Mr. Cisneros was wounded in battle and 
spent the remainder of the war recuperating 
from his injuries. Mr. Cisneros was honorably 
discharged from the U.S. Marine Corps on 
June 26, 1946. 

Mr. Cisneros settled back in his hometown 
of Placentia and married his loving wife Amel-
ia in 1947 and lived the remainder of his life. 

Ysabel Cisneros is survived by four of his 
children, 17 grandchildren, 24 great-grand-
children and seven great-great grandchildren. 

Let us remember World War II Marine Vet-
eran Ysabel Cisneros, a true American hero. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF THE TALLADEGA 
SUPERSPEEDWAY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I ask for the House’s attention to recognize 
the 50th anniversary of the Talladega Super-
speedway in Talladega, Alabama. 

In the mid-1960s, NASCAR founder Bill 
France, Sr., envisioned a bigger and faster 
track on the NASCAR circuit. After meeting 
with local race car driver and race fan, Bill 
Ward of Anniston, Alabama, the location was 
selected for the track and the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the Alabama International Motor 
Speedway (today known as Talladega Super-
speedway) took place on May 23, 1968. 

The first race, the Talladega 500 (now the 
1000Bulbs.com 500), was held on September 
14, 1969, with Richard Brickhouse winning the 
race. The race played a major role in 
NASCAR’s history as many of the top stars of 
the sport walked out the day before the race 
due to concerns of tire wear on the nearly 200 
mph track. Mr. France said the race would go 
on and recruited drivers from the smaller 
NASCAR Touring Series, the Bama 400, the 
day before. 

The Talladega Superspeedway is the most 
competitive race track on the NASCAR sched-
ule (record 88 lead changes in 188 laps), the 
highest-banked (33 degrees) and the longest 
(2.66 miles) as well as the most fun and fan- 
friendly. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing the 50th anniversary of the Talladega 
Superspeedway. 

f 

HONORING PEYTON COMSTOCK 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Peyton Com-
stock. Peyton is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1180, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Peyton has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Peyton has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Pey-
ton has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Peyton Comstock for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF MR. G. 
BROWN LOFLIN 

HON. TED BUDD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. BUDD. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Mr. G. Brown Loflin. 

Brown was born November 23, 1934 in Da-
vidson County to Justice Snow Loflin, Sr. and 
Alice Elliott Loflin. He was an active member 
of Chapel Hill United Methodist Church, the 
Denton Lions Club, and Denton Lodge No. 
404 AF and AM. 

Over the course of his life, Brown wore 
many hats. Some that come to mind are U.S. 
Army Reserve veteran, Davidson County 
Commissioner, owner of the Loflin Garage, 
and bluegrass enthusiast, just to name a few. 

But Brown will probably be most remem-
bered as the visionary behind the Denton 
FarmPark, which started back in 1970. It all 
began when Brown and a buddy decided to 
offer airplane rides to raise money for the local 
rescue squad. But the crowds and wait time 
for airplane lines grew so much that they 
needed another attraction. They quickly added 
antique farm machinery and tractors for folks 
to view while waiting in line. Brown would 
eventually abandon the airplane rides and 
transition to farm equipment, which was a 
major attraction. He also brought the Handy 
Dandy Railroad to Denton FarmPark, which 
features an old steam train that runs during 
the show and provides rides to visitors of all 
ages. 

Today, the Southeast Old Threshers’ Re-
union is the largest steam, gas, and unique 
farm machinery show in the Southeast. The 
property has 15 restored buildings, including a 
church, grist mill, general store, plantation 
house, and blacksmith shop. 

In 2018, Loflin told local reporters that there 
were more than 1,200 tractors at the South-
east Old Threshers’ Reunion. Even when his 
health declined a few years ago, Brown re-
mained the driving force behind what has be-
come one of the largest events of its kind in 
the entire country. I’m grateful to have met 
Brown and know that his many contributions 
to Davidson County will live on for years to 
come. 

Brown is survived by his wife Ruby John-
son, who he had been married to for over 60 
years along with his son, Gordon Keith Loflin, 
a daughter, Karen Loflin Miller, four grand-
children, and a great grandchild. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
honoring Brown Loflin for his service to David-
son County. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BERNARD WILLIAMS 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize and pay tribute to the 
life and legacy of a fellow Texan, former staff-
er, and my friend, Bernard Williams, Jr. 

Mr. Williams was born on January 28, 1928, 
in Dallas, Texas, as an only child to Bernard 
Williams, Sr. and Nellie Mae Mayes. He grad-

uated from Booker T. Washington High School 
in 1945, after which he attended West Virginia 
State College in Institute, West Virginia, where 
he earned a Bachelor’s degree in Mathe-
matics. There, Mr. Williams met the love of his 
life, Marguerite Reddick. They married in Sa-
vannah, Georgia, in 1952 and had two chil-
dren, Martha Nell and Susan Kay. 

Mr. Williams answered his country’s call to 
service, serving as a Lieutenant in the United 
States Army following his college graduation. 
At the conclusion of his military service, Mr. 
Williams was hired as one of the first African 
American lab technicians in the 
cardiopulmonary lab at Southwestern Medical 
School in Dallas, now known as the UT South-
western Medical Center. He would later take a 
position with the IBM Corporation in Dallas as 
one of the first African American systems en-
gineers. Following a brief retirement, Mr. Wil-
liams joined my Dallas district office, where he 
served the constituents of the 30th district of 
Texas for seven years. 

