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Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 

me in commending Grant Owen for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HABITAT FOR HUMAN-
ITY NORTHEAST MICHIGAN 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my 
honor to recognize the 30th Anniversary of 
Habitat for Humanity Northeast Michigan. 
Through their dedicated service and steadfast 
devotion to their community, HFHNEMI has 
become an indispensable part of Michigan’s 
First District. 

Habitat for Humanity was founded in 1976 
with the goal of helping Americans in need ful-
fill the dream of home ownership while fos-
tering safe and healthy communities. In total, 
Habitat for Humanity has helped build or re-
pair more than 800,000 homes and served 
more than 4 million people around the world. 
With their first home built in 1990, the volun-
teers and staff of HFHNEMI have served the 
people of Northern Michigan for three dec-
ades. In 2013, it implemented Habitat for Hu-
manity’s ‘‘A Brush With Kindness’’ program, 
providing critical repair services to low-income 
homeowners who are physically or financially 
unable to maintain their homes. These 
projects have included painting, landscaping, 
roofing, and accessibility improvements 
throughout Northeast Michigan. Since its 
founding, HFHNEMI has built, rehabbed, or re-
paired more than 80 homes for low-income 
families in Alcona, Alpena, and Presque Isle 
counties. Day after day, Habitat for Humanity 
Northeast Michigan shows what can be 
achieved when the people of a community 
work together for the common good. 

Madam Speaker, it’s my honor to recognize 
Habitat for Humanity Northeast Michigan for 
decades of success and service to Northern 
Michigan. Michiganders can take great pride in 
knowing the First District is home to such 
dedicated citizens. On behalf of my constitu-
ents, I wish them all the best in their future en-
deavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 20TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE PROGRAM 
IN BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 20th anniversary of the 
Program in Biomedical Sciences at the Univer-
sity of Michigan Medical School. 

In 1999, the Program in Biomedical 
Sciences (PIBS) at the University of Michigan 
Medical School was established to offer stu-
dents a unique flexibility in their academic pur-
suits. As an interdisciplinary gateway, the pro-
gram allows students to access 14 different 
Ph.D. programs through one application. Al-

though students can immediately begin train-
ing in one program, PIBS is designed to give 
students the opportunity to immerse them-
selves in a variety of different research rota-
tions to find their ideal mentor and project 
match. Based on their discovered research in-
terests and the help of over 500 faculty mem-
bers, program directors, and academic advi-
sors, students choose a permanent program 
to continue by the end of their first PIBS year, 
sometimes in a far different research area 
than originally anticipated. 

The biomedical sciences are demanding 
disciplines, but PIBS has made the fields of 
study less daunting for many students who 
have entered its Ph.D. programs. Throughout 
the past two decades, PIBS has been helping 
students become more confident in their ca-
reer paths by allowing them to take the time 
to cultivate their interests and explore different 
opportunities to discover their research pas-
sions. Thanks to the program, countless stu-
dents have been trained to guide the nation in 
scientific discovery, truly becoming the leaders 
and best. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the Program in Biomedical 
Sciences at the University of Michigan Medical 
School for its significant work in the bio-
medical sciences. For twenty years, PIBS has 
played a fundamental role in educating our na-
tion’s sharpest minds. 

f 

HONORING ANNIE ‘‘ANNA’’ MAE 
STEWART 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues in the U.S. House of Representatives 
to join me as I rise to pay tribute to Annie 
‘‘Anna’’ Mae Stewart after her passing on Au-
gust 3, 2019. 

On April 9, 1917, Anna Mae Johnson en-
tered the world as the eldest child born to 
Elder Allen Waters and Elizabeth Johnson in 
Washington, DC. 

She met and married Charles Earl Stewart 
on Oct 8, 1937 at St Augustine’s Catholic 
Church. She chose to follow her husband in 
his faith and converted to Catholicism in 1951 
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church 
(OLPH). 

Anna began working at St Teresa’s convent 
and later worked at the OLPH rectory, a ca-
reer that would last for more than 20 years. 
There she fostered close relationships with 
many priests and seminarians, such as 
George Leary, Jr., a man who would become 
a surrogate son. 

She was actively involved in parent, school 
and church organizations, including 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Baptism 
and Confirmation prep, catechist and a pas-
sionate Catholic Youth Organization advisor. 
She was an active member of other organiza-
tions, such as St Joseph’s Ladies’ Auxiliary 
No. 213 KOSJI Sodality, Legion of Mary, 
Catholic Charities, Cursillistas, OLPH 
Hilltoppers, OLPH Women’s’ Ministry, and her 
two favorites, Eucharistic Ministry and Lector. 
She enjoyed being of service to her church 
community in every way possible. 

Anna was also a dedicated community ac-
tivist. She joined her local Orange Hat Coali-

tion and helped rid her neighborhood of drug 
dealers at the height of the crack cocaine epi-
demic. She was instrumental in getting the 
Eastover Shopping Center integrated, which 
led to her recognition for her commitment to 
the civil rights movement. She was acknowl-
edged by Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc as 
a Village Keeper for that effort and received 
other honors, including Mother of the Year 
1960 and 1963 by the Afro American news-
paper. She participated in the March on 
Washington in 1967 and took much pride in 
voting for the first Black President in 2008. 

