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Pennsylvania exceeded the national av-
erage.

Mental health professionals, advo-
cacy organizations, survivors, and al-
lies take this month to combat the
stigma of discussing mental health and
connect those with suicidal thoughts
to a network of professional resources.

If you think a loved one is struggling
with depression or ideation, just ask.
People in need can often feel relieved
when someone asks about their well-
being in a caring way. Acknowledging
and discussing their thoughts may be
the first step in reducing risk.

I encourage anyone who is struggling
with thoughts of suicide to call the Na-
tional Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-
800-273-8255.

Madam Speaker, let’s keep the con-
versation going year-round. We can all
play an important role in prevention.

————

RECOGNIZING POW/MIA SOLDIERS

(Mr. GUEST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUEST. Since World War II,
138,103 American soldiers have been
listed as prisoners of war, and 83,114
American soldiers have been listed as
missing in action. National POW/MIA
Recognition Day was created to honor
the sacrifice of the men and women
who were imprisoned during wartime
and to remember those brave soldiers
who never returned to American soil.

Today, we thank our heavenly Fa-
ther for returning home those Amer-
ican soldiers who found themselves
confined on foreign soil, and we bow
our heads in prayer and remembrance
of those still missing.

I ask the Members of this body and
American citizens everywhere to in-
clude these soldiers, their families, and
their communities in your prayers and
to join me in thanks for the freedoms
and liberties we enjoy every day be-
cause of their sacrifice.

———

COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE WITH
AGGRESSIVE ACTION AND GLOB-
AL LEADERSHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
TLAIB). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2019, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LEVIN) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam
Speaker, I would like to begin by say-
ing that the issue of climate change is
very personal to me. I have a 5- and a
T-year-old at home, and like any par-
ent, there is a lot that I worry about
for their future. One of the things I
worry most about is the planet that we
are going to leave behind for them and
for their future children.

The path we are on right now leads to
a grim future for our planet. We have
burned fossil fuels like coal and oil at
unsustainable rates, releasing extraor-
dinary amounts of greenhouse gas

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

emissions into the air. We have de-
stroyed forests and other carbon sinks
around the world that previously ab-
sorbed some of those emissions.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change, a collection of 1,300 inde-
pendent scientific experts from coun-
tries all over the world, concluded
there is a more than 95 percent prob-
ability that human activities over the
past 50 years have warmed our planet.

As a result, the last 5 years were the
hottest ever recorded, according to the
Trump administration’s own weather
and space agencies. Over the past cen-
tury, average global temperatures have
increased steadily. Sixteen of the last
17 years have been the warmest ever re-
corded by human observations.

In my home State of California, the
indicators of our rapidly changing cli-
mate are unmistakable. Our summers
are hotter, our droughts are more se-
vere, and our land is drier, creating
fuel for year-round wildfires that have
wiped out entire communities.

According to the Trump administra-
tion’s own report on climate change
compiled by more than 300 experts
across 13 Federal agencies, the impacts
of climate change are already being
felt in communities across the country
and will become increasingly dev-
astating over a short period of time.

The President would be well served
to read the report of his own agencies.

We are having more frequent and ex-
treme weather, like hurricanes and
floods. We are experiencing sea-level
rise and coastal erosion. Our national
security agencies have warned us that
unless we take aggressive action to
combat climate change, we will see a
deterioration in global stability caused
by food and water insecurity, wors-
ening public health, economic distress,
and damage to military infrastructure
as a result of sea-level rise and more
extreme storms.

Climate change is a defining issue of
our time. If we don’t take bold action
to address this crisis now, our children
and grandchildren will suffer the worst
consequences.

Unfortunately, this President and
many in the Trump administration are
content with inaction or worse. In fact,
some refuse to admit climate change is
real, instead pushing policies that
would exacerbate the problem, catering
to the fossil fuel industry and cor-
porate polluters at the expense of our
air, land, and water.

While we should be taking aggressive
action to combat climate change and
pushing countries around the world to
do the same, the White House gladly
surrenders our standing as a global
leader.

My colleagues and I are here to say
that we will lead. We will continue to
fight for action. My colleagues that
you will hear from, they are leading
right now.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. HILL),
my friend from California’s 25th Dis-
trict.
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Ms. HILL of California. Madam
Speaker, I am both a millennial and
one of the youngest Members of Con-
gress. I joined Congress at a moment
when communities from California to
the Bahamas are enduring the effects
of climate change. In my own commu-
nity, we are experiencing lengthening
fire seasons and longer droughts.

As the climate crisis grows, those of
us who have refused money from Big
0il and who will be the ones who have
to live with the effects of climate
change have to take it upon ourselves
to fight for our generation and the gen-
erations to come.

Tomorrow, young people across the
world will begin a week of climate ac-
tion with the Global Climate Strike.
We may not have made this mess, but
we will fight to clean it up.

That is why I sent a letter to Donald
Trump, along with 110 of my fellow
Members of Congress, to call for a re-
negotiated NAFTA deal that meaning-
fully addresses the climate crisis.
From moderates to progressives, we
are coming together to call for binding
climate standards and a recommitment
to the Paris climate agreement in the
updated NAFTA.

So far, that is not what Trump has in
mind. The current NAFTA 2.0 deal that
Trump negotiated with Mexico and
Canada fails to mention climate
change.

We cannot afford to pass another
trade deal that is on the wrong side of
our historic fight to tackle climate
change.

With 76 percent of Americans now
saying that climate change is a crisis
or a major problem, it is common sense
that our trade deals should support,
not undermine, climate action. In fact,
this is a longstanding demand, one that
leading environmental organizations,
labor-environment coalitions, climate
economists, and Members of Congress
have been elevating over the last 2
years of NAFTA talks.

The fact of the matter is that the cli-
mate crisis threatens our communities
and our future every single day. While
we are fighting to tackle the crisis, we
are seeing corporate polluters pad the
pockets of too many of our colleagues
on the other side of the aisle to protect
their bottom lines. I see colleagues in
both Chambers of Congress who won’t
have to deal with the repercussions of
their actions bargaining with my fu-
ture and the future of generations to
come.

This cycle must end now. It is past
time for rhetoric and empty promises.
We need new policies that offer real so-
lutions to the climate crisis. That
doesn’t include just H.R. 9, which, to be
honest, has very little chance of being
taken up in the Senate. It also has to
include our trade policies.

The reality is that this moment is
too important to throw away. This is
an unprecedented opportunity to put
our money where our mouth is on cli-
mate. We should ensure that any re-
negotiated NAFTA prioritizes climate
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