Mr. Williams generously gave his free time 
to our community—working with multiple orga-
nizations such as the Dallas Alumni Chapter 
of Kappa Alpha Psi, Inc., Big Brothers Inc., the 
Moorland Branch YMCA, and the Dallas Black 
Chamber of Commerce. He also served as a 
board member on the DART Citizens Advisory 
Committee and Senior Source. 

Mr. Williams was a faithful and active mem-
ber of the New Hope Baptist Church for over 
half a century. During his time with the church, 
he served as Chairman of the Deacon Board 
for 17 years before being named Deacon 
Emeritus. Mr. Williams was widely regarded as 
a mentor for the youth in the church and was 
a strong supporter of religious education pro-
grams like vacation bible school. 

Mr. Williams was preceded in death by his 
parents, Bernard Williams, Sr. and Nellie Mae 
Mayes. He is survived by his wife, Marguerite 
Williams (née Reddick); daughters, Martha 
Bedford (Louis III) and Susan Williams 
McElroy; granddaughters, Erica Chiles and fa-
ther Don Chiles, Opal McElroy and father 
Daniel McElroy; sister-in-law, Charlesetta 
Reddick Lacy; brother-in-law, Thomas Reddick 
(Margaret); and many loving nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and friends. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to extend my 
deepest sympathies to Mr. Williams’ family, 
friends, and to those he influenced over the 
course of his life. The Dallas community will 
dearly miss him. 

f 

HONORING DR. THOMAS K. WEBER 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mrs. LOWEY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life, accomplishments and contribu-
tions of Dr. Thomas K. Weber of Chappaqua, 
New York. Dr. Weber passed away on Sep-
tember 15, 2019, after a brief, but fierce battle 
with a rare and very aggressive form of Non- 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. Today would have 
been his 65th birthday. Dr. Weber was a sur-
geon, researcher and visionary leader in re-
lentless pursuit of the goal to save lives from 
colorectal cancer. 

Dr. Weber served as the Director of Surgical 
Oncology of the Northwest Region, Northwell 
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Health and Medical Co-Director of Cancer Ge-
netics at Northern Westchester Hospital, 
Northwell Health. Until 2018 he was a Full 
Academic Professor of Surgery at SUNY 
Downstate and Surgeon-in-Chief at VA New 
York Harbor Health Care System, Brooklyn, 
NY. 

Dr. Weber’s career includes significant ac-
complishments in multiple arenas including 
clinical surgical leadership, academic appoint-
ments, mentoring of young investigators, and 
international recognition for innovation and 
leadership in cancer prevention and collabo-
rative translational cancer research. In addition 
to his clinical and academic appointments he 
led at least 10 national and international orga-
nizations, such as the National Colorectal 
Cancer Round Table, the Collaborative Group 
of the Americas and the NYC Health Depart-
ment sponsored ‘‘Citywide Colorectal Cancer 
Control Coalition’’ (C5). 

Dr. Weber was an early and passionate ad-
vocate for addressing the early age onset 
colorectal cancer (EAOCRC) issue. He orga-
nized and chaired the nation’s first Summit fo-
cused on EAOCRC and was instrumental in 
the American Cancer Society’s 2018 rec-
ommendation that Americans be screened for 
colorectal cancer at the age of 45 instead of 
50. He published extensively on hereditary 
and early age onset colorectal cancer and was 
a frequently invited speaker on both subjects 
at national and international meetings. 

Dr. Weber was a pillar of the colorectal can-
cer community and has been recognized for 
his philanthropic leadership and contributions. 
He founded New York City’s first colon cancer 
awareness event in 2003, the Colon Cancer 
Challenge, which led to the formation of the 
Colon Cancer Foundation. With Dr. Weber at 
the helm, the Foundation supported research 
into the causes, potential cures and most ef-
fective treatments for colorectal cancer. The 
Foundation has increased public awareness of 
the disease, educated the public about the im-
portance of early detection, and advocated on 
behalf of thousands of colorectal cancer pa-
tients and their families. 

He has been recognized for his leadership 
in public health, cancer control and research 
by New York City Health Commissioner Thom-
as Farley, the Health Department of New York 
State, the AliveAndKickn Foundation, the 
American Cancer Society, the Prevent Cancer 
Foundation, the National Colorectal Cancer 
Roundtable and the National Institutes of 
Health. 

Year after year, Dr. Weber would travel to 
Washington to meet with lawmakers, including 
members of my staff and myself, to discuss 
the importance of scientific research funding at 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH), remov-
ing barriers to colorectal cancer screening, 
and other priorities in the health care commu-
nity. 

Dr. Weber leaves behind a remarkable leg-
acy of civic and community engagement. Indi-
viduals suffering from colorectal cancer and 
their families are better off today because of 
his work. He is survived by his loving wife 
Clare, sons Luke and Nick, sister Jeannie and 
her husband David Aplin, and family. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my fellow Members 
of Congress to join me in recognizing Dr. We-
ber’s many years of service to the community 
and in sending our sincerest condolences to 
his family, friends and colleagues. 