Madam Speaker, I know my fellow members 
of the U.S. House of Representatives agree 
that Anna Mae Stewart deserves to be recog-
nized at the time of her passing for her dedi-
cation to her church, her family, and her com-
munity. 

f 

HONORING ADRIAN DELMAR 
SWINDLE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I proudly pause to recognize Adrian Delmar 
Swindle. Adrian is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 362, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Adrian has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Adrian has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Adri-
an has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. Adrian constructed six 
benches for the Stations of the Cross Trail at 
Sisters of St. Francis of the Holy Eucharist in 
Independence, Missouri. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Adrian Delmar Swindle for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING TELESCOPE CASUAL 
FURNITURE FOR RECEIVING THE 
2019 MANUFACTURER LEADER-
SHIP AWARD FROM THE INTER-
NATIONAL CASUAL FURNISHINGS 
ASSOCIATION 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Telescope Casual Furnishings 
for receiving the 2019 Manufacturer Leader-
ship Award from the International Casual Fur-
nishings Association. 

Telescope Casual Furniture was started in 
1903 under the name the Telescope Cot Bed 
& Novelty Company. They started in New York 
City making cots and campstools with ‘‘tele-
scoping’’ legs; which is where they derived 
their name. In 1921, they began moving oper-
ations into Granville, New York, in the heart of 
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the North Country. Today, their entire oper-
ation is in Granville, housed in a one million 
square foot manufacturing facility and employ-
ing hundreds of workers. Businesses like Tele-
scope Manufacturing are the backbone of the 
North Country economy. They provide good, 
high skill jobs producing products that are in 
demand across the country and around the 
world. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st Congressional 
District, I want to join the International Casual 
Furnishings Association in congratulating Tele-
scope Casual Furnishings for receiving this 
award. They are a great example of the entre-
preneurial spirit that defines the North Coun-
try. I look forward to their continued success. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF JESSI 
COMBS 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. COOK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life and accomplishments of 
Jessi Combs, who passed away on August 
27, 2019 from injuries sustained during a land 
speed record attempt. 

Jessi was born in Rockerville, South Dakota 
on July 27. 1980. After graduating from High 
School, Combs established a career in metal 
fabrication. and graduated from the Collision & 
Refinishing Core Program at Wyo Tech in 
2004. Her unique blend of technical and per-
sonal skills led to her rapid career growth, and 
she frequently appeared on television shows 
showcasing different aspects of the auto-
motive industry. This included serving as host 
of Mythbusters and Xtreme 4x4. 

As a competitor, Jessi was fierce and 
unrivaled. She competed in the Baja 1000, the 

Rallye Aicha des Gazelles, and was the first 
woman to place at Ultra4’s King of the Ham-
mers. In 2016 she followed up her earlier King 
of the Hammers success by finishing first in 
the 2016 Smittybilt Everyman Challenge Modi-
fied Class. In 2013. Combs successfully set 
the women’s land speed record at the Alvord 
Desert in Oregon, holding a record of 398 
mph with a top speed of 483.227 mph. 

Jessi was an incredible person who was 
taken from this Earth far too soon. My condo-
lences are with her family, friends. and the en-
tire automotive industry as they continued to 
mourn her loss. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NANCY WHEELER- 
NICHOLS AS THE KERN COUNTY 
FAIR PERSON OF THE YEAR 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Nancy Wheeler-Nich-
ols, who has been selected as the 2019 Per-
son of the Year by the Kern County Fair, a 
county that I’m honored to represent in this 
Chamber. 

Nancy, a graduate of Bakersfield’s Garces 
High School and the University of San Diego, 
first started volunteering with the Kern County 
Fair in 1989, almost 30 years ago, when she 
was painting faces, putting together buttons, 
and inspiring a new generation of leaders to 
become involved in Agriculture. Nancy was 
appointed to the Board of the Kern County 
Fair in 2003 and has been a consistent pres-
ence for over 15 years in the fair’s operations. 
Her agricultural insights have taken her be-
yond the needs of my district, however, as she 

was recently appointed by then Governor 
Jerry Brown to the Board of Directors for Cali-
fornia’s Mid State Fair. 

Outside of her work with the Kern County 
Fair, Nancy has served our community 
through a variety of organizations, including 
the Junior League of Bakersfield. She has 
been a tireless and much-needed voice for 
children experiencing abuse and neglect as a 
Court Appointed Special Advocate, and also 
on the board of the California Living Museum, 
an animal rehabilitation facility in my district 
that specializes in nursing back to health 
many of California’s most vulnerable species. 

In Kern County, agriculture is the lifeblood 
of our community, and the Kern County Fair 
has emerged as one of the biggest showcases 
of livestock and talent in our agricultural com-
munity. Although Nancy no longer lives in Ba-
kersfield or Kern County, she is one of our 
own who consistently makes Kern County 
proud. Through her time and expertise, Nancy 
has made a tangible impact in our community 
and has made her a staple of the Kern County 
community. 

Kern County Fair Person of the Year is a 
well-deserved honor for Nancy, who has pro-
vided years of public service to our community 
and has contributed to countless events, suc-
cessful animal shows, and old-fashioned fam-
ily fun. A selfless leader, Nancy juggles her 
volunteer and board work along with raising 
horses, cattle, and her four children: Kelsey, 
Jake, Sawyer, and Tommy. On behalf of our 
community, the Kern County Fair Board, and 
the thousands of people who have benefited 
from her guidance, I want to thank Nancy and 
her husband Jimmy for all that they do, and 
congratulate her on being the Kern County 
Fair’s 2019 Person of the Year. 
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