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That is another note from Alaina to
our service men and women deployed
overseas.

She gets notes back, of course. One
wrote:

Thank you for everything you’ve done for
us. Please keep supporting the troops [and
sending cookies].

Our military members love cookies.
They say it makes a big difference.

Someone also sent her an American
flag that was flown overseas in appre-
ciation of the cookies, as well as a unit
coin, a military coin, sent to Alaina by
our appreciative troops. ‘It was amaz-
ing,” she said, when she got this.

As someone who has been deployed
myself, away from family and friends, I
know what it means to get such care
packages. It means the world. It means
that people back home are remem-
bering what you are doing.

Alaina, thank you for your great
work supporting our troops, for the ex-
ample you are setting for all the young
men and women, not just in Alaska but
America.

Amy and Curtis, thanks for raising
such a wonderful daughter.

Alaina, keep up the great work. Con-
gratulations, once again, on being our
Alaskan of the Week.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia.

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS

MONTH

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce a resolution that
would recognize September as National
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. In
the United States, more than 15,000
kids are diagnosed with cancer every
single year, and more than 300,000 chil-
dren are diagnosed globally.

On average, more than 75 children in
West Virginia alone are diagnosed with
cancer every year, which has been a
steady increase over the last 10 years.
We have made a lot of progress over
the last few decades in research for pre-
vention and care, but there is more
work to be done. That is why I am here
today to continue the drumbeat and
elevate the issue.

I will share a story of a young man I
met just last week. On Friday, I had
the honor of visiting with students and
teachers at George Washington High
School in Charleston, WV. One student
by the name of Nicholas ‘“‘Nick’ Spence
came up to me during my visit and
shared that at age 15 he was diagnosed
with cancer. He later sent me a letter
telling me about his story and asked
me to help raise awareness of childhood
cancer, which I assumed we had al-
ready done since we have done it for
adult cancer.
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Nick’s letter goes like this:

Dear Senator Manchin,

Thank you for visiting my school on Fri-
day. It was really cool to meet you. As I
shared with you in person, at age 15 my life
was changed forever. Before then, it never
crossed my mind that I would become a can-
cer patient, much less a pediatric one.

I was diagnosed with cancer and underwent
chemotherapy. As a result, in May 2018, T had
to have my leg amputated.

After two long years, I am proud to say
that I finally overcame and defeated my can-
cer, and I'm currently a senior at George
Washington High School.

I feel very strongly that there needs to be
more awareness about childhood cancer in
West Virginia, and I appreciated speaking
with you about that during your visit.

That’s why I'm writing today to ask you to
continue fighting for West Virginians and to
do whatever you can to help raise awareness
about childhood cancer.

Signed, Nick Spence

Thank you, Nick, for standing up and
reaching out to me. I will never forget
how you walked across the gym after
we were done with the meeting with all
of the students at your high school,
and I was impressed by your willing-
ness to stand up and come over and tell
me, basically, what you were concerned
about and what you want to change.

In addition, I would also like to rec-
ognize some very special guests who
have driven here today from West Vir-
ginia, and they are in the Senate
Chamber today. From Charleston, WV,
we have Kelly Wymer, Ali Wymer, and
Cherie White. I thank them for attend-
ing and being here. They are in town
representing the West Virginia Kids
Cancer Crusaders at the CureFest here
in DC on the National Mall.

When Ali was just 6% years old, she
was diagnosed with cancer. She under-
went 2% years of treatment, including
two surgeries and chemotherapy.

We are so proud to have Ali here in
the Chamber with us today. She is cur-
rently 21 years old and healthy as can
be. They said ‘“‘healthy as a horse.” 1
say ‘‘healthy as can be.” She is a stu-
dent at BridgeValley Community and
Technical College, majoring in
healthcare—what else?

Nick, I know you are at home watch-
ing this now, and I just want to thank
you. I really want to thank you for
sharing your story with me. It really
touched me how brave you are for
speaking up and advocating for people
other than yourself.

I am glad we were able to do this in
such quick order. Usually things don’t
happen this quickly in Washington,
but, truly, when it comes to the chil-
dren of our country and our home
State, it means so much to us.

I am proud to say that this is a bipar-
tisan resolution, and I have teamed up
with Senator JOSH HAWLEY from Mis-
souri to introduce this resolution. This
resolution is also supported by Senator
JACK REED from Rhode Island and my
fellow West Virginia Senator, SHELLEY
MOORE CAPITO.

In addition to recognizing September
as National Childhood Cancer Aware-
ness Month, this resolution calls on
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Federal, State, and local governments,
along with nonprofit organizations, to
create and host programs and activi-
ties that focus on increasing public
knowledge on the risks of cancer.

Finally, this resolution recognizes
the human toll of cancer and makes a
pledge that the United States of Amer-
ica will make the prevention and cure
of cancer a public health priority.

I am proud to introduce this resolu-
tion. And, Nick, thank you again. Ali,
thank you, and thanks to all of those
who are so brave and the families who
support them and help raise awareness
for childhood cancer.

I urge all of my colleagues—all of my
colleagues—to join me in supporting
this resolution.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
TRIBUTE TO BERNARD INGOLD

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, on be-
half of myself and Mr. REED, as the
chair and ranking member of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee, as well
as the cochairs of the Senate Army
Caucus, it is our honor to pay tribute
to a great leader, an exceptional offi-
cer, and a senior executive of the U.S.
Army, Mr. Bernard P. Ingold. Mr.
Ingold is the principle deputy chief of
legislative liaison for the Office of the
Secretary of the Army, and as he pre-
pares to leave this position for a well-
deserved retirement, we commend him
for his outstanding leadership, advice,
and sound professional judgment on
numerous critical issues of enduring
importance to the Army, Congress, and
this Nation.

Bernie Ingold has served our Army
and our Nation for more than 40 years
as an Army officer and a Department
of the Army civilian. A native of
Michigan, Mr. Ingold was commis-
sioned in 1979 as a judge advocate gen-
eral officer upon earning a degree in
law from the University of Arkansas.
His service to the Nation included roles
as a deputy staff judge advocate for
U.S. Army Berlin, as a legislative
counsel for the office of the chief of
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