HONORING ALEX GALLAGHER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Alex Gallagher. 
Alex is a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and 
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 1180, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Alex has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Alex has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Alex 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Alex Gallagher for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE DEARBORN 
AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 75th anniversary of the 
Dearborn Area Chamber of Commerce. 

The Dearborn Area Chamber of Commerce 
was established in 1944 to serve business 
owners throughout the Dearborn and South-
east Michigan communities. Since its inception 
75 years ago, the Dearborn Area Chamber of 
Commerce has been creating a forum for 
business members to meet and network with 
other local businesses to create lasting part-
nerships, generate exposure, and inspire eco-
nomic growth. The Chamber provides a 
strong, unified voice for the entire business 
community and actively advocates on their be-
half at all levels of government, striving to as-
sist members in meeting each of their busi-
ness objectives. Through its five core strate-
gies of member development, community pro-
motion, travel and tourism, government affairs/ 
advocacy, and education, the Dearborn Area 
Chamber of Commerce is committed to culti-
vating a strong local business climate in our 
community. 

The Dearborn Area Chamber of Commerce 
continues to support the expanding business 
communities in Dearborn and Southeast 
Michigan. Today, these communities are more 
vibrant and diverse than ever, but the Cham-
ber works tirelessly to meet the challenges of 
an increasingly dynamic and ever-changing 
business world. The Chamber’s dedicated ef-
forts have been paramount in ensuring Dear-
born continues to be a welcoming destination 
for businesses, families, students, young pro-
fessionals, and the like, and that businesses 
have the tools necessary to thrive. Thanks to 
its tremendous work, the Dearborn Area 
Chamber of Commerce is recognized as one 
of the best Chambers in the State of Michigan. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the 75th anniversary of the 
Dearborn Area Chamber of Commerce. We 
are grateful for its impact on our community 
and wish it many more years of continued 
success ahead. 

f 

ELEVATION OF THE EDUCATION 
PROFESSION ACT 

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO 
SABLAN 

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. SABLAN. Madam Speaker, today, I in-
troduce the Elevation of the Education Profes-
sion Act. This legislation sets up within the 
U.S. Department of Education an advisory 
committee of teachers and other stakeholders. 
Their job: to make recommendations on how 
we can improve recruitment and retention of 
teachers and school leaders for the benefit of 
America’s children. 

Every child in the United States deserves 
quality instruction from quality teachers. Unfor-
tunately for our children, however, far too 
many of their most qualified teachers are leav-
ing the profession. As a nation, we need to 
understand why. Because these departures 
are having a serious, negative impact on the 
quality of education, especially on the edu-
cation of children from low-income families 
and on children of color. In fact, the Learning 
Policy Institute reports teacher turnover rates 
are 50 percent higher in Title I schools, which 
serve low-income children, than in non-Title I 
schools. 

Testimony from teachers at an Education 
and Labor subcommittee hearing I chaired in 
July cited various reasons that lead teachers 
to leave their profession. We heard teachers 
are not being well prepared, especially when 
it comes to serving students whose back-
grounds and experience with trauma and pov-
erty may differ from the teachers’ own. We 
learned school systems are not giving teach-
ers the support they need. And, of course, we 
were told teachers are underpaid. 

It is important to raise these issues in a con-
gressional hearing. More important is that we 
provide a forum for teachers and other edu-
cation stakeholders to come together to take a 
deep dive in the issues our hearing could only 
glancingly examine. Most important is to find 
solutions. 

That is what the Elevation of the Education 
Profession Act does. The Act brings together 
teachers and the unions that represent them; 
state, territory and local education agencies; 
school administrators; parents; civil rights or-
ganizations; teacher colleges; and others who 
can comprehensively assess the concerns 
raised in our hearing. How can we increase 
the value of pre-service and in-service training 
for teachers? Are certification and 
credentialing practices setting an adequate 
standard? And are these quality controls suffi-
ciently uniform across our nation? These are 
the kinds of questions we want answered. 

Having made these assessments, the advi-
sory committee is charged with recommending 
rigorous standards and compiling evidence- 
based best practices for educating and train-
ing profession-ready teachers and school 
leaders and supporting them once they are at 
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work with our children. The bill also requires 
the U.S. Department of Education to make 
these recommended standards and best prac-
tices electronically accessible, so schools, 
teachers, and policymakers around the coun-
try can put them to use improving our schools. 

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion to help improve the quality of American 
educators by bringing stakeholders together to 
evaluate what is working, where we are defi-
cient, and to recommend the actions nec-
essary to elevate the education profession in 
the United States to a standard that serves 
our children best. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICAN ASSO-
CIATION OF SERVICE COORDINA-
TORS 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. STIVERS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
on behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th Con-
gressional District to celebrate the 20th anni-
versary of the American Association of Service 
Coordinators. 

Service coordinators work in all U.S. states 
and territories, but Ohio is where they look to 
for training, advocacy and support thanks to 
AASC. In 1999, Janice Monks founded the 
membership organization out of her home in 
Central Ohio, which was one of the first re-
gions where service coordinators joined the 
staff of affordable housing properties with the 
help of federal grants. 

