September 19, 2019

hundreds of men, women, boys, and
girls are dying every day in our Nation
due to gun violence.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, almost 40,000
Americans have died as a result of gun-
related injuries in the year 2017, which
is the most recent year for which com-
plete data is available.
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Almost 40,000 Americans have died as
a result of gun-related injuries in the
year 2017. In the city I love, the city I
live in, the city of Chicago, over 279
citizens of our Nation have been mur-
dered within the last year due to gun-
fire.

Mr. Speaker, these statistics should
be a clarion call to action by this Con-
gress, by this Nation, by this adminis-
tration. That is why, Mr. Speaker, the
committee that I am proud to serve on,
the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and the Energy and Commerce
Subcommittee on Health will finally
meet in my district on October 3 to
convene a hearing to examine gun vio-
lence as a national public health issue.
This is a hearing that I have been con-
sistently calling for ever since 2017.

This hearing will convene commu-
nity members, national experts, vic-
tims, academia, and law enforcement.
All these individuals will gather in my
district in the city of Chicago for one
purpose and one purpose only: to dis-
cuss how we can better protect our Na-
tion, our people, our boys and girls, our
schoolchildren, our church-going citi-
zZens, our mosque-going citizens, our
citizens who worship in synagogs all
across this Nation, our movie theater-
going citizens, our citizens who are in
malls across this Nation enjoying
themselves and shopping.

We need to have protection for all of
our citizens driving along the high-
ways. All of our citizens need to be pro-
tected, and this hearing will have the
purpose of discussing how we can bet-
ter protect our citizens and our com-
munities from this epidemic, this wide-
spread epidemic of gunfire, gun vio-
lence. As with any epidemic that this
Nation faces, we will have experts
come and speak to us.

Mr. Speaker, we must stop the vio-
lence. Save the children. Save the fam-
ilies.

—
MEMORIAL TO THE BUFFALO
SOLDIERS AT FORT VANCOUVER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Washington (Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER)
for 5 minutes.

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize an
important chapter in my region’s his-
tory that must be remembered, and it
is significant to our whole Nation: the
service of African American regiments
known as buffalo soldiers.

Their service stations included Fort
Vancouver; and afterward, some of
them made our region their permanent
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home, men like Willie ‘‘Bill”’> More-
house, who served their Nation with
courage and honor.

The buffalo soldiers’ place in south-
west Washington history began in
April of 1899. That date marks the as-
signment of buffalo soldiers from Com-
pany B of the 24th Infantry to the bar-
racks at Fort Vancouver. This was also
the first time in history that a unit
from one of the Army’s four African
American regiments was included in
Fort Vancouver’s regular garrison of
troops.

The buffalo soldiers’ contributions to
our Nation continued throughout sub-
sequent conflicts.

Two years ago, we lost a pillar within
the greater Vancouver community, a
member and president of the Moses
Williams Pacific Northwest Chapter of
the buffalo soldiers, ‘‘Bill”> Morehouse.

Bill was a member of the United
States Army and the National Guard
early in his life, with his military serv-
ice spanning World War II and the Fort
Vancouver barracks as a POW guard.

His contributions to our community
went beyond his military service. Bill
led toy and food drives for underprivi-
leged Kkids, and he provided honor
guard at military ceremonies and pa-
rades.

In just a few days, on September 21,
a ceremony will take place to dedicate
a permanent memorial at Fort Van-
couver to Bill and to the buffalo sol-
diers so he will be honorably remem-
bered. This memorial will help mark
their unwavering commitment to our
country, a commitment they made in
the face of racism, unfair treatment,
and adversity, policies of the past.

I am proud that their legacy will live
on in Vancouver, that their fight will
live on, and I pledge to do whatever 1
can to ensure that the buffalo soldiers’
stories of service and sacrifice are not
forgotten.

——
OUR ESTUARIES: NATIONAL RE-
SOURCES AND COMMUNITY
TREASURES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. POSEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, today I
join millions of my fellow Americans
in recognizing National HEstuaries
Week, which extends from September
14 to September 21.

We know that estuaries are those
places where freshwaters or rivers meet
the seas. Hstuaries are also places
where biodiversity is often at its ze-
nith. They are the ecologies of our
coastal communities. Wherever a wa-
tershed empties into the sea, we find
an estuary.

My home in Florida is part of an es-
tuary called the Indian River Lagoon,
where the fresh and salt waters mix be-
hind barrier islands to form what ex-
perts recognize as the most biodiverse
estuary in the United States of Amer-
ica. My community and district depend
on the lagoon to support a broad array
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of activities to meet our economic, en-
vironmental, and recreational needs.

My neighbors and I understand how
much we depend on the lagoon. We
strive to protect the sea turtles and
the habitat of the manatees. When
they are thriving, we know that fisher-
men, boaters, businesses, and, most im-
portantly, our families will thrive.

For years, I have worked for the
health of the Indian River Lagoon and
tried to help other communities keep
their estuaries healthy. The challenges
of the Indian River Lagoon are the
same challenges faced by all the other
estuaries.

Last Congress, I joined with Con-
gresswoman SUZANNE BONAMICI to
found the Congressional Estuary Cau-
cus to support the National Estuary
Program, foster research in estuary
restoration and protection, and bring
other resources to bear on sustaining
our estuaries.

National Estuaries Week is a special
time for a national celebration of our
estuary efforts and for local estuary
programs within the national program
to bring the importance of estuaries to
their communities and involve other
citizens in their work.

An important part of these goals is
to communicate the value and impor-
tance of our estuaries and our coasts to
key decisionmakers at the local, State,
and Federal levels. That is what we are
doing right now.

Our friends at Restore America’s Hs-
tuaries tell us that last year’s celebra-
tion was a tremendous success, as orga-
nizations and volunteers from across
the country gathered at their local
bays or riverfronts and classrooms to
celebrate and learn about the impor-
tance of our estuaries and how they
benefit our daily lives. More than 30,000
volunteers across 21 States, Canada,
and Guam participated in over 105 dif-
ferent estuary events.

Many of this year’s events are posted
online, and they give us a stunning pic-
ture of how each estuary, while being a
national asset, is also a unique treas-
ure to its communities. For example,
in Palm Bay in my district, the Marine
Resources Council, the Indian River
Lagoon National Estuary Program,
The Nature Conservancy of Florida,
Act 2 Technologies, and the Tampa Bay
Estuary Program held a rain barrel
workshop and auction, heard from a
distinguished panel of water quality
experts, and dined on a fine barbecue
meal. A speakers panel open forum fo-
cused on audience participation, facili-
tating questions and concerns, as well
as the opportunity to present ideas and
potential problems and solutions for
our waterways.

We also celebrate National Estuaries
Week as a time to recommit our effort
in the caucus to achieve full funding
for the National Estuary Program and
to bring those resources to the commu-
nities that live on the estuaries’ edge.

We can and we must work to assure
that our estuaries and our environment
are sustained.
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