Over the past two decades, AASC has cre-
ated a documentation system for service coor-
dinators to more easily track and report resi-
dent outcomes and has collaborated with the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment to create a formal guidebook outlining 
industry standards and practices. This year, 
the organization hosted its largest annual Na-
tional Service Coordinator Conference in Den-
ver, Colorado and membership exceeded 
3,300. 

AASC’s purpose is to serve as a constant 
support for service coordinators who empower 
their residents to live well. Service coordina-
tors serve as a lifeline for hundreds of thou-
sands of low-income seniors and families who 
need connected to vital supports that keep 
them living independently or help them move 
up and out of poverty. In the course of that 
work, service coordinators also play an inte-
gral role in realizing nationwide policy goals 
such as reducing healthcare costs, keeping 
older adults in their communities and increas-
ing self-sufficiency. 

In honor of AASC’s anniversary, service co-
ordinators across the country are celebrating 
Service Coordinator Day today. My colleagues 
may be hearing from service coordinators who 
are recognizing the anniversary by sharing 
with Congressional offices the profound impact 
this profession has on our nation’s most vul-
nerable. 

I wish to congratulate President Janice 
Monks and the American Association of Serv-
ice Coordinators on this milestone anniversary 
and convey my most sincere appreciation for 
their dedication to service. 

HONORING HARRISON HEUTINCK 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Harrison 
Heutinck. Harrison is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1376, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Harrison has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Harrison has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Harrison has served his troop as Senior 
Patrol Leader, earned the rank of Firebuilder 
in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say, and become an Or-
deal Member of the Order of the Arrow. Har-
rison has also contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. Harrison re-
moved and rebuilt a deteriorating staircase in 
the basement of the Clay County Historical 
Society Museum in Liberty, Missouri. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Harrison Heutinck for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING DOWNTOWN FLORIST 
FOR FIFTEEN YEARS OF BUSI-
NESS IN MASSENA, NY 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Downtown Florist on 
their 15th anniversary serving the Town of 
Massena. 

Downtown Florist was founded in 2005 by 
Patty and Kenny Wells. With their vision, they 
transformed a long-vacant gas station into a 
community staple. Small businesses like 
Downtown Florist are the backbone of the 
North Country’s economy. They generate the 
majority of employment and job creation, while 
driving investment in our local communities. 
However, most small businesses do not make 
it longer than five years. For that reason, the 
15th anniversary of a business is an achieve-
ment worth celebrating. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st Congressional 
District, I want to congratulate Patty and 
Kenny Wells for reaching this impressive mile-
stone. They are a great example of the entre-
preneurial spirit that defines New York’s 21st 
district. I look forward to their continued suc-
cess. 

THE MODERN ASSOCIATION OF 
GRADUATES TAKES SHAPE: AOG 
HISTORY PART III (1946–1995) SEC-
TION B 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise to in-
clude in the RECORD section B of the third in-
stallment of an article by Keith J. Hamel hon-
oring the 150th Anniversary of the West Point 
Association of Graduates: 

WPAF DISSOLVED 
AOG celebrated its centennial in 1969, al-

though there is no mention of the Associa-
tion recognizing its 100th year of existence in 
any AOG publication that year (it wasn’t 
even brought up at the annual meeting!). In 
the first year of the Association’s second 
century, two events occurred that signifi-
cantly changed the direction of AOG: First, 
Paul Thompson ’29 was elected President; 
second, Major General William Knowlton 
’43JAN took over as Superintendent from 
Major General Samuel Koster ’42. Thompson 
and Knowlton, as it turned out, were made 
for each other, as each was interested in re-
organizing and reforming the work of AOG. 
Weeks before his departure, Koster had an-
nounced plans to raise $10 million through 
WPAF in order to endow cadet activities, 
calling the plan the ‘‘$10 Million Cadet Ac-
tivities Endowment.’’ Ambitious (since, from 
its inception in 1961, the West Point Fund 
had raised just $1.02 million), Koster’s plan 
reportedly resulted in a 369-percent increase 
in contributions over FY1969, but Knowlton 
suspended it in the spring of 1970 fearing 
‘‘that there may be some duplication of our 
fund-raising efforts’’ and announcing that ‘‘a 
study is being made to sort out our alumni- 
related fund-raising efforts.’’ A year later, in 
the 1971 Annual Report of the Super-
intendent, Knowlton declared, ‘‘Pending at 
present is a reorganization and consolidation 
of the West Point Alumni Foundation and 
the Association of Graduates.’’ To hasten 
this shakeup, Knowlton had earlier intro-
duced plans to remove the active duty officer 
from the Office of Assistant to the Super-
intendent (Gifts Program) who had been 
working for AOG, and thus limiting the As-
sociation’s ability to solicit funds for USMA, 
and to establish the Alumni Affairs and Gifts 
Program Division, a precursor to today’s Di-
rectorate of Academy Advancement. 

While Knowlton forced the merger between 
AOG and WPAF, it was up to Thompson to 
seal the deal. As noted in Lamb’s report, the 
leadership at WPAF feared that funds raised 
would be directed to AOG ‘‘and that USMA 
at most would get crumbs.’’ At a fall 1970 
meeting, Thompson convinced George 
Olmsted and Cortlandt Schuyler, both Class 
of 1922 and key WPAF Board members, that 
this would not be the case. Just a few years 
earlier, Schuyler had served as AOG Presi-
dent, and his views were valued by Board 
members of both organizations. Schuyler 
agreed to work with Thompson on the de-
tails of the reorganization, and the following 
fall they presented these details to the 
WPAF Board of Managers, who ultimately 
‘‘decided that it would be in USMA’s best in-
terests to transfer its fundraising and pub-
lishing responsibilities and all its assets to 
AOG.’’ On February 8, 1972, AOG and WPAF 
signed two memorandums of agreement (one 
for fundraising and one for publishing) to 
that effect. To that point in time, WPAF had 
raised $1.8 million for the Academy. It con-
tinued its existence as a backup to AOG from 
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1972 to 1987, receiving more than $1,450,000 in 
gifts and bequests, all of which were trans-
ferred to AOG before the Foundation finally 
voted itself out of business on March 21, 1988. 

SEEDS OF ‘‘WPAOG’’ SOWN 
Stepping back a bit, one more significant 

event occurred closely after AOG’s centen-
nial, but it’s unclear whether it had a direct 
impact on Thompson and Knowlton’s vision 
to reorganize the Association. In 1972, AOG 
received a $1.5 bequest gift from the estate of 
Leah and Clement Trott, Class of 1899. Ac-
cording to Lamb’s report, ‘‘The Trott gift 
gave the AOG the financial flexibility and 
capability to expand program and activity 
support of the Academy, as the Cullum gift 
had provided graduates their administrative 
center and ‘alumni house’ at West Point.’’ 
Lamb would certainly know: Even though 
AOG was losing its active duty officer in the 
Superintendent’s office, who did a tremen-
dous amount of work for the Association, the 
Trott gift allowed AOG to now hire and pay 
a full-time Executive Vice President, and the 
person the Association hired was Robert 
Lamb. He retired from his position as Alum-
ni Secretary on the Superintendent’s staff on 
August 31, 1972 and the next day reported to 
AOG in his new role, which he labels in his 
report as ‘‘managing director.’’ The Trott 
gift also allowed AOG to hire Stephen O. 
Fuqua ’33 as Director of Development, Mi-
chael Krisman ’39 as Director of Publica-
tions, and a handful more staff personnel for 
its offices on the lower floors of Cullum Hall. 

The early 1970s were an exciting time for 
the Association. Its membership among 
graduates was hovering around 97 percent, it 
completed a record annual appeal in 1970 
($61,996), and in 1972 AOG’s Endowment Fund 
exceeded the $3 million mark, providing 
more than $100,000 in interest and dividend 
income to annually fund the Association’s 
operating expenses (in recognition of its sur-
plus, AOG presented a gift of $25,000 to the 
Academy). ‘‘By the summer of 1973, the basic 
elements of the reorganization of the Acad-
emy’s alumni affairs were in place,’’ noted 
Lamb in his report. Despite these positives, 
there were still challenges for the reorga-
nized AOG, none bigger than trying to con-
vince more and more graduates to support 
the Academy with a donation. Most of these 
graduates had served in an Army for which 
almost all recreational activities and facili-
ties were paid by appropriated dollars, and 
they did not comprehend why the Academy 
needed private funding. Lieutenant General 
Sidney Berry ’48, the 50th Superintendent, 
addressed this matter in his March 1976 AS-
SEMBLY letter, stating: ‘‘Public funds sup-
port the necessaries of cadet life, education 
and training. Privately contributed funds 
augment programs and activities supported 
by public funds, provide extracurricular op-
portunities for cadets, and in general im-
prove the quality of education and training 
at West Point. In short, they provide the 
margin of excellence we desire and expect for 
the Military Academy and the Corps of Ca-
dets,’’ coining a phrase that is essential to 
AOG’s mission today. 

More changes familiar to today’s AOG 
came in the 1980s. As the new decade began, 
AOG had just inaugurated its new travel pro-
gram with a cruise from Texas and added 
new trips (three-to-five annually) in the 
coming years, and it had launched the West 
Point Preparatory Scholarship Program, 
which provided funds to deserving candidates 
who needed additional instruction at a mili-
tary junior college to ensure success at West 
Point. In 1981, AOG President George Dixon 
Jr. ’40 convened a long-range planning con-
ference in Boiling Springs, Pennsylvania, 
one of the outcomes of which was the estab-
lishment of a West Point Societies Program. 

Dozens of West Point Societies had been in 
existence by this time, most assisting the 
Academy with its Admissions efforts, but 
they had been relatively autonomous. The 
new program, which was finally imple-
mented in the fall of 1986 with Morris Her-
bert ’50 as its first Director (aided by James 
‘‘Skip’’ Wensyel ’52 as Deputy Director of In-
formation), sought to align the 75 or so ac-
tive societies and encouraged them to assist 
AOG in achieving its objectives toward the 
Academy, rather than their own individual 
objectives. On May 1, 1987, AOG held the first 
West Point Societies Presidents Conference, 
a forerunner of today’s Leaders Conference, 
during which Denis Mullane ’52, Chairman of 
AOG’s Societies Committee, discussed four 
key topics with the 53 society representa-
tives present: admissions support, informa-
tion dissemination, community relations, 
and strengthening support between AOG and 
societies. Around this time, AOG also estab-
lished a new development program to assist 
West Point classes in their efforts to support 
the Academy, latter known as Class Giving, 
complete with support from AOG Financial 
Services to administrate the funds, ensuring 
that interest on said funds was properly rein-
vested (Williams Harrison Jr. ’52 became 
AOG’s first Director of Financial Services 
and Treasurer). Finally, in 1992, AOG intro-
duced the Distinguished Graduate Award 
(DGA), its second major annual award (the 
first being the Thayer Award). James Van 
Fleet, Class of 1915; Matthew Ridgeway, 
Class of APR1917; Andrew Goodpaster ’39, 
and Thoralf Sundt Jr. ’52 were the first re-
cipients of the DGA. 

CONCLUSION—AOG’S NEW HOME 

By the end of the 1980s, AOG was taking in 
more than $5 million annually in donations, 
establishing a financial position that finally 
allowed it to realize a decades-long desire to 
eliminate membership dues, which it did 
starting with the Class of 1994. What’s more, 
in 1990, Thomas Russell ’59, a Planned Giving 
Officer, took a phone call from the son of 
graduate who was inquiring about how much 
money it would take to have a building at 
West Point named for his father, James K. 
Herbert, ’30. Russell explained that the 
names for public buildings at the Academy 
were made by the Secretary of the Army and 
not named for donors, but that AOG would 
be willing to name its long-desired alumni 
center after his father. Thus, upon his death 
in 1990, Herbert bequeathed $3 million to 
AOG, which became the lead gift in a cam-
paign to build what became known as the 
Herbert Alumni Center. Ground was broken 
for AOG’s new home on April 8, 1993, and its 
cornerstone was dedicated on October 12, 1993 
during Homecoming ceremonies. When the 
AOG staff moved into Herbert Alumni Center 
on March 1, 1995, the Association had just 
completed two banner years: its Develop-
ment staff raised $11.04 million from 14,454 
gifts in 1994, with graduate participation in-
creasing to 24 percent, an all-time high; and, 
a year earlier, it stood up its Office of Alum-
ni Support (derived from the West Point So-
cieties Program and complete with Society, 
Classes, and Communication divisions). But 
this was just the start of some amazing suc-
cesses for AOG. Now that it was working out 
of Herbert Alumni Center, it was about to re-
alize a goal it had established for itself at 
the 1990 Board of Trustees strategic planning 
conference, a goal to raise $100 million for 
USMA in 10 years, a goal that became known 
as the Bicentennial Campaign for West 
Point, and it’s the opening subject in the 
next and final installment of AOG’s 150-year 
history. 

RECOGNIZING STATESVILLE BRICK 
COMPANY FOR 115 YEARS OF 
BUSINESS 

HON. TED BUDD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. BUDD. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Statesville Brick Company for 115 
years of business. 

Due to the Southeast’s unique rivers that 
produce red clay deposits, North Carolina has 
long been at the center of the brick making 
economy. This includes company’s like States-
ville Brick Company which opened its doors in 
1904. As times changed though and the post- 
World War II building boom began to slow, 
brick makers began closing shop, and small, 
local operations transitioned into large, inter-
state corporations. Statesville Brick Company, 
however, bucked that trend, and remains at 
heart the same family-run operation it was 
over a century ago. 

For Statesville Brick Company President 
and General Manager Michael Foster and Ex-
ecutive Vice President Scott Rankin, the brick 
business is a generational affair. Scott’s 
grandfather E.R. ‘‘Roy’’ Rankin joined the 
company in 1916 and oversaw the construc-
tion of an early iteration of the firm’s plant 
while Michael’s father, H.B ‘‘Bob’’ Foster 
joined as a partner in 1969. Today, Statesville 
Brick Company currently employees over 90 
people and their work can be found at some 
of our nation’s most prestigious academic in-
stitutions such as Princeton University, Ohio 
State University, and Davidson College. 

Statesville Brick Company’s 115 years of 
business are a source of pride for our region, 
demonstrating how an operation dedicated to 
high craftmanship with deep local roots can 
succeed and thrive in a changing landscape. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
celebrating Statesville Brick Company for 115 
years of business. 

f 

HONORING GRANT OWEN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Grant Owen. 
Grant is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Grant has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Grant has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Grant 
has served his troop as Senior Patrol Leader, 
earned the rank of Warrior in the Tribe of Mic- 
O-Say, and become an Ordeal Member of the 
Order of the Arrow. Grant has also contributed 
to his community through his Eagle Scout 
project. Grant built a shelter and rain barrel 
system over an information kiosk at Martha 
Lafite Thompson Nature Sanctuary in Liberty, 
Missouri. 
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Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 

me in commending Grant Owen for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HABITAT FOR HUMAN-
ITY NORTHEAST MICHIGAN 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my 
honor to recognize the 30th Anniversary of 
Habitat for Humanity Northeast Michigan. 
Through their dedicated service and steadfast 
devotion to their community, HFHNEMI has 
become an indispensable part of Michigan’s 
First District. 

Habitat for Humanity was founded in 1976 
with the goal of helping Americans in need ful-
fill the dream of home ownership while fos-
tering safe and healthy communities. In total, 
Habitat for Humanity has helped build or re-
pair more than 800,000 homes and served 
more than 4 million people around the world. 
With their first home built in 1990, the volun-
teers and staff of HFHNEMI have served the 
people of Northern Michigan for three dec-
ades. In 2013, it implemented Habitat for Hu-
manity’s ‘‘A Brush With Kindness’’ program, 
providing critical repair services to low-income 
homeowners who are physically or financially 
unable to maintain their homes. These 
projects have included painting, landscaping, 
roofing, and accessibility improvements 
throughout Northeast Michigan. Since its 
founding, HFHNEMI has built, rehabbed, or re-
paired more than 80 homes for low-income 
families in Alcona, Alpena, and Presque Isle 
counties. Day after day, Habitat for Humanity 
Northeast Michigan shows what can be 
achieved when the people of a community 
work together for the common good. 

Madam Speaker, it’s my honor to recognize 
Habitat for Humanity Northeast Michigan for 
decades of success and service to Northern 
Michigan. Michiganders can take great pride in 
knowing the First District is home to such 
dedicated citizens. On behalf of my constitu-
ents, I wish them all the best in their future en-
deavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 20TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE PROGRAM 
IN BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 20th anniversary of the 
Program in Biomedical Sciences at the Univer-
sity of Michigan Medical School. 

In 1999, the Program in Biomedical 
Sciences (PIBS) at the University of Michigan 
Medical School was established to offer stu-
dents a unique flexibility in their academic pur-
suits. As an interdisciplinary gateway, the pro-
gram allows students to access 14 different 
Ph.D. programs through one application. Al-

though students can immediately begin train-
ing in one program, PIBS is designed to give 
students the opportunity to immerse them-
selves in a variety of different research rota-
tions to find their ideal mentor and project 
match. Based on their discovered research in-
terests and the help of over 500 faculty mem-
bers, program directors, and academic advi-
sors, students choose a permanent program 
to continue by the end of their first PIBS year, 
sometimes in a far different research area 
than originally anticipated. 

The biomedical sciences are demanding 
disciplines, but PIBS has made the fields of 
study less daunting for many students who 
have entered its Ph.D. programs. Throughout 
the past two decades, PIBS has been helping 
students become more confident in their ca-
reer paths by allowing them to take the time 
to cultivate their interests and explore different 
opportunities to discover their research pas-
sions. Thanks to the program, countless stu-
dents have been trained to guide the nation in 
scientific discovery, truly becoming the leaders 
and best. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the Program in Biomedical 
Sciences at the University of Michigan Medical 
School for its significant work in the bio-
medical sciences. For twenty years, PIBS has 
played a fundamental role in educating our na-
tion’s sharpest minds. 

f 

HONORING ANNIE ‘‘ANNA’’ MAE 
STEWART 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues in the U.S. House of Representatives 
to join me as I rise to pay tribute to Annie 
‘‘Anna’’ Mae Stewart after her passing on Au-
gust 3, 2019. 

On April 9, 1917, Anna Mae Johnson en-
tered the world as the eldest child born to 
Elder Allen Waters and Elizabeth Johnson in 
Washington, DC. 

She met and married Charles Earl Stewart 
on Oct 8, 1937 at St Augustine’s Catholic 
Church. She chose to follow her husband in 
his faith and converted to Catholicism in 1951 
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church 
(OLPH). 

Anna began working at St Teresa’s convent 
and later worked at the OLPH rectory, a ca-
reer that would last for more than 20 years. 
There she fostered close relationships with 
many priests and seminarians, such as 
George Leary, Jr., a man who would become 
a surrogate son. 

She was actively involved in parent, school 
and church organizations, including 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Baptism 
and Confirmation prep, catechist and a pas-
sionate Catholic Youth Organization advisor. 
She was an active member of other organiza-
tions, such as St Joseph’s Ladies’ Auxiliary 
No. 213 KOSJI Sodality, Legion of Mary, 
Catholic Charities, Cursillistas, OLPH 
Hilltoppers, OLPH Women’s’ Ministry, and her 
two favorites, Eucharistic Ministry and Lector. 
She enjoyed being of service to her church 
community in every way possible. 

Anna was also a dedicated community ac-
tivist. She joined her local Orange Hat Coali-

tion and helped rid her neighborhood of drug 
dealers at the height of the crack cocaine epi-
demic. She was instrumental in getting the 
Eastover Shopping Center integrated, which 
led to her recognition for her commitment to 
the civil rights movement. She was acknowl-
edged by Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc as 
a Village Keeper for that effort and received 
other honors, including Mother of the Year 
1960 and 1963 by the Afro American news-
paper. She participated in the March on 
Washington in 1967 and took much pride in 
voting for the first Black President in 2008. 

Madam Speaker, I know my fellow members 
of the U.S. House of Representatives agree 
that Anna Mae Stewart deserves to be recog-
nized at the time of her passing for her dedi-
cation to her church, her family, and her com-
munity. 

f 

HONORING ADRIAN DELMAR 
SWINDLE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Adrian Delmar 
Swindle. Adrian is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 362, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Adrian has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Adrian has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Adri-
an has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. Adrian constructed six 
benches for the Stations of the Cross Trail at 
Sisters of St. Francis of the Holy Eucharist in 
Independence, Missouri. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Adrian Delmar Swindle for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING TELESCOPE CASUAL 
FURNITURE FOR RECEIVING THE 
2019 MANUFACTURER LEADER-
SHIP AWARD FROM THE INTER-
NATIONAL CASUAL FURNISHINGS 
ASSOCIATION 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Telescope Casual Furnishings 
for receiving the 2019 Manufacturer Leader-
ship Award from the International Casual Fur-
nishings Association. 

Telescope Casual Furniture was started in 
1903 under the name the Telescope Cot Bed 
& Novelty Company. They started in New York 
City making cots and campstools with ‘‘tele-
scoping’’ legs; which is where they derived 
their name. In 1921, they began moving oper-
ations into Granville, New York, in the heart of 
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the North Country. Today, their entire oper-
ation is in Granville, housed in a one million 
square foot manufacturing facility and employ-
ing hundreds of workers. Businesses like Tele-
scope Manufacturing are the backbone of the 
North Country economy. They provide good, 
high skill jobs producing products that are in 
demand across the country and around the 
world. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st Congressional 
District, I want to join the International Casual 
Furnishings Association in congratulating Tele-
scope Casual Furnishings for receiving this 
award. They are a great example of the entre-
preneurial spirit that defines the North Coun-
try. I look forward to their continued success. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF JESSI 
COMBS 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life and accomplishments of 
Jessi Combs, who passed away on August 
27, 2019 from injuries sustained during a land 
speed record attempt. 

Jessi was born in Rockerville, South Dakota 
on July 27. 1980. After graduating from High 
School, Combs established a career in metal 
fabrication. and graduated from the Collision & 
Refinishing Core Program at Wyo Tech in 
2004. Her unique blend of technical and per-
sonal skills led to her rapid career growth, and 
she frequently appeared on television shows 
showcasing different aspects of the auto-
motive industry. This included serving as host 
of Mythbusters and Xtreme 4x4. 

As a competitor, Jessi was fierce and 
unrivaled. She competed in the Baja 1000, the 

Rallye Aicha des Gazelles, and was the first 
woman to place at Ultra4’s King of the Ham-
mers. In 2016 she followed up her earlier King 
of the Hammers success by finishing first in 
the 2016 Smittybilt Everyman Challenge Modi-
fied Class. In 2013. Combs successfully set 
the women’s land speed record at the Alvord 
Desert in Oregon, holding a record of 398 
mph with a top speed of 483.227 mph. 

Jessi was an incredible person who was 
taken from this Earth far too soon. My condo-
lences are with her family, friends. and the en-
tire automotive industry as they continued to 
mourn her loss. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NANCY WHEELER- 
NICHOLS AS THE KERN COUNTY 
FAIR PERSON OF THE YEAR 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Nancy Wheeler-Nich-
ols, who has been selected as the 2019 Per-
son of the Year by the Kern County Fair, a 
county that I’m honored to represent in this 
Chamber. 

Nancy, a graduate of Bakersfield’s Garces 
High School and the University of San Diego, 
first started volunteering with the Kern County 
Fair in 1989, almost 30 years ago, when she 
was painting faces, putting together buttons, 
and inspiring a new generation of leaders to 
become involved in Agriculture. Nancy was 
appointed to the Board of the Kern County 
Fair in 2003 and has been a consistent pres-
ence for over 15 years in the fair’s operations. 
Her agricultural insights have taken her be-
yond the needs of my district, however, as she 

was recently appointed by then Governor 
Jerry Brown to the Board of Directors for Cali-
fornia’s Mid State Fair. 

Outside of her work with the Kern County 
Fair, Nancy has served our community 
through a variety of organizations, including 
the Junior League of Bakersfield. She has 
been a tireless and much-needed voice for 
children experiencing abuse and neglect as a 
Court Appointed Special Advocate, and also 
on the board of the California Living Museum, 
an animal rehabilitation facility in my district 
that specializes in nursing back to health 
many of California’s most vulnerable species. 

In Kern County, agriculture is the lifeblood 
of our community, and the Kern County Fair 
has emerged as one of the biggest showcases 
of livestock and talent in our agricultural com-
munity. Although Nancy no longer lives in Ba-
kersfield or Kern County, she is one of our 
own who consistently makes Kern County 
proud. Through her time and expertise, Nancy 
has made a tangible impact in our community 
and has made her a staple of the Kern County 
community. 

Kern County Fair Person of the Year is a 
well-deserved honor for Nancy, who has pro-
vided years of public service to our community 
and has contributed to countless events, suc-
cessful animal shows, and old-fashioned fam-
ily fun. A selfless leader, Nancy juggles her 
volunteer and board work along with raising 
horses, cattle, and her four children: Kelsey, 
Jake, Sawyer, and Tommy. On behalf of our 
community, the Kern County Fair Board, and 
the thousands of people who have benefited 
from her guidance, I want to thank Nancy and 
her husband Jimmy for all that they do, and 
congratulate her on being the Kern County 
Fair’s 2019 Person of the Year. 
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